J*sa;Wj«fifflsdBy te *a disappointed dm boRage-hoJdcrs « Izbaaoo 
MWTart yctaai d acted to aa^ pftjmaed to meet them anywhere, any 
*» dte^vafate&beeaure Une .not heard anything since I got 
«* fa»ftoagaB r y9ta<mfanr or Ac day before," Mr. Perez de Cueflar loSd 
reporters asteoamod uJ'L headquarters. Asked if be would seed so 
west -the erowsBU tefcfag American Teny Anderson and 
Tbmw SttMheriasa; he unseated wtSfogBesa tat uM, *1 don't even 
.know where fafenac Jihad h located. “ On Tuesday Mamie Jihad 
pwbficfe Hurt it was tending an envoy to meet with Mr. Perez 
doQteSar a the next 4& boon and convey * “very important message." 
ThcUJT.ehtef diwiiaal the idea of a 4S4 hm/ deadEoe and usd: “I will 
*W Bhty .ttje end fif wy yews ‘because this bso important from a 
_huiMulu»«u potet of.YKW.,” On Wednesday fere rodtet-propeilcd 
gjfetefa e& fao d ed .wnskte ii UJ*T. office in Beirut, apparently fired by 
opponents of a hostage releas e- Aa owoaymon* caller cfaB*ricg«qpoa»- 
..“Efy.'wnaj Use secremy^enenJ to stay out of the hostage deal and 
. catted him “the godfather of this d erf - - 
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"bJt" Jlwial show hold 
T *iJ to mark anniversary 

: *v ..... 

J X .AMMAN (J.T.) — Their. Majcs- 
l «j • jws King Hussein and Queen 
Stbi -How Wed n esday a tten d ed an se- 
nt* rial show organised by the Royal 
h* Jordanian Gliding Gob fRJGC) 
ftt;. .to mark the anniversary of the 
hii. 'King’s accession to the throne. 
^ Aircraft and gliders from the 
etjj-.' Royal Jordanian Air Force, 
ifct. Royal Jordanian, the national 
rtjft -earner, Arab Wings, the Royal 
eft Jordanian Air Academy, the 
g 4 ». Royal Falcons -Club and the Pub- 
obj . He, -Security Department took part 
led" xn the show. The show is part ol a 
osj. three-day festival to which the 
public are invited to attend at 
; * Amman civil airport at Marfca. 
Public can also fly in some of 
these aircraft for a nominal fee. 
The RJGC was established in 
. 1986 upon King Hussein's diirc- 

' Dtl and is affiliated to the Royal 
^!kir Academy. Its present mem- 
bership is 150 . 

!£ Germans freed In 
fc* Lebanon face probe 

finr JJtlRUT ‘(R) — The Lebanese 
i® - .; army said it handed over a Ger- 
man couple to the military pro- 
pkt secuior Wednesday after dexstn- 
ki- mg them for weeks on suspicion 
aepv of febtary collaboration with the 
at. Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
flti.s lion (PLQ). The army said earlier 
ly the couple had been released 
is.;-, after an investigation established 
t fo-that they .were volunteer nurses 
Mft"; working m hospitals in two re- 
■Q | fugee camps in South Lebanon, 
dm Judicial sources said fe proseca- 
30 & tor would, investigate the pre- 
mr sencc in the country of Gerd 
lWf *Schietter,' 49 , and his wife fog- 
m eborg, 31 , Lebanese troops de- 
raised ..the couple when soldiers 
moved into the port town of 
Sidon and seized control of the 
Mill PLO’s last loses in the south after 
four days .of battles last month. 

n Benjedld: Poll 
r date 

^yetto be fixed 

Mdic - 

. a ^ALGIERS (R) — ■ Algeria's pres- 
ugto i dermal offiac said Tuesday no 
■ffc-date had yet beat fixed for the 
:ni ^ country’s first multi-party general 
perfections which were postponed 
^fcio June -after clashes between 
^ otfc Muslim fundamentalists and 
' secorfiy forces. A statement, car- 

, tied by ifee Algerian news agency 
S 7 Mter reports voting would 

d *"&** ptace m Noveinber » ***** 

^TresideH*. Chatfli Benjedid would 

u decide ific date based on current 

* thlks . between Prime Minister 
a j ? .'3idahmad Ghozali and pohtkal 

^Paklsfcandenies 
°i^lnkwJth nuclear 

v^case'-J :'\.7 

^ISLAMABAD (ig — The Pak»- 
r . ^angpyamnehL said Wednesday 
Ivjtrfi bad no official links with a 
Typified. Pakritam army officer ac- 

■ .coned by" (he United States of 

1 nuclear weapon 

"Retired Brigadier ham 
was arrested last month in 
j-oerinany and ^ was being held in a 
^^^rankfral jail, pending a coon 
Il ) 5 ^i«iag on- * UJ 5 . esrtradition 
,fh .iquesL ; He^ii_wunlcd by a Pbi- 
ib« on a 1987 warrant 

i * dfegH^ hi tried to buy special 
* D 2 *^te 61 & Pakistan that could be 
to enhance a nudear ezjrio- 
e ®^hjw. Taktean daries it b de- 
Jnnqfear . 'weapons. A 
ltre^oreign Afirastry spokemnan said 

• V?T?’ existed between 

".bri^iKfier and the govern- 

^jflroccflMntences 

ic^urtodeath 

2C* B -txV - 

ABAT; ^), — a Casablanca 
, ® i rt seateKed four Moroccan 
|S p ^«fe«SB^..-fo death-far the 
Flffl **?•*. buriness associate 

m lawyers said 

.tf vw^t ren- 
i aF* ^.Twsdaytngfit ended a 
L |! s™/^ 4 tiab of 21 accused 
vvei® ^jiaomKfeirof Brahim 

STi'^r 3 ?"^ ^-vesfihy business man, 

■ te Drfss Fcmih, 

^ de«d st a house in 


.jins « MoamnstttQ- 

^. 00rt ^- °^ Chabhaca on June 
P jvii '^'P^Sastaksed to death 
^ AMrittHtiid Bcnsbuda and 
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RafsaRjani sends msssage to Assad 

DAMASCUS (APJ — A high-ranking Iranian official arrived here 
Wednesday wirh a letter from President Hashemi Rafsanjani For Syrian 
President Hafez AJ Assad, the Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) 
reported. Abdollah Noun. Iran's interior minister, »aid he would meet 
with hh Syrian counterpart, Mohammad Haraba, and other ranking 
officials during hb five-day visit. SANA said. It quoted him as saying he 
was earning a message from Mr Rafsanjani for President Assad. Tlw 
contents of the letter were not disclosed. Iran's official Islamic Republic- 
News Agency (IRNA) said the agenda would include talks on internation- 
al issues, the Palestinian problem and the U.S.-proposed Middle East 
peace talks. Iran called it "plans of world arrogance to stabilise the Zionist 
regime.’' Iran has been railing against the peace plan, and especially 
Syria's acceptance, since Mr Assad first agreed :o attend a peace 
conference last month. Mr. Noun's arrival came a da> after a prolraniia 
Lebanese faction released a photo of American hostage Terry Anderson, 
along with a statement saying the group was sending an envoy to U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez dc Cuellar within 4 S hours. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 rivals; UAE 1-50 dirixaiES 
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King: Last chance for peace 

Disastrous results await if opportunity wasted 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein said Wednesday 
that the superpower-proposed 
Arab- Israel: peace talks repre- 
sented the last chance for just 
peace in the Middle East and 
warned that catastrophe would be 
the result if the present opportun- 
ity was wasted. 

“1 think it may be the last chance," 
said the King in the weekly "Encoun- 
ter" pr o gr am me broadcast on Jordan 
Television “After all these years that 
have pasted of striving to get this 
chrome problem resolved. I believe 
that the degree of frustration, the 
de g ree of despair, the degree of loss 
of hope food) die degree of extrem- 
um heme of a people denied of all 
rights could be tfcasuou* beyond this 
pom( antes* we move in lbe direction 
readying tha problem," the King told 
intervie w er Rami Kbouri. 

“1 think there are many encourag- 
ing signs that were not fere before, 
so it a a last chance in that sense, and 
there are also physical aspects of the 
needs of all concerned. In the context 
of peace they could be addressed; 
water, economic development and so 
on," he said. “Without that it’s a 
downhill slide for everybody." 

Reviewing American involvement 
in Middle East peace efforts, fe King 
said: "Wherever there is a move, a 
way to realise what fe potential of 
fe United States and its potentiate 
are, as long as they speak of balance 
is terns of the issue here and fe 


need to move on it, ! believe they { the 
U.S.j are sincere and \ air. encour- 
aged by everything I've heard so 

far..." 

The King said fe peace confer- 
ence. proposed by Washington and 
Moscow to be held in October, has 
not taken "is final form.” 

“There are still many many ques- 
tions to be worked out or answered, 
.but I think that for the first time in 
years and years what we see a that 
fe process moving much faster than 
even our ability to keep with it at 
timcs, , ‘ he added. 

By dropping insistence on procedu- 
ral matters such as the nature of the 
peace conference and other issues, 
the Arabs have made concessions 
with fe hope to get to fe conference 
on the basis of the principle of terri- 
tory in exchange for peace, fe King 
noted. “I have been saying since the 
beginning (hat we should leave a lot 
of fe old taboos and cliches and 
move ahead.'* the King said. “I think 
that fere were considerable Arab 
concessions and we hope that on fe 
Israeli side as well can see the present 
opportunity that we see...' 1 

“Security is ... a result of an hon- 
ourable peace that we need and we 
seek for all concerned.” the King 
said. 

The Israelis have to get "out of fe 
fortress mentality. . . to see what peace 
really means in the broader context of 
not being imprisoned within that for- 
tress overlooking in suspicion and 
fear about everybody around.” fe 


King said. "The Palestinians need a 
similar process. Wc deed it in the 
Arab states adjoining Israel. But 
beyond that fe problems are region- 
al problems..." 

“Take the (and mass of Jordan and 
fe lass mass uf Palestine, including 
Israel... it is not a question of an 
approach to try to get the Palestinians 
in the world and every Jordanian in 
the wortJ and every Israeli in the 
world and every Jew in the world to 
come and to be confined to thb 
area." fe King said. 

The objective $s “peace, with all its 
offers in real opportunities and 
chances to have fe talents and abili- 
ties of people lo create a better 
environment and hopefully a better 
world." he said. 

Pointing out that 27S .(Ml people of 
“Palestinian origin. Jordanians, in 
some cases some who did not leave 
from here, arc now buck with us in 
Jordan” after leaving Kuwait and 
other Gulf states tn the wake of the 
Gulf crisis, fe King described the 
influx os the “third wave" of Palesti- 
nians into Jordan. 

“To have this third wave of people 
come back here — they are welcome 
amongst their family and amongst 
their brethren with no rights — is 
really maddening...." fe King said. 
"Why shouldn't fe Palestinians in 
Kuwait have Ihc opportunity of hav- 
ing a Kuwaiti nationality and a 
Palestinian nationality, a Kuwaiti 
nationality and a Jordanian national- 
ity in fe same way that an Israeli has 


the right to be an Israeli and on 
American at the same time...?" the 
King asked. 

"In this treatment there is much 
that has been wrong and it is a 
regional problem and everybody has 
to address and look at it as we did," 
he said. 

On fe impact uf the displacement 
of millions of people as a result of fe 
Gulf crisis, the King said: “We have 
to have a connection of interests to 
bring people together and create 
bonds and dut would outlast any 
conflict that might cxiai. We need to 
rely on each other. The Arab World 
must be alive and fe rights of people 
must be recognised. There must be 
freedom, respect for human rights for 
the generations to come." 

On fe Israeli public's demand (o: 
peace, (he King said: "I hope so. I 
think that as far as fe Israeli public is 
concerned fey said they needed on 
opportunity to coo tribute towards 
peace. Everyone is suffering and 
fere must be an end to this. This is a 
chance for change." 

“It is our responsibility to sec to it 
that fe coming generations will live 
in a healthy and dean atmosphere 
and to create something that has been 
locking so far." 

In reply to a question whether fe 
Americans and fe Israelis, with their 
upper hand, could create an imba- 
lance in peace negotiations, fe King 
said: “1 think that fere could be such 

(Continued on page 5 ) 


Bush 6 more optimistic 9 on Mideast peace 


Combiaed agency tfispalches 
U.S. PRESIDENT George Bosh, 
speaking shortly after a briefing by 
Secretary of State James Baker, said 
Tuesday he remains optimistic about 
prospects for a Middle East confer- 
CQCC- 

"Let's hope that the whole process 
goes forward. It's very important,” 
Mr. Bush told reporters aboard the 
'presidential jet just before leaving for 
on August holiday in Maine. 

*Tm much more optimisxic now 
fen I was a month ago," Mr. Bush 
said, accor din g to a pool report of fak 
remarks. 

Mr. Baker re turned late Monday 
bon his sixth peace mission to the 
Middle East since the end of fe Gulf 
war in an effort to convene an Arab- 
brach peace conference. 

He met Mr. Bnh Tuesday u the 
White House and the president had 
warm words of praise for his secretary 
of State- "As you know, fere were 
predicti on months ago that we’d 
never be tlw far, so I salute him for 
what he’s doing,” Mr. Bush said. 

The United Sta t e s and the Soviet 
Union hope to convene a peace con- 
ference in October. 

During his late st trip, Mr. Baker 
won Israel's a gr e ement to attend fe 
confe ren c e bid fe braefis insist on 
limiting any Palestinian delegation to 
exclude Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation members or residents of 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Palestinians refuse to submit to an 
Israeli veto on this issue and have sot 
agreed to attend the conference. 

Asked whether fe Palestinian 
position had changed, Mr. Bush told 
reporters Mr. Baker "was nor all 


together discouraged.” 

“There's an awful lot of sentiment 
amongst Palestinians everywhere ... 
for tlw peace process to go forward, 
so let's hope that reason prevails.'' 
Mr. Bush said. 

Mahmoud Abbas, a member of the 
PLO executive, said Wednesday no 
final formula had been reached on 
Palestinian representation. 

“We are discussing fe representa- 
tion in detail., .bat we have not exact- 
ly readied fe final formula to that 
issue," Mr. Abhas told reporters after 
90-minifie talks with Egyptian Fore- 
ign Minister Amr Musa. 

PLO official Hakam Balawi, who 
conducted 18 months of dialogue 
between fe organisation and fe 
United States before Washington sus- 
pended it last year, also attended fe 
talks. 

“We ore still studying fe form of 
Palestinian representation," said Mr. 
.Abbas. 

PLO Cbariman Yasser Arafat told 
Reuters Tuesday he would not bow to 
U.S, and Israeli demands. He ac- 
cused Washington of trying to press- 
ure Arabs into going to fe talks with 
Is r aeli pre-conditions. 

Mr. Arafat has also sent a list of 
crudo! questions on the Arab-feraeti 
to Mosoow whose answers 
win influence fe Palestinian position 
before the peace talks. 

Mr. Abbas, asked if he and Mr. 
Musa discussed fe question of Jew- 
ish settlements in fe Israeli-occupied 
Arab lands, said: 

"The settlements issue is no doubt 
very important and the continued 
building of settlements gives the 
strong impression that Israel really 


docs not want peace.” 

Israel has shrugged off Washing- 
ton's warnings that the budding of 
Jewish settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza was an obstacle to peace. 

On Monday, Israel inaugurated a 
new Jewish settlement in fe West 
Bonk . 

Egypt’s President Hosni Mubarak 
said Wednesday that Palestinians 
from Arab Jerusalem cannot be ex- 
cluded from fe peace conference and 
fe future of (he Holy City should be 
pan of fe negotiations. 

Mr. Mubarak, touring a fertilizer 
plant near fe northern city of Alex- 
andria, told reporters that his com- 
ments are addressed to fe United 
States and Israd. 

"All this talk that no one is to 
represent East Jerusalem is wrong. It 
has holy Islamic ares just like (it has) 
Jewish and Christian ooes.” Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

“1 don't think that this talk about 
keeping (East) Jerusalem out of fe 
negotiations will make things easy,” 
be added. 

The British government called the 
opening of fe new settlement illegal, 
provocative and damaging to pros- 
pects for Middle East peace. 

In one of its strongest statements 
on Israel's settlement policy, fe 
Foreign Office said Monday's inau- 
guration of fe new settlement in fe 
West Bank ran counter to appeals 
from fe European Community (EC) 
and fe Group of Seven (G-7) indust- 
rial powers at their summit in July. 

”Wc are deeply concerned by re- 
ports that yet another Israeli settle- 
ment has been opened in the occu- 
pied territories," a spokesman said. 


Palestinians clamouring 
to fly out of Kuwait 


Turkey to occupy ‘buffer 
zone’ in northern Iraq 


f u? 1 three- yem- for complic i ty. 


KUWAIT (R) — Deprived of jobs 
and education for (heir children in 
Kuwait, thousands of Palestinians are 
clamouring to fly out of the country 
they once knew as home. 

Travel agenetes. struggling to 
oope with demand, have arranged for 
16 charter Sights by Aug. 13. 

The first three direct flights to 
Amman left Tuesday, carrying 340 
Palestinians with Jordanian pass- 
port 5 . Two planes were scheduled to 
arrive Friday and three more flights 
are planned for Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday. 

The flights, charging 60 dinars 
($300} for adults, are operated by fe 
private Egyptian airline ZAS- 

Egyptair. fe Egyptian national 
carrier, has operated 11 flight* pack- 
ed with 160 Palestinians out of 
Kuwait in lbe past two weeks, fe 
airline said. The Sights go to Amman 
via Cain became Egyptair docs not 
have the right to fly direct. 

"All fe people (Palestinians) want 

to leave," a spokeswoman for a fra vd 

agency told Returns. 

“They are not being forced by fe 
Kuwaiti authorities to leave. They are 
going because they have do' jote and 
cannot scud their children to schools 
m Kuwait,” a Palestinian community 
Mw said. He did not want to be 
identified* 

“Many are rushing to leave to have 
(heir children registered in Jordanian 
schools before the end of August, " he 
added. 

Pdestintans cannot send tbeir chd- 
' dm to government schools and uni- 
versities in Kuwait. Most parents, 
unemployed and with no hope of 
etnptoyiMftL cannot afford private 


schools. 

Thousands of Palestinians are re- 
ceiving redundancy benefits and 
others are now able to send their cash 
deposits abroad. The central bank 
lifted ail restrictions on currency with- 
drawals and transfers on August 3. 

Travel agents said they hoped to 
arrange more of fe direct flights, 
which are authorised to carry only 
Jorfeuan passport holders, for after 
Aug. 13. 

Gulf Air and Lebanon’s Middle 
East Airlines also operate three in- 
direct flights to Amman every week. 
Kuwait does not let Royal Jordanian 
airlines land » fe emirate. 

Kuwait, incensed by fe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's support for 
Iraq during fe Gulf crisis, has laid off 
more than 110,000 civil servants, 
roost of them Palestinians who have 
lived all their life in fe emirate. 

The emirate says it can no longer 
support them but the Palestinians say 
Asians and Arabs from countries that 
joined the affiance against Iraq are 

arriving doily to take up new jobs. 

The Palestinian community, which 
numbered 350,000 before Iraq’s inva- 
sion of Kuwait on Aug. 2, has now 
dwindled to less than 90,000. Com- 
m unity leaders say (be number wffl 
drop to 30,000 by the end of 3991. 

Tbe commu nity was singled oat for 
revenge kSfinss after Iraq was defe- 
ated in the Gulf war at fe end of 
February, 

Community leaders say the 
persecuting eased after the Kuwaiti 
crown prince. Sheikh Saad A1 Abdal- 
lah AJ Sabah, told p oSc c o f fic iate to 
stop freelance killings and abfe> 
tioos. 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Turkey has 
decided to occupy a five-kilometre 
deep “buffer zone” in northern Iraq 
to prevent Turkish Kurdish guerrillas 
from infiltrating into Turkey, a gov- 
ernment official said Wednesday. 

The unexpected move marks fe 
most dramatic step Turkey has taken 
in seven years of fighting its Kurdish 
separatists. 

It could put Turkey into conflict 
with Iraq and raise tensions with tbe 
U.S.-led allied force poised on Tur- 
key's bonier with Iraq to pro t e ct 
Iraq's Kurds. 

"We are dedaring a five-kilometre 
region along the border a buffer 
zone,” Prime Minister Meant Yflnuu 
said in an interview with fe Turkish 
daily Hurriyct. 

Terkish troops crossed into Iraq cm 
Monday to flush oat Turkish Kurdish 
guerrillas operating from bases in fe 

neighbouring Country- 

Officials have so for re leased no 
details of fe operation. But Turkish 
newspapers reported Wednesday that 
Turkish F-4 and F-104 warplanes had 
flown at least 70 sorties over Kurdish 
guerrilla camps in northern Iraq over 
two days. 

The operation also involved at least 
20.OOO Turkish soldiers and light 
armoured tanks, fe reports said. 

Mr. Yilmaz and fe g o ve r nm ent 
official provided no details of the 
proposed "buffer zone.” 

The official said Iraq's Kurdish 
groups, who haw controlled northern 
Iraq smoe an allied bnsUBstariao 
force polled oat Jidy IS, meld be 
banned from fe zone. 

The leaden of the Iraqi Kurds, 


Massoud Baizani and Jalal Taiabani, 
would be notified of fe plan, he 
added. 

The Iraqi Kurds deny any formal 
alliance with fe Turkish Kanh, who 
fight with fe outlawed Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). Tbe PKK has 
been fighting since 1984 to set up a 
separate Kurdish state in southeast- 
ern Turkey. 

Turkish newspapers said Turkish 
planes beto&gmg to fe allied coali- 
tion made flights in northern Iraq to 
locate the Kurdish guerrilla camps in 
preparation for fe ineitfsou. 

UJS. army Major Michael McKan- 
ny, an allied task force spokesman at 
InririSt ah base in southern Turkey, 
told fe Associated Press that be had 
no information about fe Turkish 
flights. But he said the U.S.-led force 
had no role in the Turkish operation. 

The “buffer zone" could draw pro- 
tests from fe Iraqi Kurds. 

There was no immediate reaction 
from Iraq Lo Turkey’s decision. In fe 
past Baghdad has cooperated with 
Turkey in allowing cross-border raids 
in pursuit of Kurdish guerrillas. 
However, Iraq also was concerned 
during the Gulf war that Turkish 
troops mi gh t try to take bock part of 
its territory, but the Turkish govern- 
ment denied it bad any such designs, 

Kurdish leader Taiabani Said 
Wednesday he was working to free 10 
German tourists seized by a Turiasb 
Kurdish group, and expected their 
release “today or tomorrow." 

Mr. Taiabani *»»ri he had been in 
corf&ct with leaden of die PKK, 
which kidnapped fe 10 tourists a 
week ago in Turkey. 









His Mqjesty King Hussein Wednesday meets with Iraqi Vice- President Taka Yassin Ramadan (Petra 


King receives 
briefs Ramad; 


is n 


on peace ei tens 


“This is illegal and provocative. 
Those responsible for continuing this 
activity can be in no doubt of fe 
damage they are causing to pro spect s 
for peace in fe region." 

Another British spokesman said 
Tuesday that Britain supports fe 
Baker initiative. "We welcomed con- 
structive Arab responses and encour- 
aged fe Israeli government to seize 
this opportunity for progress towards 
peace. Tbe recent decisioa by fe 
Israeli government was a further use- 
ful step.” he said. 

Asked about Palestinian repre- 
sentation, the spokesman said that he 
hoped that problems of Palestinian 
representation could be overcome. 
He said that fe Foreign Secretory 
had stated the position in Brussels on 
July 29, when he said that “we had 
always regarded East Jerusalem as 
pan of fe occupied territories rather 
than part of fe capital of Israel." 

“It was not for us to decide bow the 
Palestinian delegation was mode up 
but obviously we hoped that agree- 
ment could be reached in a way which 
made fe delegation representative 
but also enabled fe conference to 
start." 

The spokesman said fe Loodoo 
government was dung all it could to 
“encourage pro gres s in dns direction 
and bad been in constant coo tact with 
the parties concerned, including 
Secretary Baker, fe Israeli govern- 
ment. Palestinians, Jordanians, fe 
PLO and other Arab governments.” 

Mr. Arafat, has consoftcd with fe 
Soviet ambassador to Tunisia, fe 

(Continued on page 5 ) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Kis Majesty King 
Hussein received at fe Roy a! Court 
Wednesday Iraqi Vice- President 
Taha Yassin Ramadan, who con- 
veyed to the King a verba! message 
from Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 

The King briefed Mr. Ramadan on 
the latest efforts tn the Middle East 
peace process. Prime Minister 
Taher hlasri. Roy 2! Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and the 
King's Political Adviser Adnan Abu 
Odeb attended the meeting, fe Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra said. 

The under-secretory of fe Iraqi 
Foreign Ministry . Saad AI Faisal, and 
the Iraqi ambassador to Jordan were 
present at the meeting. 

Mr. Ramadan said upon his arrival 
in Amman that fe Iraqi president’s 


message to the King deals with :he 
“current Arab affairs at this critical 
juncture 3 nd emphasises the import- 
ance of coordinating Arab countries' 
political stands in the face of all 
eventualities.” 

Mr. Masri later held a separate 
round of talks with Mr. Ramadan on 
the latest developments in fe region 
and other related issues, Petra said. 

Mr. Ramadan called for joint Arab 
action to end U.N. economic sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq after its inva- 
sion or Kuwait. 

The Iraqi News Agency (IN A) said 
Mr. Ramadan was speaking before 
leaving for Jordan. 

“Effective Arab measures should 
be taken to lift fe economic block- 
ade on the Iraqi people since it 


constitutes a serious precedent and 
violates U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions and human rights principles,” 
IN A quoted Mr. Ramadan as uying. 

He said the president's msssage 
touched 00 bilateral ties, the need for 
joint action and the “delicare Arab 
situation, specifically the continued 
aggression os Iraq by maincai-iT.g die 
economic blockade and speacy moves 
to liquidate the Palestine cause.*’ 

Mr. Ramadan described the sanc- 
tions as a “continued plot and war 
against Iraq.” 

In a reference to U.S. moves to 
convene Arab-Isracii peace talks, he 
said fe sanctions “coincide with sus- 
pect efforts led by America ;o conse- 
crate Zionist occupation of .Arab 
land.” 



last year vindicate its course 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

BAGHDAD — A year after the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, fe Iraq: lead- 
ership feels that fe events chat fol- 
lowed fe invasion have reinforced its 
basic political argument against U.S.' 
influence in lbe region and fe; tbe 
regime will survive despite its isola- 
tion and fe international economic 
embargo. 

In an interview with this reporter 
on fe first anniversary of tbe inva- 
sion, Iraqi Prime Minister Saadoun 
Hamadi implied that the leadership 
believes that an accumulation of Arab 
resentment of growing American in- 
fluence, combined with domestic 
political reforms, and an agreement 
with Iraq’s Kurdish minority 00 
autonomy will work to ensure fe 
continuity of fe regime. 

Dr. Hamadi conceded that fe 
U.S.’ influence has been consolidated 
as a result of fe Gulf war. but argued 
that this influence would eventually 
clash with Arab interests and aspira- 
tions. 

According to this Iraqi vision. Iraq, 
under tbe ruling Bsathist Party, 
would survive as a mode! for a 
nationalist independent Arab state 
that refused tc submit to foreign 
domination while the pro-American 
governments in the region would find 
themselves at conflict with their peo- 
ple. 

“This regime h strong and will 





Saadoun Hamadi 

survive.” said fe soft-spoken prime 
minister assertively. 

In Dr. Hamadi's opinion, fe con- 
tinuation of fe Western isolation of 
Iraq and demands to remove the 
regime has consolidated the national- 
ist credentials of Iraq and boosted the 
prestige of Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

Tbe American demands to remove 
President Saddam, according to Dr. 
Hamadi, have only served "lo en- 
hance his nationalist credentials and 
boost bis popularity.” 

Ordinary Iraqis interviewed by the 
Jordan Times voiced strong criticism 
of feir leader, but fey viewed tbe 


Western campaign against him as an 
evidence of his refusal to submit — 
something that Iraqis seem to respect. 

At fe same time, based on dozens 
of interviews, there seems to be a 
consensus that invading Kuwait was a 
mistake — at ieast from e tactical 
viewpoint. 

But in Lbe interview Prime Minister 
Hamadi refused to discuss fe deci- 
sion to go into Kuwait insisting that 
the Iraqi argument had not changed. 
Dr. Hamadi ‘s comments, however, 
did not amount to putting a tag on the 
decision to send Iraqi troops to 
Kuwait while they emphasised that 
the basic Traqi position vis-c-vis 
nationalist Arab issues and interests 
have not altered. 

In the view of Iraqi analysts, the 
leadership is avoiding a public reas- 
sessment for three reasons. First, it 
does no! want to give what it views as 
justification Tor the continuation of 
the embargo and demands for remov- 
ing President Saddam. Second , fe 
leadership is careful not to open 
fronts with the Arab countries in- 
volved when it is trying to reintegrate 
itself into fe Arab World. Third, it 
docs not want to open a debate on the 
issue at home. 

In the hour-long interview, fe first 
he has given to a newspaper since he 
was appointed prime minister las: 
April. Dr. Hamadi compared fe 
post-Gulf war state of the Arab 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq accuses I 
of following A 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — Iraq 
Wednesday accused fellow Islamic 
states of towing fe American line by 
calling for continued sanctions on 
fratj until it complies with United 
Nations resolutions. 

Mohammad Saeed AI Sahaf. minis- 
ter of state for foreign affairs of Iraq, 
told a news conference a resolution 
on Iraq before the 45-nation Orga- 
nisation of fe Islamic Conference 
(OIC) in Istanbul was “a repetition of 
American allegations.” 

A draft of the resolution made 
available to Reuters also blames the 
Iraqi government for the sufferings of 
fe Iraqi people in tbe last year. It is 
expected to be passed by the confer- 
ence on its last day Thursday. 

The resolution was initialed by 
Kuwait, which was invaded by Iraq a 
year ago, and supported by 27 coun- 
tries. They include Iran and Libya as 
well as Egypt. Saudi Arabia and other 
members of the affiance which helped 
U.S. forces fight Iraqi forces out of 
Kuwait in February. 

“Tim draft resolution is e repetition 
of tbe American allegations. If just 
for a moment we forget about who 
presented fe resolution, any obser- 


ver reading the text will say it was 
written by die Americans,'' Mr. Sahaf 
said. 

He said those backing (he resolu- 
tion “arc using the American method 
exactly, as if they had been asked by 
the American administration to act in 
this way." 

Mr. Sahaf said Iraq's main concern 
now was to provide food for the 
people. Iraq has bad trouble buying 
food from abroad, although food is 
exempt from U.N. sanctions. 

The OIC conference has firmly 
rebuffed Iraq's attempts to get fe 
sanctions eased but Mr. Sahaf denied 
Iraq was isolated. 

"There is no isolation between Iraq 
and other countries. There is only 
political terrorism led by fe United 
States and its allies in this issue to 
block Iraq ..." he said. 

“This campaign hysterically waged 
‘against Iraq Will certainly fail ... it's 
an unprecedented, crazy campaign. 
It's a superpower hysteria unpre- 
cedented in history.” he added. 

The Baghdad newspaper Babfl said 
Wednesday tbe OIC countries 
violated fe principles of Islam by 
supporting continued sanctions. 


"They have forgotten the suffering 
of fe Iraqi people and (lid not 
mention lifting the unjust sanctions 
imposed on our people to satisfy their 
masters, fe Americans,” it said. 

In other developments: 

— The five permanent U.N. Secur- 
ity Council members were very close 
10 agreement on a resolution that 
would allow Iraq to sell $1.5 billion 
worth of oil over sis mouths under 
strict U.N. controls, fe U.S. ambas- 
sador said Wednesday. 

U.S. Ambassador Thomas Picker- 
ing said fe five permanent members 
are abo dose to agreement on a 
second resolution that would demand 
Iraqi compliance with U.N. midear, 
chemical and biological weapons im 
specters. 

Under the proposed oil sale resolu- 
tion, fe funds would be placed in a 
U.N. -controlled escrow account to 
purchase food, medicine and other 
relief supplies, 2 nd U.N. representa- 
tives would monitor feir distribu- 
tion, Western diplomats said. Iraq 
would have no control over fe funds. 

— A U.N. germ warfare inspection 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Iraq says unexploded 
bombs killed 600 


BAGHDAD (AP) — More than 
Iraqi civilians have been IcD- 
*®d or wounded by bombs that 
not explode when dropped by 
jJlied forces in the Gulf war, 
Baghdad newspaper reported 
Wednesday. 

The reports said the Ministry of- 
Health has recorded 608 d eaths 
and injuries, including 19 killed 
and 176 wounded in the southern 
province of Basra, which because 
of its proximity to Kuwait re- 
ceived some of the heaviest air 
attacks. 

The papers said Health Minis- 
tiy undersecretary Shawqi Safari 
Murqus reported Tuesday that 
“the explosions of bombs which 
failed to explode during the allied 
air raids inflicted heavy damage 
on civilian installations and peo- 
ple’s homes/’ 

Precision bombing on primarily 
military targets has been credited 
with keeping civilian casualties 
low during the war, although 
there have been no official statis- 
tics. 

In Baghdad, for example, there 
were some deaths attributed to 
cruise missiles which went astray 
after being struck by anti-aircraft 
fire and crashed into populated 
areas. 

The most notable exceptions 
were the Ameriyah air raid shel- 
ter in southwest Baghdad, where 
up to 400 civilians were lolled by 
precision weaponry. The U.S. 
military command claimed the 
shelter was being used as an army 
command and communications 
centre. 


In Falujah, some 100 
kilometres west of the capital, 
about 60 people were killed and 
■ 200 wounded when a rocket fired 
from a jet missed a bridge over 
the Euphrates River and dam- 
med into an apartment building 
and marketplace. 

In Basra, which was used as a 
military staging area for the 
forces in Kuwait, there was heavy 
bombing and shelling. Officials 
there say hundreds of civilians 
died, but they have released no 
specific figure. 

In May, Dr. Murqus said 
scores of Iraqis, mostly children, 
were either killed or wounded by 
un exploded duster bombs, which 
were approached and handled by 
civilians. 

He said the explosions of some 
of die devices resulted in memory 
loss and limb amputations. 

Kuwaiti hospitals hav£ aver- 
aged two injuries a day from 
unexploded ordnance, both Iraqi 
and allied. 

The Baghdad Observer re- 
ported .Wednesday that six Iraqi 
children who were wounded dar- 
ing the war would soon receive 
treatment in Jordan at the ex- 
pense of A1 Hussein Society for* 
the Re habitation of the hand- 
icapped. 

On July 30, a group of 22 Iraqi 
children who were seriously in- 
jured during the war left for 
Germany for treatment for in- 
juries such as bums, fractures, 
limb amputations and skull dam- 
age, the English-language daily 
said. 


Moroccan forces sweep 
Sahara ‘no-man’s land’ 


RABAT (Agencies) — Morocco 
has said its armed forces were 
making sweeps in no-man’s land 
between their defence lines and 
the Western Sahara's borders. 

The government statement 
made no mention of Tifariti, an 
oasis 15 kilometres from Maurita- 
nian which Polisario guerrillas say 
was attacked by Moroccan air- 
craft on Sunday and Monday. 

The Polisario report, was the 
/first of serious fighting .for nearly 
two years. Morocco and-PoHsario 
hasp agreed to a U.N.-supervised^ 
refend um to decide the territory's 
future and an informal ceasefire 
has been in effect. 

“The Royal Armed Forces 
have conducted ad are conduct- 
ing sweeps and dean-up opera- 
tions in no-man's land," said the 
Moroccan statement, carried by 
the official news agency MAP. 

It said the Polisario had ‘infil- 
trated into die no-man's land 
armed and trained elements with 
the dearly defined mission to 
commit terrorist acts inside the 
Moroccan Sahara.” 

It added that the guerrillas' aim 
was to “perturb and delay prepa- 
rations for and the peaceful con- 
duct of the self-determination re- 
ferendum" planned in January. 

The vote will give the people of 
tiie disputed territory a choice 
between independence as deman- 
ded by Polisario or integration 
with Morocco which controls 
four-fifths of the area. 

The government said the no- 
man’s land was the area between 
Moroccan defence lines and the 
borders of Algeria and Maurita- 
nia. 

The statement said the defence 
lines had been erected some dis- 
tance away from the frontier “to 
enable the Royal Aimed forces to 
defend the area in such a way as 
their operations do not encroach 
on the territories of tiie neigh- 
bouring states Algeria and Mauri- 
tania.” 

The statement said the Moroc- 
can military operations were 
being carried out “considering 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 


i Tel: 622366 

Cton* of the AamdaUn Td. 

623541. 

TeL 625383, TeL 


19M 

1&38 

1*80 

19:15 

... Snorky 

LeaChevafieadeGd 

News in Reach 

Armenian Catholic Charch Tel. 
77133L 

Araodaa Orthodox Charch Tel. 


775261. 

St Ephraim Charch TeL 771751. 

Aminas lateraattooal Chsreh TeL 

2848 

Newt in Arabic 



21:18 


EvasceOca! Lotfaeraa Charch TeL 


2238 

Movie or die weefc“S wortham <4 
Siena" 

The Omreh of Jean Chrht of Latter- 
Day Saint* TeL 823824 *ad 654932. 
Charch of the Naaarenc TeL 675691. 


PRAYER TUBES 

WEATHER 

•434 

0$J0 

........... — Fajr 





1631 

1 Asr 


1532 

2fc59 



4 Un 

SSgfe rile in WttKntares wiB take 
place and winds wW be northwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, triad* wiQ be 
DQrtheriy moderate and seas calm. 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nmrdfc Chin h Swdflda 

Tel. 810740 

AsHuMha of God Church, Td. 

632785. 

St. Jompli Own* TeL 624590. 
Church «T the AumdaUoa Td. 
637440. 

lie b Safe Charch TeL 661757 


MiaJnwfc 

Amman 19/: 

Aqaba - 24/38 

21/36 

Jordan Valley 25 / 38 . 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 30, Aqaba 37. Hunadity readings: 


the responsibilities assumed by 
Morocco for the maintenance of 
order and security over all the 
territory of the Moroccan 
Sahara." 

Polisario statements published 
in neighbouring Algeria said the 
Moroccan air force launched a 
massive attack on Tifariti on Sun- 
day and made a second raid 
Monday. 

Tifariti is a waterbole in what 
the Moroccans call the no-man's 
land and is located about 55 
kilometres east of the nearest 
‘Moroccan defence lines. 

Polisario said 15 Moroccan air- 
craft took part in Sunday’s strike 
and one of them was shot down. The 
Moroccan statement did not say 
what land of forces were in- 
volved. 

It is tiie first report of serious ( 
fighting in Western Sahara since | 
November 1989 after the two 
sides accepted the. U.N. peace 
plan. 

The plan is to be implemented 
by a special U.N. mission known 
as MDiURSO comprising 2,800 
troops, police and civilians. It is 
to cost about $180 million with 34 
different countries contributing 
personnel. 

Moroccan officials say some 
U.N. military technicians have 
visited the area to prepare for the 
arrival of the force the first ele- 
ments of which are due to arrive 
next weekend. 

The Western Sahara was tradi- 
tionally part of Morooco, but the 
Algerian-backed Polisario, claim- 
ing to represent the indigenous 
population, started a guerrilla 
war in 1975 to capture it after the 
colonial power, Spain, pulled 
out. 

The army essentially defeated 
Polisario by constructing a three- 
metre wall around the territory to 
prevent Polisario from conduct- 
ing raids from Algeria. 

Algeria has stopped backing 
the movement in recent years as 
relations warmed with Morocco, 
and aimed clashes have become 
rare. 


Arabs have to ‘put their act together’ 
before peace talks, Canadian analyst says 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Amidst intense 
moves by all parties to prepare 
for a Middle East conference 
in October, a Canadian profes- 
sor of political science is advis- 
ing the Arabs to get “their act 
together” before tiie meeting is 
held so that they do not get 
“caught offguard” again. 

Professor Rex Brynen, from 
the Department of political 
Science at McGill University of 
Quebec, suggested several 
possible scenarios that would 
result from the peace confer- 
ence, and ways to cash in on 
any outcome. “Its important to 
make a realistic assessment of 
the (expected) outcome of the 
peace talks,” Dr. Brynen told 
the Jordan Times. " 

Although many factors play 
into account. Dr. Brynen says, 
“conditions in the U.SJ are 
on usually propefious for re- 
solving the Ajrab-Israeli con- 
ference." These conditions, be 
added, include the often- 
talked about “window of 
opportunity” created by the 
Gulf war. President George 
Bush’s “new world order,” and 
the American president’s de- 
termination to reach some kind 
of settlement if he is elected for 
a second time to the white 
House. 

Dr. Brynen also outlined 
other factors that he teD would 
have a direct effect on the 


outcome of the peace talks. He 
said that at this point in time, 
“Arabs are very disunited, 
especially after tiie Gulf crisis 
and the war that' ensued, the 
position of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
is tarnished because of its sup- 
port for Iraq, the Soviet Un- 
ion's role has declined, and, in 
Israel, a hardline government 
is leading the peace talks.” 

“To those who would argue 
for delay in the hopes that 
conditions will improve, I 
would say frankly that in the 
short and medium-term, things 
are only likely to get worse: 
Settlements, Jewish immigra- 
tion, declining Arab support 
for Palestinians and the posi- 
tion of the PLO in the occu- 
pied tern tores," Dr. Brynen 
said. “The U.S. (also) can 
safely ignore (the Palestinian 
problem) for years. The 
Israelis can sit on the intifada 
for even longer. This is not 
something I say lightly, given 
the immense suffering of 
Palestinians under occupation. 
But it is true nonetheless.” 

- Dr. Brynen also tackled the 
issue of the peace “process” 
itself saying that he believed 
“the U.S. has focused its 
efforts on getting parties to the 
table and tried to discourage 
discussion on what they might 
do once they are there." 

Dr. Brynen explained that 
Israel's condition were in- 


tended to “abort and weaken 
the Palestinian postion.” espe- 
cially on the issue of Palesti- 
nian representation in the con-’ 
ference. “But it is better for 
the Palestinians to be in rather 
than out of the conference, so 
that if it fails Palestinians are 
not blamed," Dr. Brynen said. 

But the real problem lies in 
the position of the PLO in the 
occupied territories. “If the 
PLO is seen to have made 
many concessions to the Sha- 
mir government, it will weaken 
and damage the PLO position 
in the occupied territories, ” 
Dr. Brynen said. Yet, he 
added, be believed the Palesti- 
nian delegation chosen to 
attend the conference can 
assert, prior to the conference, 
“that they are representing the 
PLO and Palestinians from 
East Jerusalem." 

Dr. Brynen, who is currently 
in Jordan to research the 
democratisation process in the 
Kingdom, highlighted a num- 
ber of scenarios. The first is a 
comprehensive settlement 
which would include an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip, the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem. “This won’t hap- 
pen. I don’t think there would 
be a comprehensive Israeli 
withdrawal because the current 
Israeli government is ideologi- 
cally incapable of giving up foe 
West B ank and East Jeru- 
salem,” he said. “This is not a 


political decision. It is amply 
because Shamir is attached to 
these territories and he consid- 
ers them a part of Israel.” 

“I also don’t think the 
Americans will or can add 
pressure on Israel to give up 
territory,” he added. “They 
will likely be able to only 
purchase small concessions." 

Another scenario is auton- 
omy for Palestinians, pending 
a final settlement. “If auton- 
omy is followed by negotia- 
tions that would not be bad,” 
Dr. Brynen said. “It would be 
a confidence-building measure 
for Israel, especially if it is 
followed by bilateral talks with 
its Arab neighbours, allowing 
Palestinians under occupation 
time to catch their breath." 

The danger in such an out- 
come, he added, will be if 
certain Arab countries “cut 
separate deals”with Israel. 

“Tbe Syrians have pledged 
not to cut a separate deal with 
Israel because that would dam- 
age Palestinian national in- 
terests,” Dr. Brynen said. 

Another outcome possibility 
is that tiie conference might 
fail . “This is very likely due to 
Israel’s intransigence,” Dr. 
Brynen said. “This provides 
tbe opportunity for Jordanians 
and Palestinians to put the 
blame bn Israel, and to affect 
and damage U.S. -Israeli rela- 
tions.” 


Iran bans 
peep-holes 

in dress code 
crackdown 


TEHRAN (R) — Police have 
outlawed peep-holes in the front 
doors of private offices and 
vowed to shut down any foreign 
company whose female staff flout 
Iran's stria Islamic dress code. 

Checks on women for com- 
pliance with tiie code, or “hijab,'' 
have been extended in recent 
weeks from tbe streets to*com- 
pany offices, including those of 
foreign organisations, where 
police have detained a number of 
women, witnesses said. 

Peep-holes presumably give 
“bad-hijab” women at work the 
chance to cover up before stran- 
gers are allowed to enter. 

Twelve Iranian offices have 
already been closed down be- 
cause of “non-observance of Isla- 
mic norms," senior police official 
Abdollah Moh aroma di said in re- 
marks published Tuesday. 

“Companies which have peep- 
holes in their front doors should 
remove. them," Mr. Mohamadi, 
head of the public places bureau 
of Tehran police, told Kayhan 
newspaper. 

The law requires women to 
cover their bead and body with 
loose garments, showing no more 
than their face and hands. Viola- 
tors may receive up to 74 lashes, 
be fined or imprisoned. 

Massoud Kiumarsi, north 
Tehran police commander, told 
Kayhan Monday that heads of 
foreign firms in Iran would also 
be held accountable for any viola- 
tion of tbe dress code by their 
staff. 

“Unfortunately, inspection of a 
number of foreign companies re- 
cently showed that ladies in some 
of them worked in disregard of 
Is lam ic norms. They were deal 
with severely,” he said. * 

“Police will in no way allow the 
Mood of tbe martyrs to be dese- 
crated and., will seal the office of 
any -company found in violation, 
regardless of its nationality,” Mr. 
Kiumarsi added. 


Sudan reports OAU 
mediation efforts 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — A member of Sudan’s military junta has 
said an Organisation of African Unity (OAU) peace initiative had 
begun to end the country's eight-year civil war. 

Colonel Mohammad A1 Amin Khalifa told a news conference in 
Nairobi that envoys of Nigerian President Ibrahim Babangjda, 
current OAU chairman, had already visited Khartoum in a process 
expected to lead to peace talks with southern rebels. 

“Prospects (for peace) are becoming brighter," said Col. 
Khalifa, in Kenya on a two-day visit as part of a tour which will 
later take him to Uganda, Zaire -and the Central African Republic 
for talks on efforts to end Sudan’s civil war. -. 

Ail four nations have borders with Sudan’s southern region and 
^are known to be sympathetic in varying degrees to the rebels of the 
Sudan People’s liberation Army (SPLA), a 50,000-strong force led 
by former army Colonel Jobn Garang. 

Nigeria had agreed to mediate between Khartoum and the SPLA 
at last June's OAU summit, said Col. Khalifa, who led tbe 
government side in two rounds of peace talks in August and 
December 1989. 

Both rounds failed to make any progress towards a peaceful 
settlement and the two sides had not yet met since. 

“Up to now there are no direa contacts with the SPLA but there 
have been (contacts) through others and we encourage this,” said 
Col. Khalifa, whose remarks in Arabic were translated by a 
Sudanese aide. 

No SPLA officials were immediately available for comment on 
Col. Khalifa's remarks. 

The SPLA is fighting to end what it sees as domination of the 
Muslim, Arabised north over the Christian, animist south. It wants 
to create a secular Sudan and win a bigger share of meagre national 
spending for ethnic and religious minorities. 

Hundreds of thousands of people, mostly southern Sudanese 
civilians, have died as a result of the conflict. They mostly perished 
from starvation or during long and punishing treks away from the 
war-torn region. 

The SPLA has dealt a serious blow by its expulsion from bases in 
Ethiopia after dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam was ousted in May. 
This ended years of vital military support. 

“In a nutshell the roots of the problem are the sharing of power, 
resources and cultural identity.” said Col. Khalifa, who said there 
was “a lot of common ground” between the two sides. 

But the junta, in power since its leader Lieutenant-General 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir seized power from an elected government 
two years ago. has ruled out the rerum of a multi-party system in 
Sudan. 

It also refuses outright any changes to a federal system of 
government and the Islamic Sharia laws it introduced this year. 

“We don’t believe the multi-party system is suitable anywhere in 
Africa. It's like wearing a three-piece suit in the desert,” Col. 
Khalifa said through translator Abdul Samei Ahmad, who is a 
political adviser to the military junta. 

Sudan faces economic collapse, with runaway inflation and 
possible expulsion from the International Monetary Fund because 
of unpaid loan arrears of more than a billion dollars. 

Relief agencies say 7.5 millions face starvation due to drought 
and war in Sudan this year, but Col. Khalifa reiterated tbe 
government's line that the reports were exaggerated. 

“I challenge you to find a single Sudanese who died of famine,” 
Col. Khalifa said. “There is no starvation.” 


Kuwait 
puts out 
274 wells 

AHMADI, Kuwait (Agencies) — 
Kuwaiti officials say firefighters 
have recapped 274 of the emi- 
rate's 640 blazing wells and pre- 
dicted all fires would be out by 
March. 

The new figure, up from 249 on 
July 26, indicates the firefighting 
teams are extinguishing about 
two fires a day. 

Tbe pace wiQ pick up by tbe end 
of August with the arrival of 12 
mope teams to join nine U.S. and 
Canadian teams who have, been 
battling tbe fires in the A1 Ahma- 
di area since March. 

A team from the National Ira- 
nian Oil Company was on stand- 
by to add its weight to their 
efforts. The team, with past ex- 
perience of recapping damaged 
wells from the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war, has been assigned 28 wells in 
Kuwait. 

“So far we have recapped 274 
wells and I believe all the fires 
will be out by March if not 
before,” Mahmoud. Somali of the 
Kuwait Oil Company told a news' 
conference. 

Less than half the wells, set 
alight by in the Gulf war which 
ended in late February, would be 
productive once they had been 
recapped, be added. 

The scale of destruction has 
hampered efforts to restore 
Kuwait's output capacity, which 
peaked at two million barrels a 
day before Iraq's invasion of the 
emirate on Aug. 2, 1990. 

The last burning well at the Al 
Ahmadi and Maqwa fields will be 
recapped in a week, leaving 
figberfighters to focus on the 
adjoining Bnrgan, according to 
tbe officials. 

Burgan is one of the biggest 
fields u the world with a total 
number of 426 wells. 

Kuwaiti officials estimate that 
$85 million worth of crude goes 
up in smoke every day, down 
from the previous figure of $120 
million. 

Scores of wells are still raging 
out of control and the thick - 
douds of blade smoke turn day 
into night. Lakes of crude reflea 
the fires and the smoke. 



Amman 58 per cent, Aqaba 26 per 
cog. 
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Electnc P ower 


Qnccn Alia IntL Airport. ..... 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaH Maternity, J. Asm... 644281/6 
Ak3eh Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mdhac, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Staeiaiii 664171/4 

S n nris e m Hospital 669131 

Univ e r si t y Hospital 8458*5 

AJ-Maasher Hospital 66133319 

The Uanric, Abdali 666127/37 

AJ- Ahfi, Abdafi .... 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mtthajreca 777101/3 

AHJasirir.J. AshraSeh 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queca Alia Hospital 60224080 

And Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

Ibn Sina Hospital 
JJUQh 

PrioccmBasma Hospital ., 

Greek Catbofie Hospital 

Sn Al Nafaci Hospital 

AQABA: 

Prince** Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information ktappBed by Royal 
tonboiMB (RJ) informing depot- 
nten* at the Oocea ASa Intematknal 
Mpo? Td. (Wjasew, where h 
riw«Jd always be v criBc d. 
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Report shows 2,387 
crimes committed in June 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 
2^87 crimes were committed in 
Jordan in Jnne this year, with 
87.3 per cent of them discovered 
by the police, according to a 
statistical bulletin issued by the 
investigation division at tbe Pub- 
lic Security Department (PSD). 

Crimes committed by minors, 
resulting in slight injuries came 
on top of the fist, amounting to 
972, the PSD bulletin said. 

It said that that the Police 
Department in the Amman re- 
gion had most of tbe crimes, 
totalling 967, followed by Irbid, 
with 475 and Zarqa with 391. 

During June, a total of 492 
robberies were committed in Jor- 
dan vritb 65 per cent of them 
discovered, said the bulletin. 

It said that 457 persons were 
involved in the robberies, includ- 
ing 26 women and 35 foreigners. 
Most of the robberies were com- 
mitted by 18-27 year old people. 
Of the robberies, 31.3 per cent 
involved, you tbs under 18 years of 
age and nearly 50 per cent of the 
robberies were committed by un- 
employed persons, including 
nearly 12 per cent students, tbe 
bulletin noted. 

Referring to murders, tbe bul- 
letin pointed out that six of them 
were committed during the 
month of Jnne, against nine in 
June of last year. It said that all 
toe murders were discovered. 

According to tbe report, three 
murders were committed in the 
Amman region, two in the Balqa 
region and one in Zarqa. Tbe 
victims were six people, including 
three women. 

In one murder case fire arms 



^ were used; in the rest of the < 
the victims were killed with i 
tools, said tiie report. 

It said two woe crimes e|J 
honour while the other four re| 
suited from family disputes anj 
feuds among families over matt? 
rial issues. > 

The report revealed that Juw 
witnessed 13 attempted murder^ 
compared to nine of JunellaS 
year, and that 15.. people wei~: 
involved in the attempted 
ders, including two women.- ^ 
Crimes committed due to hr“ 
behaviour amounted to 1( 
against 52 in June last year, 
total of 68 persons fen victim 
‘these crimes, tbe report not 
It said that there were; 
embezzlement cases, of which ^ 
were discovered, and it was f 
that 56 persons were involved 
these embezzlement cases. : 
Firing cases in June this 
registered 39 incidents result 
in the death of three persons: ai 
the injury of 26 others, 
to tbe bulletin. 

The report said there were lS 
crimes committed by nbrij ; 
Jordanians against 94 in Jutf-|j 
1990. The bulletin said that trig 
non-Jordanians were involved ty 
personal attacks on others, rot|| 
beries, drag trafficking, ant* 
housebreaking cases. . .£ 

Accor din g to a PSD announce! 
ment last May, a total of 21,88§ 
crimes were committed in Jorifa-* 
during 1990, registering an 
per cent increase of tiie 1981 
figures, with murders, robber 
and immoral acts growing 
-siderably. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israelis jailed for refusing to serve in W. Bank 

TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli array jailed three soldiers for 
refusing to serve in the occupied West Bank, the Israeli Peace 
Group Yesh Gvul said Tuesday. First Sergeant Roman Katz, 24, 
was sentenced to 28 days in a military prison while Corporal Yuri 
Pines, 27, and private Baruch Ben Gal, 19, each got 14 days, Yesh 
Gvul spokesman Mike Levin told reporters. He said about 140 
Israeli soldiers had faced charges for refusing to serve in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip since tbe outbreak of the Palestinian revolt in . 
December. 1987. Yesh Gvul means, in Hebrew, “There is aj 
Limit.” Israeli police Tuesday prevented Binyamin Kahane, 24, -j 
the son of murdered anti-Arab rabbi Merr Kahane, and a group off 
supporters from entering the town of Umm Al Fahm, Israel Radictf 
reported. Mr. Kahane was held for two hours by police after‘s 
insisting on entering the village. ■ g 

Qadhafi invites Benjedid to Libya .. ; ? 

ALGIERS (R) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi, whose t 
country could attend Middle East peace talks, has invited the? 
Algerian president to visit Libya on Aug. 28. Libyan envcjy| 
Khouildi Hamidi, number three in the Libyan hierarchy, me" 
Algerian President Chadli Benjedid and said afterwards he ha< 
brought a message from Colonel Qadhafi. Mr. Benjedid wa 
invited to attend toe inauguration of a water pipeline project, Mr 
Hamidi added. Algerian Foreign Minister Lakhdar Ibrahimi sair 
Monday Algeria would ask the Arab Maghreb Union, which als 
includes Libya, Morocco, Tunisia and Mauritania, to call a foreig 
ministers' meeting on toe latest U.S. peace efforts. He wi 
speaking at a joint news conference with U.S. Secretary of Star 
James Baker. 

Palestinian sentenced to life by Israelis :j 

TEL AVTV (AP) — A Gaza military court Tuesday sentenced!,! 
Palestinian to life in prison for killing an Arab he suspected d 
collaborating with Israel, toe military command said. Faiz Abj 
Shabab, 39, was also found guflty of membership in Force 17, th* 
military branch of toe Palestine Liberation Organisation’s Fata 
faction, an army spokesman said. Mb. Shabab, from toe Gaza Str| 
town Beni SuhaUa, allegedly killed an Arab he suspected 
collaborating with Israel in May 1989, Arab reports and toe ant. 
said. Arab reporters said Mr. Abu Shabab told toe judges after U 
sentencing that he did not recognise toe court as legal and called 
“a government and a flag for tbe Palestinian people.” 


OBITUARY 

THE KAPISANAN NG MANGGAGAWANG I 
FUJPINO SA JORDAN (KMPJQwith its officers j 
& member workers wishes to convey its heartfelt ! 
condolences to the bereaved family of the 
deceased 

Minister Counsellor Ali M. Taupan ,; 

of the Philippine Embassy. 

His passing away is a great loss to the Filipino 
workers. 

The KMPJ/ Amman 
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pessimistic about peace parley 
opportunity to try should be seized 


i 



t 


*5?s? 


. By .Marf ^ jj. Shabfa 

Te®*» SbrfTiJejwTcr 

^^ AMMAN ~-V Jwtfaaifim arc 
^aacrafly pessfafatfc over the- 
^^^thaaiect at success oftfeepleu- - 
;*fe£JfS«d j*** cooferesce between. 
Arabs and Israelis. They bo- 
feve.bowever. thtt the oppor- 
*° «t_at the October 
‘peace Omferes c* should be 
scEeflby' Jardfo, ibc Pa&ti- 
:-i Biros and other Arabs in order 
JTte !***« that it is Xsarti intran- 
^jigwee alone Oarstands in the 
\*rT" "Tray of solving the Palestinians’ 
.^probteth. . 

**' ‘ Ctintftmed mistrust of Israeli 
" Wm ttog and the failure of 
’tire/Palestine LiberationOrga- 
msalion (FLO) to take a lead- 
ing rote as the representative 
. „ |^oC the Paleuinbm in the talks 

^c^T‘arc among the mam reasons 
' v for the pessrrism , ac cordin g to 

a randon survey conducted by 
the Jordan Times this week. 
The Jordanian position and 
. the leadership's acceptance of 
t -flre VS. proposals, for hokting 
r The cc rnfer c pc c have met with 
overall 1 approval, according to 
tfaesoTvey. 

Jordan’s wiUmgness to sis at ' 
.•the peace table with the 
■ Israelis is cm sees as a “seB 
x oat,". but rather as a tool to 
.Thow Arab willingness to 
'axept a peaceful solution to 
Jj» the Palestinian problem and to 
f expose the mtremstaence of the 
* Israelis. 

MostJordamans and Palesti- 
nians interviewed say that they 
do not believe that Israel will 
give np land it occupied during 
'the 1967 Arab-lsdteli war in 
- return Tor peace. 
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“The Israels are building 
1 store settlements on the West 
. Bank, Gaza md even an die 
; Gctei Heights,” says Yousef 
Sacgh, a downtown sbopkeep- 

- cr. “The settlements are every- 
. where and most of our land is 

already expropriated. 1 don't 
know what there is to negoti- 
ate. The Arab governments 
are ranking feeds of themselves 
fhtniinig they can get anything 
from the Israelis,” be adds. 

•‘Surrender and not peace is 
how I would describe the peace 
process, ” says Mohammad 
Yousef, who lives in the 
Wahdat refugee camp. “We 
are the losers because Israel 
will say I won’t take any more 
of your land if you sign a peace 
a g reement. ‘So the Arabs wQI 
end up having signed away all 
rights to our land for no thing in 
-return.’" 

With tbc exception of the 

- blanrists. most Jordanians and 
Palestinians believe that the 
only viable solution at the mo- 
ment for the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict is to apply U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 
333 and thus agree to live 
alongside the state of Israel. 

Af the same tape they fed 
shat forfeiting tbs right to all of 
Palestine has been a drawn out 
em otio nal and psychological 
struggle for them. 

“By accepting the existence 
ofthc state of Israel we are 
being realistic, but we are sad 
because the reality is an injus- 
tice,” says Husni Sabri, a 


lawyer. 

“We 


ve arc ready to recognise 
what is basically an illegal enti- 


ty just because the rest of the 
world wants us to do so and 
because we basically have no 
other choice,” adds the lawyer. 

While those interviewed for 
the survey say they do. not want 
a perpetual state of war. most 
feel that if the peace talks fail 
to deliver a land-for-peace 
solution, which would liberate 
the West Bank, Gaza and 
other occupied Arab lands, in- 
cluding east Jerusalem, then 
eventually there trill be more 
wars." 

“The Israelis have said that 
they will not give up one inch 
of land that they occupied and 
I believe that this will continue 
to be their position,” said 
Amin Barhoum, a student at 
the U ni ver si ty of Jordan. 

Mr. Barhoum feels that 
while the peace effort is in 
many ways “futile” the Jorda- 
nian Icactarshtp is not “wrong” 
in showing its willingness to 
talk to the Israelis. “It's good 
that the government is showing 
everybody that we are willing 
to make peace with the Israelis 
if they give us back what they 
took illegally.” he says. 

“Let the Jordanian govern- 
ment go to the peace talks and 
say we gave peace a chance. If 
and when Israel says ‘no land 
for peace,’ then the issue is 
dosed.” Mr. Awni Fash a says. 

“When another war comes 
as a result of continued Israeli 
occupation then tbc Arabs will 
be able to say 'we tried 
peace,'" adds Mr. Fasha. 

If the impending talks fail, 
those interviewed said, Islamic 
fundamentalists as well as 
radical nationalist parties will 


{ Study to assess 
nutrition situation 


Ity P.V.Vhtkmmd 

U Idaho Times Staff Reporter 
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.. AMMAN- — Having jolted 
the Jordanian sodety with 
die revelation late last year ) 
that over -one million Jbrtfej' 
.. mam live under tbc poverty . 
1 hnc, thcUmtcd^atkmsCb-i 

dreo's Fhod (UNICBFX lias 
.* un dert a ken m ov es td assess 

: the threat and effects of mal- 
nutrition .among Jordanian 
' drildfren at a national feveL 
? r *TRiere-are many indirect 
indicatoathatmalnutzithmis 
prevalent- in many parts of 
. Jordan,” accortfirtg to Nigel 
Rster r tleputy regional direc- 
tor of UNICEF for the MBd- 
<fle East and North Africa. 

Hospitals m tbc Kingdom 
are reporting an increase in 

- the nnmber of low-weight 

- births^ as well as cases of 
. m alaourish m e nt , mostly 
u among the rural population, 

particularly in the south, he 
: added is an interview with 
the. Jordan Times. 

... Malnutrition, which haxn- 
i-iA pers the natural intellectual 
and pbyjdcal development of 
_ the ch d from the very early 
years; fa not a new pbc- 
' noatenon in Jordan, bur 
ttece is* sense of mgcncy to 
address the problem now be- 
fore it gets beyond control. 

. .-A surv ey undertaken by 
UNICEXTand the Ministry of 
-Tfarilffi .'wAfi ' a target audience 
^ srf. 32.D00, scheduled to be 
'J-CCHBptetedhy November this 
year, is expected to offer a . 
dear picture of '.ttfa- extent of 
malnutrition among Jorda- 
niati c^ldren, . particularly 
ttett h t^ bc the first study of 
ittkfesdlaJordan since 1963, 
Mi. .^faher said. •. . 

Ionic yet to see any 
intfitatien to change our ear- 
C' Ser assessinciit of the srtua- 
tioa. " he said referring to foe 
UNICBF finding last year 
that-’ between 130.000 and 
J60,0(X}.T«xisnians were liv- 
ing hi ‘ absolute poverty” in 
edition id die one mallion 
wfanfive under die “poverty” 
foe — average famdies with 
SK»iti)Jy iB«Hne of less than 
--J&^:ndet6ninaed as just 
to meet the basic 
^podriieeds of its members. 

Official Jordanian statistics 
i^VudTlu^23-per cent of 
^d^n»rm2Boa phis popuia- 
t^^ttinained under the 
^foe in 1987, “even 
■ J — . J tfo devahixtion of toe 
v ~ econo mi c restntc- 

frolbg; programme and the 
Jhtf Gulf crisis,” 
noted: 

^.r^oa t 2^600 dakfattn in 14 
^HJHzaities fatrtfae southern . 
^^fcwahof Jord an are benefit- 
aTINICEFnutrition. 

• imptemented 
. cooperation with the 
'ASaPorKf — winch 


-xT-’ 




: B&tjBfjit, a uffid e nf . man- 
twnal value. 

The package contains 


cooking oil. milk, canned 
meat and chicken, eggs, car- 
bohydrates, biscuits, juices, 
lentils and pasta products. 

The distribution system 
takes info consideration that 
Ihe food aid will not be li- 
mited to the beneficiary child 
alone at the consumption 
end, Mr. Fisher said. “It is 
. understood that the entire, 
farafly will be the consum- 
ers," be said. Every eligible 
child in the target communi- 
ties gets the package regard- 
less of the number of be- 
neficiary children in one sing- 
le family, he explained. 

But the programme repre- 
sents only a faction of what 
needs to be done, in view of 
the fact that as many as 

150.000 children could be 
under threat of malnutrition, 

, said Mr. Fisher. 

UNICEF alooe cannot 
shoulder the responsibility of 
such a magnitude, and Mr. 
Fisher hopes that once the 
findings of the survey are 
known, programme could be 
undertaken to launch a 
national campaign to address 

the problem. 

The mipact of poverty also 
extends to hospitals and 
schools and the influx of over 
a quarter million Jordanian 
expatriates — including 

70.000 children — who have 
returned from the Gulf stales 
has placed additional de- 
mands on the infrastructure 
of the health and education 
services, be noted. 

In addition to vaccines and 
oral rehydration salts to treat 
diarrhoea cases. UNICEF 
provided the Ministry of 
Health with large quantities 
of essential medicine — lef- 
tovers from consignments 
sent here to help evacuees 
from Kuwait and Iraq at the 
height of the Gulf crisis — 
but there remains a “critical 
shortage of essential drugs," 
Mr. Fisher said. 

In the realm of education, 
UNICEF fa extending help to 
tire Ministry of Education 
through improving sanitation 
conditions in schools and sup- 
plying “basic materials." 

But, Mr. Fisher restated, 
UNICEF contributions to 
nutritional, educational and 
health programmes in Jordan 
are nowhere near the actual 
seeds of the Kingdom, which 
has to shoulder the lion’s 
share of the responsibility 
through comprehensive poli- 
cies and implementation. 

UNICEF, he said, finds it 
very positive that the Jorda- 
nian budget for 1991 has in 
fact boosted spending in the 
health and education sectors. 

“Soda! services are the 
first to be reduced in situa- 
tions of financial crisis," be 
said, "It is very encouraging 
for us to note that the govern- 
ment has increased its alloca- 
te ' for health and educa- 
tion. services. But a lot re- 
mains k> be done.” 


Children’s 

congress 

starts 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A children's 
congress which entails a number 
of cultural and recreational activi- 
ties has started, with the first 
event organised by the Noor AJ 
Hussein Foundation (NHF) at 
the Royal Cultural . Centre 
■' attended by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor. 

Children from Jordan, Algeria, 
Sudan, Iraq, Palestine and Tuni- 
sia, who arrived in Amman Tues- 
day. will have a week-long prog-« 
r am m e which entails, among 
other things, visits to Jordanian 
households, tours of archaeok* 
gical and touristic sites and 
attendance of various cultural 
performances. 

The congress initiated in 1980 
after the Amman Arab summit 
conference, brings together chil- 
dren from various parts of the 
Arab World in a bid to help boost 
cultural interaction among Arab 
countries. 

Through their shared experi- 
ences during the activities, discus- 
sions and visits, the Arab children 
are encouraged to appreciate- 
more fully the contemporary 
challenges and the ancient bonds 
of culture and understanding that 
are common to all Arab people, 
according to a NHF statement 

Nearly 600 Arab children have 
so Car taken part in the annual 
events held in Jordan since 1980. 

Jordan, Syria 
discuss 
cooperation 
in agriculture 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Officials from 
the Jordan Cooperative Orga- 
nisation (JCO) and a delegation 
representing the Syrian Farmers 
Union Wednesday held Wfe talks 
on cooperation between agri- 
cultural cooperatives. 

Among tire topics discussed 
was the question of marketing 
Jordanian and Syrian agricultural 
products in either country and 
bartering between Jordan and 
Syria taking into account sur- 
pluses during various agricultural 
seasons. 

The two sides also reviewed 
constraints impeding cooperation. 

JCO board Chairman Jamal A1 
Bdour led the Jordanian side. 
The Syrian side was led by Shibli 
Nasser, bead of the Syrian Far- 
mers Union Marketing Bureau. 

The Syrian side was briefed 
by Mr. AJ Bdour about the'JCO’s 
activities and plans and tire orga- 
nisation's contributions to the 
Jordanian national economy. 

The Syrian experiment in agri- 
cultural cooperatives was ex- 
plained at tire meeting. 

Under a general umbrella of 
the Jordan-Syriaa Higher Joint 
Committee, Damascus and Am- 
man have joint economic projects 
and maintain dose cooperation in 
mdustiy, agriculture, tourism and 
other fields. 


eventually win the hearts and 
support of Arab masses. 

“Th£c who oppose the 
pew^sSks will win ground if 
the*Pea£e talks fail." said Mr. 
Hamdi Nsour. “’Hie Islamic 
and other radical parties do not 
want peace with Israel; they 
want to liberate all of Palestine 
and that cannot be done except 
(hough war even through war 
seems way off after the defeat 
of Iraq,” says Mr. Nsour. 

“Bui if the talks break down 
because Israel won’t give up 
the 1%7 land for peace, then a 
renewed hatred of the Israelis 
will give all radical parties a 
boost.” 

Ma&soud Hashim. a retired 
professor of political science, 
says: 

"If there is no solution that 
is at least half acceptable to the 
Arabs during this peace con- 
ference, then there will be a 
sharp rise in support of the 
fundamentalist movements 
across the Arab World. De- 
sperate people, who have no 
hope left, often rum to reli- 
gion.” 

Islamists, which hold the 
single largest number of seats 
in the Jordanian Parliament, 
maintain that nothing less than 
the whole of Palestine must be 
returned to Arab rule if justice 
is to be done. 

The Muslim Brotherhood, 
the biggest party amongst the 
Islamists, has refused to par- 
ticipate in the government of 
Mr. Taher Masri and refuses to 
have anything to do with the 
proposed peace process. 


While many Jordanians are 
of Palestinian origin, a recem 
survey conducted by a Uni- 
versity of Yarmouk professor 
indicated that there are some 
differences in attitudes and 
opinions between Jordanians 
and Palestinians on the peace 
process and the future of the 
occupied territories. 

The study conducted in early 
summer consisted of interviews 
with 2,000 people across Jor- 
dan. 

The study, conducted by Dr. 
Farouk Hlal&heh Junta, indi- 
cated that over 50 per cent of 
those asked believed that the 
Palestinian issue was doser 
than it had ever been to being 
solved peacefully. 

Over sixty per cent of those 
asked linked the interest of the 
Western World to solve the 
Arab- Israeli problem to the 
allied role in the Gulf war. 

While the Yarmouk Uni- 
versity's questionnaire differed 
from that of the Jordan Times, 
a question pertaining to the 
ability of the U.S. government 
to impose its own interpreta- 
tion of U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338 indi- 
cated the same amount of pes- 
simism over the success of the 
peace conference. 

Only twenty per cent of 
those asked in the first survey 
said that they believed that the 
U.S. was willing to put press- 
ure on Israel to solve the 
Palestinian problem within the 
framework of U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 
338. 


House approves loan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parliament debated a $6 
million loan from Belgium to the 
Kingdom in terms of its import- 
j ance to the national economy and 
its impact on the volume of the 
country's foreign debt. 

Several members took the floor 
directing questions to Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh about 
the projects on which the loan 
will be spent and the reasons for 
obtaining such a loan. 

A law on the loan was later 
approved by Parliament in the 
form it was presented by the 
government. 

Belgium is lending Jordan S6 
million to be paid over 30 years, 
with a 10-year grace period, at an 


interest rate of two per cent. 

Mr. Jardaneh told the House 
that the loan was needed to pro- 
vide the country with foreign 
exchange that would help boost 
the Kingdom's foreign currency 
reserves. He said 80 per cent of 
tile loan was a grant. 

The minister said that the Bel- 
gian loan would serve its purpose 
at this particular stage. 

The session, which was 
attended by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Minister of Transport and 
Communications Aii Suheimat 
and several Cabinet members, 
approved an amendment to the 
valne added tax (VAT) law of 
1991 after slight changes to it. 

The government said that the 


law was needed to ensure extra 
revenues and cover the deficit in 
the 1991 fiscal budget. 

The amendment, it said, ex- 
empts certain basic commodities 
from tax so that their prices can 
be accessible to the low-income 
groups. The amendment also pro- 
vides exemptions from the airport 
departure tax for diplomatic mis- 
sions and guests of the Jordanian 
govemmenr as well as Tourist 
groups. 

According to the government, 
the VAT law was bound to secure 
extra revenues, estimated in mil- 
lions of dinars, which would en- 
able the treasury to meet its 
pressing obligations. 


Gulf expatriates help real estate boom 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The local 
market is currently witnessing a 
real estate boom following a quiet 
period resulting from the Gulf 
crisis and its adverse consequ- 
ences on the Jordanian economy, 
according to the head of the 
Jordanian Union of Construction 
Materials Manufacturers Yousef 
Huneiti. 

The renewed activity coincided 
with the return to Jordan of 
thousands of expatriates from the 
Gulf and the growing need for 
j housing units, said Mr. Huneiti in 
; a statement to the Jordan News 
] Agency. Petra. 

Mr. Huneiti compared the pre- 
sent period to that witnessing an 
economic boom in the early 70s 
and said that the boom could last 
until the end of the present cen- 
tury. 

“Life is returning to normal 
after the end of the Gulf crisis 
and thousands of Jordanian ex- 


patriates are now investing in real 
estate like lands and housing un- 
its and flats,” Mr. Huneiti said. 

“The construction work in Jor- 
dan was halted during the Gulf 
crisis, but in tbe early summer 
large numbers of people started a 
feverish search for land and real 
estate,” said Mr. Huneiti. 

He said construction firms have 
lately increased their activities to 
create more homes for people at 
a time when Jordan has stoned 
witnessing a real housing, crisis, 
with -a sharp rise in the rate of 
rents and the cost of flats. 

“Many of the expatriates have 
now decided to build their own 
homes instead of paying a very 
high rent, thus causing the price 
of land to rise shaply.” Mr. 
Huneiti added. 

“Tbe increase in the construc- 
tion operations led to the dis- 
appearance of cement, tiles and 
bricks from the market and the 


emergence of cement in rhe black 
market. “ Mr. Huneiti pointed 
out. He said the brick factories 
had resumed their full operations 
despite lack of sufficient Jorda- 
nian workers after the Ministry of 
Labour had placed restrictions cn 
the non-Jordanian labourers. 

Mr. Huneiti said that stone 
quarries and factories are now 
exporting stone in large quanti- 
ties to the United Arab Emirates. 
He said that exports are expected 
to increase in the near future. 

Last April Mr. Huneiti said 
that the restrictions imposed on 
non-Jordanians had made avail- 
able 7.000 job-vacancies at fac- 
tories manufacturing tiles, bricks 
and stone for building, and he 
invited Jordanians to come for- 
ward and take over rhe jobs. 

Before the crisis, Mr. Huneiti 
said Jordan used to export con- 
struction materials products 
worth JD 100 million to the Gulf. 
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Commitments, commitments! 


THE ISRAELI foreign minister, David Levy, said yesterday 
the U.S. administration would not make any ammutnients 
to the Arab World which ran co o nt e r to the understandings 
the Americans have reached with Israel’s government with 
regard to the Middle East negotiating process. 

According to a picture Levy painted to Knesset members 
and Israeli journalists, these commitments include an 
American promise to refrain from a dialogue with the FLO, 
which “would not be a partner” in negotiations. They also 
entail a premise that there is more than one interpretation of 
U.N. Resolution 242 and a pledge from the Bush admfejstra- 
tion not to allow the Security Council to fake up hsnes 
linked to the peace process as long as the negotiations 
continue. 

The other co mmi t m e n ts, according to Levy, pertain to 
resumption of Soviet diplomatic relations with Israel, to not 
removing Syria from the fist of states that support terrorism 
and to keeping an old American pledge (made by former 
President Gerald Ford) to take into “due areawnt Israel’s 
security needs” when negotiations are underway over the 
Golan Heights. 

If the Israeli foreign minister’s public statements are to be 
believed, a simple deduction would lead os to look at other 
commitments which the Americans did not or would not 
make. On the issue of East Jerusalem, its future and its 
Arab representation, James Baker apparently no 
commitments to the Israelis, leaving open to conjecture the 
question of whether an Arab Jerusalemite would eventually 
join the Patestfruan-Jordanian delegation to peace talks. Hie 
Americans do still believe that East Jerusalem is occu pie d 
territory, even though they stress that the city should “stay 
united.” It is significant therefore that the Israelis, notwith- 
standing their rhetoric that Jerusalem is not negotiable, 
could not pin the UJSL to any pledge or promise on the Holy 
Qty as they reportedly were'abk to do on the ffiatogne with 
the .FLO. The same tiring apparently applies to the rest of 
the occupied territories. Here too Ues a rigntftraif feet In 
that the Americans have probably been more forthcoming 
"“ v ' the Arabs than with the Israelis in their 


with 


interpretation of resolutions 242 and 338. By efidting an 
understanding with foe* UJ5. tint there is more than one 
interpretation of those resolutions, the Israelis are leaving 
the door open for themsetyes to aigne endlessly at the peace 
conference about whether they should withdraw or not. But 
it is a game that is Hkriy to backfire on them, short of the 
talks collapsing one inmate after -tbey start. 

The Israelis, on the other hand, could have asked the 
Americans to rale out the possibility of establishing a 
Palestinian state or a confederation with Jordan as a 
precondition for talks. Moreover, they could have 
on ba nishi ng the PLO from the surface of the earth. But the 
reality of the situation is such that the Israelis cannot ask for 
the moon and have it delivered by the Americans. 

As it is, the Americans gave too much to Shnmtr 
government. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra’i daily said Wednesday . that the United States has 
succeeded in transforming the United Nations from an organisa- 
tion that has been originally designed to ensure world peace and 
security imo an inquisition court charged with taking one decision 
after another against the Iraqi people and condemning them to 
death. The U.S. has also succeeded in transforming the four 
major powers at the Security Council into a group of small 
nations, especially the Soviet Union and China which have 
become more or less like die banana republics, applauding all that 
the U.S. administration says or does, the paper said. As the 
Security Council members took a decision of not discussing the 
lifting of the economic embargo on Iraq, the Islamic foreign 
ministers gathered at Istanbul followed suit and kept aloof from 
any discussions related to the embargo or saving their Muslim 
brothers and asters from death, the paper noted. It said that the 
Iraqi children, women and the sick continue to cry out for help in 
face of the creeping famine, and death while the assassins 
continue to brag about human rights and justice and secretly 
concoct new plots in order to humiliate the Arabs and Muslims. 
Hie paper said such actions and such humiliation to the Arab and 
Islamic nation can only drive the Arabs and Muslims to prepare to 
take revenge on the assassins and those depriving the innocent 
civilians of the right to live in peace. ■ 


Sawt Al Shaab daily said that the participation of the PLO in the 
coming peace negotiations should not be subject to Israel's 
objection because the PLO is the sole and legitimate representa- 
tive of the Palestinian people. If peace is to be achieved, there 
must not be any objection to the Palestinians choosing their PLO. 
representatives to take pan in the negotiations, the paper 
stre _ed. It also noted that the U.S. Secretary of State James 
Bak' ■ who has concluded several shuttle visits to the Middle East 
must have realised by now that it is Isrel which is obstructing his 
moves and not the Arabs or the Palestinians. Mr. Baker must 
have realised that Israel's impossible conditions are delaying the 
work for peace and that these conditions contradict with the 
international legitimacy, the paper noted. Israel’s conditions are 
in fact a sign that the Jewish state is not keen on reaching peace 
and is bent on expanding in Arab land in Palestine whose people 
cry out for justice and want to send their representatives to the 
peace negotiations to end Israel’s occupation of Arab land, the 
paper added. His Majesty King Hussein, in his interview with 
ABC Television Network reaffirmed the need for Israel to 
withdraw from the occupied pan of the city of Jerusalem because, 
he said, it was occupied n the 19(7 war, the paper noted. In order 
that die international legitimacy can be implemented, all parts of 
Arab land occupied by Israel by force should be evacuated, the 
paper added. It said in Che coming negotiations the PLO should 
be a full partner in order to re-demand the rights of the 
Palestinian people. 


Hamadi 


leadership; no need to assess Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 


Following is an interview conducted by I a mb Andoni with 
Iraqi Prime Minister Saadoun Hamadi on the eve of the first 
anniversary of Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait: 


Question: What is the lead- 
ership’s assessment a year after 
Iraq went to Kuwait? Was there a 
reassessment of the action? Do 
yon think it was a mistake, at 
least from a tactical point of 
view? Could you have avoided 
going into Kuwait? 

Answer: I really do not prefer 
to talk about the past, for many 
reasons. To begin with, we have 
been very candid about the issue 
and put forward all of our argu- 
ments concerning its various 
aspects. I do not think that there 
has been any ambiguity that 
would pro mpt ns to clarify onr 
position. Secondly, onr opinion 
remains the same: There has 
been no change in our opinion 
that warrants explanation. If 
there are people who disagree 
with our opinion, this is normal. I 
personally think that talking ab- 
out tiie past is an academic exer- 
cise. We are better off discussing 
the present and the future ... 
The United Nations Security 
Council has adopted resolutions. 
Regardless of what we realty 
think about these resolutions or 
whether we are satisfied with 
them or not, and regardless of 
our opinion, we have accepted 
them. If the issue is whether foe 
resolutions were fair or not, we 
do have an opinion about that. 
But if the question concerns our 
acceptance of these resolutions, 
we have accepted the resolutions. 
We are implementing all of die 
resolutions, no more and no less. 
We believe that (for the sake of) 
Arab Iraqi in tere s ts we should 
ndt talk about the past But to 
discuss the present and the future 
does not mean that when the dust 
settles we will not have a reassess- 
ment of everything. My observa- 
tion is that Western journalists 
and media deliberately focus on 
the past (so as) to drag us into 
saying something that could be 
used (against us) in -a way to 
justify claims that Iraq is not 
abiding by the Security Council 
resolutions. Thu is why I prefer 
not to talk about the past. 


Q: But these questions are also 
beingasked by foe Arab people, 
especially the masses who sup- 
ported Iraq. They feel that there 
are many gaps and many ques- 
tions that remain unanswered. 
Many of Iraq’s supporters now 
feel that Iraq was baited into a 
trap. Why did not Iraq withdraw 
prior to foe Jan. IS deadline if it 
bad ended up withdrawing later? 

A: We are sure that there was a 
plot against Iraq. We have talked 
about that over and over again. 
There was evidence that the war 
was deliberate against us. I have 
written five articles about the 
subject ... (at this point be turned 
around and picked SaHmger’s 
book from a table behind his 
desk). Although I disagree with 
tins book’s interpretation and 
there are may errors in it, the 
main theme of tins book is that 
the war did not start from a 
vacuum. There were motives be- 
hind launching the war against 
Iraq, including the conspiracy 


(fob country) by all means be- 
cause it had emerged victorious 
and strong from its war with Iran. 

They (foe West) were annoyed 
by Iraq’s dear and unequivocal 
policy towards the Palestinian 
cause, and by the Iraqi deter- 
mination to adhere to an inde- 
pendent foreign poficy. 

This is very dear. But as to the 
questions concerning the events 
that led up to foe withdrawal and 
other issues pertaining to the 
same theme. We have not so far 
made a technical and military 
reassessment of what had hap- 
pened. We do think that at tins. . 
stage such a reassessment b 
irrelevant. We think it b a tech- 
nical question. 

Q: But the main question con- 
cerns the pofitkal decision to 
withdraw. What happened in the 
last 48 hours? Is it true that you 
thought that the allies would not 
launch the ground battle if you 
agreed to pull out from Kuwait? 

A: I have already said that I do 
not want to discuss these issues 


now. 


Q: Since the ceasefire the Iraqi 
leadership has vowed to carry our 
democratisation in the country. 
So far people here do not fed 
that there have been c on cr et e 
steps towards political openness. 
Why is the process so slow? 

A: It b inaccurate that there 
have been no concrete steps (to- 
wards democratisation). In feet 
an extremely important step has 
been achieved but has not been 
dbdosed and announced yet I 
am referring to the parties’ law. 
After the aid of our war with 
Iran we formulated a parties* law 
and co n ce pt for pluralism in Iraq. 
The aim was to transform the 
revolutionary (government) in- 
stitutions into constitutional in- 
stitutions. The leadership had 
then vigorously worked on foe ’ 


parties’ law in accordance with a 
decision taken in the eighties. But 
the war with Iran hindered foe 
process. When the war came to 
an end a new parties 1 law and a 
draft press law were formulated. 
The two laws constituted an im- 
portant step towards the develop- 
ment of our institutions. The Gulf 
crisis, however, again inte r rupted 
the process. Everything came to a 
halt. After die and of the crisis 
and the rebellion the emphasis 
shifted again to foe democratba- 
tiou process and the peed to 
move from revolutionary system 
to a constitutional system — I 
refer here to the form of institu- 
tions. After the crisis the parties 
law whs reviewed. As a result of 
tins revision, a substantive mod- 
ification was made on the pre- 
vious draft which was formulated 
after the Iraqi-Iranian war. But 
we still have another important 
issue to tackle which has not been 
finalise d yet — the question of 
negotiations with the Kurdish 
parties. The negotiations have 
gone a long way but they have not 
concluded yet. Consequently we 
have preferred that the parties’ 
law be formulated and readied. I 
mean that the issue (the parties’ 
law) b linked with the conclusion 
of the negotiations with the Kur- 
dish parties. This b why the law 
has not been ratified or 
announced yet. But die parties' 
law has been formulated and all 
of die legislative steps have been 
taken to put it into effect. This b 
certainly a step towards democrar 
tisation that cannot be underesti- 
mated. The same applies to the 
constitution which was also 
drawn up after the end of the war 
with Iran. The c ons t i t uti on b also 
bong studied again in the same 
direction. These are not steps to 
be underestimated. 

Q: What are the changes and 
modifications on dm parties’ law? 
How will they affect poetical life 
in tins country? Can you che any 
specific modifications? 

A: They are related to the issue 
of pluralism. The (old) law, 
which had been drafted after the 
war with Iran, has certainly been 
developed. The modifications 
have been drawn up as a result of 
consultations with other political 
trends. 

Q: Cotiki yon be more, specific? 
Do foe modifications include less 
restrictions on the political par- 
ties that will be allowed? 

A: I do not think that it b 
ap propriate to talk about the 
details now. As yon can see, foe 
country n passing through’ (diffi- 
cult) conditions. It b good and 
fruitful for us to consider and to 
discuss issues fike die constitu- 
tion, the parties* law and plural- 
ism even though we are feeing 
difficult conditions such as the 
economic embargo and the feet 
that the dialogue with the Kur- 
dish parties has not been final- 
ised. 

All I can say that the develop; 
merit of the parties' law has been 
very positive. 

Q: What b really delaying a 
final agre e m e nt with the Kurdish 
parties? Is it differences over the 
concept of pluralism? Kurdish 
leaders have said that they have 
submitted a paper that outlined 
their own understanding of plur- 
alism. Where have the negotia- 
tions reached? 

A: It b true that negotiations 
with the Kurdish parties have 
taken a longer period than ex- 
pected. But taking into account 
the issues involved and the pre- 
vailing conditions more time was 
needed. 

Q: Again, can you be more 
specific? What are the major 
deferences ...7 

A: We have to remember the 
backdrop to the negotiations. 
Throughout the previous period 
we have been fighting (each 
other). Thus we have not started 
from a peaceful point for the 
process to be an ordinary one. 
There were further complications 
that have been imposed by the 
American aggression, the inter- 
nal sabotage activities which had 
followed, the external pr e ssure s 
being exerted cm Iraq and foe 
economic embargo. If we start 
with such a background it is only 
natural to expect such a delay. 
Yon also have to remember that 
we have to tackle many issues at 
the same time. We have tackle 
the problem of the international 
embargo, security, how to deal 
with the Security CouncO resolu- 
tions and many other im port a nt 
issues. If they (the negotiations) 
were conducted under different 
circumstances, it would have 
taken less time. What b really 
important b that there is a con- 
tinuous progress, and this is what 
counts. 

Q: But bow has the lead- 
ership's view changed, if it has, 
about the role of the Kurdish 
parties, which have always been 
accused of being manipulated by 


foreign governments and now 
that they are here, in Baghdad, 
negotiating with the government? 

A: The discussions with all of 
tire political trends in the north of 
the country aim at finding a new 
common ground or establishing 
new principles that will be accept- 
able to them. The important 
thing b that we are confident that 
there is a genuine desire (on the 
part of the Kurdish parties) to 
find a nationalist solution for die 
problem that will preserve 
national unity. For our part, we 
cannot but welcome such a posi- 
tion fry foe Kurds. We cannot but 
accept such a nationalist attitude. 
If we choose to allow the part to 
affect onr judgement of the pre- 
sent or of the future, then we 
shall have a complicated future 
and complicated present. We 
have to look forward to the fu- 
ture. Regardless of the past we 
want to reach an agreement on 
the basis of principles. Our 
assessment b that their (die Kur- 
dish parties) position has been 
positive. 

Q: It seems that the situation in 
the north b relatively dearer than 
in the south. Do yon think that 
the unrest in the south created or 
deepened sectarianism among the 
Shiites, especially that the in- 
formation available suggests that 
in addition to the Iranian role 
there were- also (anti- 
government) d em o ns t ra tions in 
the south? Do you t hink that this 
discontent could be transformed 
into sectarian sedition or streng- 
then die Iranian influence on the 
Iraqi Shiites? 

A: Fust and foremost yon have 
to remember that we have gone 
through very difficult times. Iran 
had tried to exploit these 
hardships to incite people and 
nourish sectarian sentiments. 
People were suffering from the 
war. Public services were para- 
lysed (by the allied bombard- 
ment). There was no communica- 
tions. Electric plants were des- 
troyed. Those were all important 
factors that could not but create 
(political) confusion among some 
people. Moreover, in every socie- 
ty there are people who are impa- 
- dent, weak, or people who har- 
bour sectarian incfinationsJ There 
were also those who were mainly 
Influenced by the pressures of the 
hardships. Those were factors 
which could not but influence 
people who slipped and deviated 
from the nationalist path. There 
was those who deviated because 
they had illusions. But as soon as 
the reconstruction started, public 
services started being restored, 
tire majority of those people who 

took part in foose demonstrations 
admitted their mistake. 


There was definitely a moving 
force behind what had happened 
in foe south and there were tods 
used by fob force. It b doubtless 
to fay that foe moving force in foe 
south was foreign. The tools were 
both foreign and domestic. I have 
already explained the problems 
which had helped in finding the 
internal (domestic) tools. We are 
still tackling these problems so 
that what happened wifi not be 
repeated again. # 

Q: But do you think that the 
unrest in foe south has deepened 
sectarianism among the Iraqi 
Shittes or has the Iranian influ- 
ence been strengthened in the 
south? 

A: No, we do not believe that 
they (the Iranians) have suc- 
ceeded in doing that. To the 
contrary, during the framan-Iiraqi 
war Iran used to address our 
people through its media (it had 
Arabic television and radio ser- 
vices). It used to try to draw to 
onr people an idealistic model of 
the Iranian regime. It.was trying 
to exploit people’s religious feel- 
ings and principles to reach out to 
the people. Our people did not 
know of Iran except what they 
heard from its media and the 
confrontation at front: An army 
feeing another army. But during 
(last spring’s) events our people 
bad a first-hand and tangible ex- 
perience with Iran, for tbey (the 
Iranians and pro-Iranian ele- 
ments) had controlled the dries 
(m foe south) for a period of 
time, and our people saw their 
deeds and how they dealt with 
people. In other words our peo- 
ple had the chance to experience, 
albeit for a short period of time, 
tiw Iranian brand of Islamic sys- 
tem. Or at least they experienced 
a microcosm (namouzaj 
mousaghar) or a mini-model of 
the Iranian regime. Onr people 
had never seen such thing first- 
hand before. 

For example, when the Iranian 
agents controlled Karbala for 13 
days and perpetrated what they 
did in 13 days their practices were 
incredible and Unprecedented in 
terms of repression, savagery and 
ugliness. Therefore the events did 
not succeed in forging closer ties 
between our people and the Ira- 
nian regime ... and did not create 
a sectarian problem in Iraq. The 
events had exposed the reality of 
that regime .... 

O*. That brings back to the war. 


What did the Iraqi leadership 
really expect from Iran? Last 
week President Saddam Hussein 
described bran as the poisonous 
dagger. Does that mean that the 
I ranian leaden had made to you 
promises before the war that they 
had reneged on after the war? 

A: I trill not go into details. 
But the Iranian position (before 
the war) was mainly dictated by 
tiie Iranian people’s sentiments. 
They had to accommodate the 
popular sentiments (in Iran). If 
they did not the Iranian people 
would have deplored any diffe- 
rent position that would have 
contradicted the anti-imperialist 
slogans that the Iranian regime 
had put forward. The Iranian 
leaderahip could not then swim 
against the popular current; and 
consequently, their position in 
general was positive. That posi- 
tive Iranian position had then 
broken the psychological barrier 
(between Iran and Iraq) and we 
(both governments) became 
dose. It seems now that at the 
time when they were taking such 
a position positive in appearance 
they were secretly planning some- 
thing completely different, some- 
thing contrary to their pubfic 
statements that they were not 
ready to exploit the conditions 
against Iraq. What happened la- 
ter was exactly the opposite. 

Q: I want go back to the issue 
of democracy. Nobody expects 
big changes in Iraq overnight, but 
the impressions that journalists 
get here is that so far the lead- 
ership’s promises of democracy 
have not been very successful in 
breaking the barrier of fear. Is 
foe leadership aware of or agrees 
with this conclusion? How do you 
explain this phenomenon of fear 
here? 

A: We believe that it is just a 
matter of time and such issues 
will be solved. Can’t yon see 
changes in the Iraqi press? The 
process wifi continue. I do not see 
a reason for fear, e xc e pt for 
ima gining and that some memor- 
ies of the violent events which 
took place immediately after the 
war are still very fresh in people's 
minds. The memories of fighting, 
using arms and other actions, are 
still there. Perhaps these memor- 
ies create this fear that yon are 
talking about. Remember that 
there are other serious problems 
that create psychological impacts 
on people: First and foremost the 
economic embargo against Iraq. I 
do not think that the democra- 
tisation process is slow; it is just 
that the leadership has too many 
things to handle- at once — things 
that are caused by the economic 
embargo. But I believe that in 
time things wiH become dearer. 

Q: The West, especially the 
U.S., has made it dear' that tire 
economic embargo will not com- 
pletely be lifted until foe regime 
and President Saddam Hussein 
are out. Talking into considera- 
tion foe international political 
isolation of Iraq, what is the 
standing of the regime and its 
chances for survival as you see it? 

A: The regime is strong ami 
will survive. The (Americans) 
may be determined but that does 
not mean that they shall attain 
everything they like. In our opin- 
ion the coordinates indicate that 
the situation is progressing in our 
favour. If yon compare the situa- 
tion today with the situation last 
week you see a constant progress 
— on all levels. They simply 
cannot achieve everything they 
want. For example as time 
elapses, we are not the only ones 
to suffer from the international 
embargo; other parties are suffer- 
ing and they have already started 
to voice their resentments. There ' 
are more voices and demands 
now for an end to the embargo. 
Arguments are .raised by many 
against the sanctions and more 
and more people (in foe work!) ■’ 
are saying that there is no justi- 
fication for keeping the embargo 
after the Iraqi withdrawal from 
Kuwait. 

Q: Do you mean to say you 
believe that time is in your 
favour? 

A; It is defimtiy not against us. 

Q: But the pressures are 
mounting. There are almost daily * 
accusations that Baghdad is not 
fully abiding by the Security 
Council resolutions concer nin g its 
mass destruction weapons. 

A: (Smiling in a dismissive 
manner): We do not believe that 
there is any ambiguity regarding 
Iraq’s adherence to the Security 
Council resolutions. Onr decision 
to implement foe resolutions is- 
irreversible. We are im- 
plementing the resolutions. I be- 
lieve foot eventually they will 
have to reconsider and change 
their position, 

. Q: You seem convinced that 
time is in your favour, fait how 
will these pressures affect the 
Iraqi people who are being told 
by the U.S. government — that 
the situation wifi only gfumpt 
wfaen the president is removed. 

A: The Iraqi people them- 
selves, throughout foe crisis — 
and this was reported by western 


journalists — have expressed sup- 
port for the regime. I believe that 
the Iracp people support the pres- 
ident and ding to him more than 
ever. They are aware that the 
president has beat the primary 
factor in keeping foe country’s 
unity. The president has been foe 
primary factor in the reconstruc- 
tion process and the restoration 
of public facilities and services 
after the war. I personally believe 
that the vast majority of our 
people support the president. 
And if foe Americans will con- 
tinue to use this language, the 
only reaction here will be the 
re in force m ent of national identi- 
ty, comm i tm en t and unity. For 
and every nationalist Iraqi 
realises that foe American lan- 
guage is directly encroaching 
upon and violating Iraqi dignity 
and Iraqi national will. In fact the 
more me Americans keep up 
their rhetoric foe dearer it be- 
comes to the Iraqi people that the 
target is the patriotism and 
nationalism of the president. This 
will only r ei n fo rce the president's 
national credentials and his popu- 
larity. ft wifi reinforce a positive 
and nationalist position even 
among those who differ in their 
opinion or interpretations (with 
the regime). Some are even 
saying that they now support the 
regime because it is being 
targeted for its nationalist posi- 
tions. 

Q: In your statements and a 
series of articles you wrote, you 
indicated that Iraq can still main- 
tain its pan-Arab nationalist posi- 
tion despite the destruction of its 
military ability. Do you think 
Iraq can play the same role in 
Arab politics that it was playing 
prior to the war, or what role do 
you envisage for Iraq? 

A: Fust of all I have to clarify 
that Iraq had not been trying to 
play the role of the leader of the 
Arab World. Iraq was trying to 
get foe Arab countries together, 
or some of the Arab countries, in' 
foe nationalist direction. There- 
fore Iraq took the initiative and 
was persistent in returning Egypt 
to the Arab fold.. It was also 
persistent in efforts to strengthen 
foe Arab League and took part in 
the Arab Cooperative Conned] ... 
Iraq was not frying to take The 
lead ... but was preaching princi- 
ples of an independent Arab fore- 
ign polity. Iraq has not changed: 
It still believes in the same goals 
and principles. It still believes in 
foe liberation of Palestine, in 
social justice, in social develop- 
ment, in setting np a new fairer 
economic system that caters to 
the needs of the poorer working 


classes. Iraq still believes in good 
relations among Arab states, in a 
strong Arab League, in joint 
Arab action. Nothing has altered 
in onr position. - What has 
changed is foe means and not the 
goals or principles. Iraq has now 
less economic and financial 
means but its position remaffis 
foe same. But even with foe 
means available we are confident 
that this fine, the independent, 
nationalist trend, represents the 
future of the Arab World — not 
any other. ... 

Q: But practically Iraq’s role in 
enforcing such goals have been 
weakened while foe other camp 
has prevailed. What role can Iraq 
play under these conditions, if 
any? 

A : I believe that if the position 
is to be judged from foe view- 
point of political principles, Iraq's 
s tanding has not been weakened 
but has been strengthened. These 
are not just words, bat the war as we 
see it Iraq has paid the price for 
its political principles and has not 
succumbed. We have paid a price 
but we still are committed to the 
same positions. It is true that the 
U.S.' influence in the region is 
stronger than it was before. The 
growing influence of the U.S. in 
the region and in foe world is 
primarily the result of foe endjrirf 
foe cold war and foe rivalry be- 
tween the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union. But eventually this grow- 
ing influence will backfire, for the 
U.S. is trying and will continue to 
fry to monopolise the world. The 
Americans will not be fair or just 
in dealing with the world's na- 
tions. We are witnessing a return 
to old political and economic 
colonialist practices and policies. 
In the past the competition be- 
tween foe U.S. and foe Soviet 
Union had served to curb col- 
onialist practices ... but they (the 
Americans and the Wert) are 
reverting to these practices. 

What will these practices lead 
to? They will only lead to provok- 
ing foe world's nations. We do 
not believe that eventually foe 
world's nations will submit to 
such arrogant, tyrannical pri- 
nces. The Iraqis and the Palesti- 
nians are already experiencing 
this American tyranny every day. 
Other nations will also suffer and 
will reject there practices*. The 
return to colonialist methods will 
revive nationalist resistance.- The 
reaction of the U.S. to tins resist- 
ance will not be peaceful but very 
violence ... This is why We do not 
agree that American influence . 
will bring about peace to the ; 


(Continued on page 5) 


A different situation 


To the Editor: 


'* * 


IT is usually with deep respect that I read the Jordan Times 
Opinions and Analysis page, comfortable in foe feeling that that 
particular page carries opinions from within and without ’the 
country, giving me pleasure and satisfaction. Not so when I read 
foe Jordan Tunes editorial of Aug. 6, 1991, entitled “ Absent 
whips are missed.” It was so bitter and heated that I had to break, the 
sugar quota of my morning coffee and stick my bead out of The 
window for cool air. 

First, second, and third reading of “Absent whips are misseJd” 
invariably lead to one conclusion: Members of the Lower House 
of Parliament killed the Investment Law, Jordan will thus not.be 
marketed as an investment haven, and the economic problems 
and unemployment are here to stay. .. 

No, sir, foe situation was and is entirely different from what 
your editorial portrayed it to be. The investment law was passed 
and approved in major areas such as industry, agriculture, 
housing, tourism, and health, where billions could be invested. 
Certain amendments, however, had to be introduced specifically 
in the areas of mineralogy, education, media, communications, 
and international programmes. And for a good reason: The safety - 
and security of our national identity. 

Lower House members present at foe House session on Aug. 5 
sought xo assure safety on the Investment Law highway for vehicle' 
and travellers to reach the destination of economic viability and 
success. Towards that end they erected road signposts and find 
down guidelines imposing speed limits and advising caution h$re 
or there and mandating drivers to even yield at crossroads. Ail’ to 
the benefit and wellbeing of co-travellers and to assure safe and 
smooth progress towards, hopefully, a common goal- — that of a 
healthy interaction with the economies of others, be they natural 
persons, legal entities, world bodies, or governments. The fast 
thing in our minds was to leave the investment law vehicle wide 
open for each and every one with legal tender to jump,. in, 
weighing it down and bringing its onward movement to a virtual 
standstill. Not all investors, I am sure you agree, are abdve 
suspicion. Human nature, being what it is, some would 'not 
hesitate to exploit road conditions turns to realise their hidden 
agenda. Never mind travellers marking time in the meanwhile. 

Wfo tiie position of foe Lower House members shot dativn,.the 
editorial next took on foe government parliamentary group infoe 
Lower House and failed foe government for not taking the whir** 
to that group and lamented its lack of action to rein in cabinet 
ministers to vote in its favour. Whip, did you say? Whatever 
happened to democracy, free expression of opinion in and out of 
the government? Power whips are welcome to be missed. Ntitso 
democracy. 

To American dollars, German marks, French and Swiss francs 
Japanese yens, etc., we say welcome in the service of <mr 
economy, to alleviate unemployment and economic problems and 
to bring about prosperity for all nations . 

Finally, let me assure you that comprehension of Jordan 
economic reality was the one factor that dictated ratroductioiLof 
foe said amendments, not to register political gains, but to assure 
that the rescue operation does not turn into a guillotine fortfte 
nation's very identity through uncontrolled investments. "■* 


Jamal A* Al Sarayrah, 
Member of the Lower 
Amman. 
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Years Of Colour*— a display 
i Arab heritage in Denmark 


oian costumes and jewelry at 
an opening of an exhibition in 
Denmark recently. 

"This collection/' she con- 
tinued, "is a manifestation of 
my relationship with the 
women of my country, 
through whom I discovered 
our common rich Arab herit- 
age and problems." 

Mrs. Ka'war, who has dis- 
played her co//ecrions 
throughout the years in Col- 
ogne, Paris, Munich . Berlin 
and Tokyo has recently re- 


turned from opening an ex- 
hibit at the Mocsgard 
Museum in Denmark — 
“WOO years of colour". The 
collection covers about SOU 
items from the last 10U y tars. 

“ Women in the early days 
spent much money and long 
hours in preparing their dress. 
There are psychological 
reasons behind this," Mrs. 
Ka 'war reflected. “It is all a 
matter of identity with the 
village and the area. " 

An understanding of cqual- 
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ity also emerged from 
women's gatherings. When a 
girl turned 16, she was intro- 
duced to the art of embroid- 
ery, Mrs. Ka ‘war said. The 
elderly sat with the young and 
there was no age barrier. On 
the contrary, “seeing them 
together made me feel that 
this gave importance to the 
older women, making them 
feel wanted." 

Similarly, it was a form of 
education, particularly for the 
young, because despite ses- 
sions of intimate gossip. “they 
would also learn about the 
many perplexities of life,” 
Mrs. Ka'war noted. 

Comparing the recent 
embroidered dresses with the 
old ones. Mrs. Ka war said it 
is not like it used to be. The 
earlier dresses were all hand- 
woven and hand dried. Furth- 
ermore. there were no bor- 
ders like there are now. “ Ev- 
erything was produced in the 
area. Silk was brought in from 
Syria, linen from Egypt and 
silk threads were prepared by 
the Lebanese and Syrians." 
Sow. Mrs. Ka'war pointed 
out with regret, “they are 
machine embroidered on 
synthetic fabrics . " 

Nevertheless, the costumes 
currently on display in De- 
nmark are arranged according 
to period. “As one moves 
along the room , he is taken 
from one year to the nexr. one 
decade succeeds the other." 
Mrs. Ka’war said. 

The display is divided into 
geographical areas as well . 
There is a souk at the entr- 
ance and at the other end 
there is a shop full of tradi- 
tional items. On both sides 
are costumes including 
scarves. For an extra touch, 
an -old radio from the 1930s 
plays Um Kahhoum. “We 
bad women wearing new 
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- Princess Stephanie: i hope 
people will see I’m a true person 


-By Dana Kennedy 

.The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Fora tieet- 
l mg second, Princess Stepha- 
nie looks as if she win live up 
to her image as a spoiled 
' jet-setter: She slouches on a 
fa . ; ^ sofa inher hotel suite, smok- 
■ r^iiag cigarettes with a sulky 
fa f ‘lejqntsslpa and stretching her 
fa ; f iring tegs on die coffee table. 
jd'f ; ‘ff But when she opens her 
; Jiu otrihiibe princess vanishes. 

She as replaced by 26-year- 
• Stephanie Grimaldi, who 
-iXtaybc the daughter of Grace 
By and Prince Rainier of 
; rr Monaco bu t talks and acts as 
* r I _ if s&e grew op in Kansas. 

\ If': Jhotigb bet first language 
.«£« f '^55 French, she speaks fluent 
: : Axn^rican-accented English 
it*’: yrynd calls herself “50 per cent 
isf^i 'jAmeric an. " She talks candid- 
^ ar ¥ w ^ 20iJt pretense'. 

Princess Stephanie is 
£ _ r . psoinotihg her first EngUsh- 
: : $ngnage record album, titled 
J^gY Stephanie. Her Erst 

fail ~J5/bt^.was a major hit in 
fafi . J&antx and a single from the 
jo^- ,^jbum, "Irresistible , ” went to 

fgt&. i- ^ " 

\'^i ^^Sberyvcars a whrte jersey, 
tW* "'- black jeans, silver-tipped 
fowboy boots and sports the 
X ';tond- ;of jewelry associated 
•Jl u y ^rey^aliew Jersey mall 
f sft i Jw wfthEuropcan royal - 

: ld u&ri3fonky silver rings adom 
$i- .r4xz,‘$Bgi irs and one thumb , 
,fa r - »iii >£e veraJ ■ cloth wish 

00 ; her left wrist. 

Pm a 

flfotera-teHsartb' person. ' ’ 
fd&$a&,~‘Tve been called a 
r~p^bot tbat'snn insult to my 
putsDtsfThey didn’t raise a 
^ jMt an riiimature, . 

'-msenotive person." 
fit' "'-Aymusi aft. career is a 
jMncc tocQmbat that image, 

^ fSbe sa^ "rm pursumg this 
fi *. an excuse to talk 

r^ourffle. Jwastto be recog - 
,Vjj oi&ed for. me,” she said. 

“With my snags and muse, 
^ it y s a rimy of sharing things 

Jk Ai^.-Cr ,• ... 
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with people that really have 
to do with me." 

To hear her talk, the gilded 
life of 3 modem princess is 
more a prison than a plea- 
sure. ■ 

"It’s hard growing up in 
the limelight. “ she said. 
“ People invent series. They 
call me a man-eater. An in- 
nocent date with a friend 
becomes a major scandal. I 
don’t even like all those jet- 
set parries.” 

She co-wrote the lyrics on 
Stephanie with her former 
boyfriend, Los Angeles re- 
cord producer Ron Bloom. 
She hopes the music conveys 
a message. 

U I get really frustrated 
being stuck with this image 
that I got when I was 18 , " she 
said. “ People tend not to 
take me seriously. It was 
normal then to go out and 
have fun but I’m not like that 
anymore. Through this I 
hope people will see Tm a 
true person , not just this 
Bake." 

Even allowing for tabloid 
hyperbole , Princess Stepha- 


nie's past has more than fed 
the gossip mill. Her notoriety 
began on a tragic note when 
her mother died in a car 
accident after suffering an 
apparent stroke while driving 
her daughter to their palace 
in Monte Carlo. 

“I was 17 — it was a bard 
age to lose her," Princess 
Stephanie said. “My mom 
was my best friend." 

One of the songs on her 
new album. Words On The 
Wind is dedicated to her 
mother. 

" I truly believe she 's a part 
of me and that she’s given me 
that extra confidence Prin- 
cess Stephanie said. “I hope 
the song is a way to help 
someone else who’s lost a 
loved one. ” 

After her mother’s death. 
Princess Stephanie was in- 
volved with the sons of 
French movie stars Jean Paul 
Belmondo and Alain Delon. 
Later she took up with actor 
Rob Lowe , lived in Los 
Angeles with a nightclub 
owner with a criminal record 
and started a swimsuit com- 


pany. 

Last year, she announced 
her engagement to Jean Yves 
Lefur with a lavish engage- 
ment party. They broke up 
soon after and Stephanie 
threatened to sue him for 
$ 150,000 in gifts, parries and 
other expenses. 

It’s bard to square her past 
with the warm, likable, girl- 
next-door who speaks so 
earnestly about wanting an 
“ identity that's not based on 
who my parents are. ” 

"What am I supposed to do 
to stop the stories — stay 
locked up in my room?" she 
said. “ Even that wouldn't 
work. They'll write that I'd 
gone into a major depression. 
You know, the infamous ‘in- 
sider’ would tell them all 
about it." 

Princess Stephanie appears 
both jaded and amazed by 
the press coverage of her 
family. She rolls her eyes 
when pointing to a copy of 
the latest issue of Paris 
Match, which features a pic- 
ture of her and her sister. 
Princess Caroline, on the 
cover. 

“Here we are on the cover 
of one of the world's biggest 
magazines and we’re just 
going shopping. Like, that’s 
an international event?" 

She is bitter, though, about 
how Princess Caroline, 34, 
has been created since her 
husband, Stefano Casiragbi, 
was killed in a speedboat 
accident last fall. 

"My sister lost her husband 
and still they had to look for 
negative things to write ab- 
out,” she said. “I wish they 
would just leave her alone. 
Sometimes it gets me real 
mad. This kind of stuff hap- 
pens when my family is in 
real pain" 

Princess Stephanie divides 
her time between Los 
Angeles and Monaco but says 
she increasingly prefers being 
pear her family. 
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Haw cushions with traditional mmbroidary dtwatfn g the sofa of a Palestinian borne in 
Amman 


Palestinian dresses behind 
barbed wire, to give the feel- 
ing of the camps in the West 
Banfc,” Mrs. Ka’war said. 
" We also had a water faucet in 
a camp and a woman carrying 
tins to fill them with water. 
From one side of the tin. 
water dripped, it was very 
effective. " 

Through these messages, 
Mrs. Ka'war feels that more 
people could be reached out 
to this way than through poli- 
tics. "People become more 
affected through culture, they 
become more involved. In this 
way we can also portray a 
good image of the Arab 
women" rather than the 
stereotype image that is pro- 
jected in the West. 

“Forty years ago, a relative 
of mine gave toe two tradi- 
tional costumes as a present ," 
Mrs. Ka'war wrote in 1987. “I 
was already interested in the 
textiles and jewelry, but I 
never thought that one day 
this present would grow to be 
the largest collection of dres- 
ses from Palestine and 
Jordan. ” 

“ Back home I saw the influ- 


ence of the 1918 Arab-lsracli 
war on the people. The 
beautiful picture I had of the 
village women coming in 
groups to the market in Beth- 
lehem had vanished. Their 
villages were occupied and 
they were now settled in re- 
fugee camps away from their 
homes, facing a new style of 
life and a new camp culture, " 
she said explaining what insti- 
gated her drive to obtain the 
largest collection of Arab 
heritage. 

“This situation made me 
double my efforts." Mrs. 
Ka'war affirmed. She began 
collecting information 
through interviews with 
women. “A strong common 
bond developed between us 
because we both loved our 
heritage and felt sad because 
it was being shattered in the 
camps. " 

Through the interviews. 
Mrs. Ka'war, learm about the 
women's lifestyle their posi- 
tion in the family, their chang- 
ing role in modem times, their 
attachment to their villages 
and heritage, the instability of 
their refugee camp lives, as 


well as the shattering effect of 
any political crisis in the area 
on their daily life. 

"In order to appreciate the 
costumes, it is important to 
understand the culture of 
Palestine and Jordan and the 
role of women in daily life. " 
Mrs. Ka'war said. 

Peasant and bedouin 
women played an important 
pan in the economy. There 
existed a traditional and fun- 
ctional division of labour be- 
tween the sexes. Men's and 
women's work complemented 
each other. 

An example of this can be 
found in the production of 
bread, Mrs. Ka'war said. 
While men ploughed the land 
and planted wheat, women 
did the weeding. Men would 
work in harvesting and 
women would provide them 
with food and gather the har- 
vest. Men did the thrashing, 
women cleaned the wheat. 
Men took the wheat to the 
mill and brought back the 
flour while women baked the 
bread. Both would then eat 
the bread together. 

"h goes to show that men 


and women worked side by 
side and each was very impor- 
tant to the other.” Mrs. 
Ka’war said. Having /earned 
fhis. "the information became , is 
as precious as the collections be- 
{ of costumes) itself and I be- gor 
came more interested in the , n< f 
women than the costume," 
she added. 

Now. when Mrs. Ka'war 
gives lectures during the 
opening of any exhibition . she 
chooses to concentrate more 
on the cultural dimensions of 
the dress rather than the 
embroidery details itself. 
“Most of the public are not 
interested in the embroidery 
itself she said. 

Meaningful as it is. 
embroidery remains best 
admired by those who 
appreciate beautiful work- 
manship and understood by 
those who have a love for 
embroidery. 

“What I would like," Mrs. 
Ka’war said, “is to keep going 
on with the exhibitions . " She 
hopes, to have one in the 
United Kingdom, Sweden, 
Finland and Norway as well 
as at a few German museums. 


Yves Saint-Laurent and Christian 
Lacroix — 2 stars of haute couture 


One has already been a member of 
the very exclusive club of grands 
couturiers for a long time. The 
other recently attracted consider- 
able attention when he joined. 
Both of them fill the fancies of 
elegant women all over the world. 





By Claire Thierry 

PARIS — “Today, this man 
is purely and simply the 
greatest grand couturier in 
the world, ” wrote the Amer- 
ican magazine. Harpers 
Bazaar. That premonition 
was published in 1972. In 
1991, it is a fact. 

This is borne out by the 
honours the French designer 
has been collecting all over 
the world for the last ten 
years: Retrospective exhibi- 
tions at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York 
in 1983, at the Palace of Fine 
Arts in Peking, at the 
Museum of Fashion Arts in 
Paris in 1986, in Sidney, Au- 
stralia, and at the Hermitage 
in Leningrad in 1987. In 
1985, French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand gave him the 
Legion of Honour and, short- 
ly afterwards, be received the 
Oscar for the greatest coutur- 
ier for all of bis work. 

This homage is paid to a 
talent which, according to 
critics and customers (includ- 
ing Catherine Deneuve), has 
never failed from one collec- 
tion to another. This is borne 
out by the commercial good 
health of the YSL group 
which has a turnover of about 
3 billion francs and is run 
with an iron grip by its chair- 
man Pierre Berge. 

Thanks to Bus support,' 
Yves Saint-Laurent's career 
has followed an exemplary 
course. The story begins in 
1958, when the young pro- 
digy designer, who bad just 
arrived from the colourful 
Algeria of his childhood. 


joined the Christian Dior 
firm as an assistant. He be- 
came the chosen favourite 
and, when the couturier died, 
he was appointed as the artis- 
tic director of the company 
which, at the time, was run 
the Marcel Boussac, a big 
name in textiles. 

He achieved immediate 
success with his first collec- 
tion, revealing a personal 
style and, that year, present- 
ing a fashion which was to be 
all the rage: The " trapeze ” 
line. In the following years , 
Yves Saint-Laurent was the 
only person able, by instinct, 
to masterfully grasp and in- 
terpret the spirit of "the 
street”. The shy and quiet 
avant-garde designer intro- 
duced roll-necks and leather 
jackets on the cat-walks, h 
was something unheard of in 
the still stilted world of haute 
couture. The spirit of these 
fashions did not appeal to 
Marcel Boussac but delighted 
women whose life-style has 
moved on to greater 
freedom. 

In 1961 , Yves Saint-Lau- 
rent left Dior to set up his 
own firm with the help of the 
business manager Pierre 
Berge and the American 
financier Mack Robinson. 
From then on, tom season to. 
season, he went from success 
to success, with a style 
marked by a rare sense of 
proportions and colours , 
sometimes inspired by artists: 
The Mondrian line. Pop Art, 
the African line , Ballets Rus- 
ses, the Scottish line (winter 
91-92). Classical styles were 
skilfully reinterpreted: Din- 


Yves Saint Laurent 

ner jackets, suits, safari suits, 
hooded jackets and sailor- 
suits. Homage was paid to 
Picasso, Cocteau. Matisse 
and Van Gogh with embroid- 
ery sumptuously carried out 
by the Lesage company, and 
. be also designed theatre cos- 
■ tumes. 

In 1966 , he launched bis 
collection of ready-to-wear 
clothes for women (Saint- 
Laurent Rive Gauche, on 
sale in 110 exclusive shops 
throughout the world), and 
then for men. There are also 
his furs and accessories sold 
under licence: Jewellery, 
scarves , glasses . shoes, leath- 
er goods, cosmetics and per- 
fumes (Opium, created in 
1977. is a world best-seller). 

Today, Yves Saint-Laurent 
and Pierre Beige, who have 
bought up the shares of their 
biggest shareholders (Robin- 
son in 1973 and Cents in 
1991 ) hold 46 per cent of the 
YSL group . The couturier is 
very wealthy, but he is also a 
generous patron and philan- 
thropist, supporting huma- 
nitarian causes, artists and 
opera musk 

It took Saint-Laurent thirty 
years to achieve all this. Is 
Christian Lacroix in the pro- 
cess of scoring the same suc- 
cess at a taster speed? Seme 
strange coincidences can be 
noted in their careers. The 


Christian Lacroix 

latest arrival in haute couture 
made a triumphal entrance in 
the 80s, like an invigorating 
tonic in a sector in which 
creativity was slowly falling 
asleep. 

Fashion writers, who are so 
often blaze, and buyers, who 
are always so critical, were 
absolutely flabbergasted by 
his highly imaginative first 
collection. It was to hit the 
headlines in magazines. A 
new shape was bom with a 
tight waist and short, puffy, 
swirling skirts, made of shim- 
mering materials and accom- 
panied by baroque accessor- 
ies. Just like Saint-Laurent, 
Lacroix comes from the' sun- 
ny south, from the town of 
■Aries in Provence, where he 
was bom in 1951. From 
there, he has kept bis love of 
fesriwries, of dazzling colours 
and of the toreros in tight- 
catching colours. 

Lacroix also started out at 
a grand couturier's , Patou , 
where, from 1982 to 1986, he 
created a fashion full of 
humour. As a result he re- 
ceived the "De d’Or” (gol- 
den thimble) award and some 
attractive offers. 

Will his lightning success 
be as durable as that of bis 
illustrious elder? — VAc- 
tuatite En France. 
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Punctuality — a mystery to all 


By Maha Addasi 


PEOPLE today seem to have deleted the word “punctual'' 
from their vocabularies. Many have a dim notion of what 
the word means but are actively working on forgetting this- 
meaning altogether , or so it seems. For some people who 
by today’s standards, are “ too idealistic ” not being “on 
tune” is beyond their comprehension. 

One punctual person said: “I grew up in a family where 
punctuality was a Ufe-or-death situation. So we would wake 
up six horns before our flight was scheduled to leave so that 
we would be at the airport four hours before boarding. 
Consequently when we got to our destination we were the 
last to get our luggage because it was placed on the plane 
first 

I remember vowing never to be that early for flights, 
when 1 “grow up ” but now that I have a family of my own, 
l And myself following the same pattern. Instead of waking 
up six hours early I end up tossing and turning the night 
before and do not sleep at all." 

But the fact remains that there are more people who are 
not punctual just because it seems to be the thing to do. 
“We got a phone call from friends at noon one day telling 
us they were going to come over to visit at four that 
afternoon one woman said. “They did not show up until 
ten that night. We were so worried we combed the roads, 
for them and called them at home a million times. We 
thought they may have had an accident. There seemed to 
be no other explanation. Finally when they did show up 
they had spent time having a picnic and had forgoten all 
about us. We were not sure how to act. It was almost like 
Ending a lost child after a long search. We were not sure 
whether to welcome our guests or to discipline them, ” she 
said. 






Vieur 




“It seems that whenever you make an appointment with 
someone, that someone is surprised when you show up on 
time , " one man said. “ The person with whom you have the 
appointment even acts weird, like he or she will have to 
change his or her plans now that you actually showed up on 
time, ” he said. “Now 1 make it a rule to be 30 minutes late 
everywhere I go. That way people don’t look at me as 
though I am desperate for invitations, and I am punctual so 
they would invite me again when I walk in,” he added. 

“I like to make an entrance when I go to a party, ” one 
teenage girl said. “ That’s why I go at least one and a half 
hours late to a party” she continued , declining to 
acknowledge that one day she will get to the party and 
everyone would have already gone home. What an 



embarrassing entrance that would make. 

“ I am afraid that it has become socially acceptable to say , 
7 had an appointment an hour ago, I should get going,”’ 
one man said. “ I usually get to the place of the appoint- 
ment and the person I have an appointment with has still 
not shown up. Everyone is catching up on this * I’m late for 
an appointment but that's O.K. * attitude ,” he said. 


Guest appearance 


By Bill Moore 


Most of the time, having visitors to stay is a pleasant 
experience for the hosts. But recently we had the visitor to 
end all visitors. 

He couldn’t stay at our house unless we went out and 
found a special kind of bed for him, we were told. So we 
did. 

He was accompanied by ag entourage of no fewer than 
three people whose mission in life was to wait on him hand 
and foot. We bad to And places for them to stay, we were 
told. So we did. 

He arrived with, of a U things, an assortment of his own 
persona/ screwdrivers and, in his spare moments, pro- 
ceeded to disassemble just about everything in the bouse. 
Unfortunately, his skill at taking things apart was not 
nearly matched by his skill at putting them back together 
again , so someone bad to follow him round and reassemble 
them. So we did. 


We like to take first-time visitors to a near-by country 
hotel for lunch. The scenery usually bowls them over. But 
not this fellow. We were barely on our way when he went 
to sleep, and he didn't wake up until we got there. He made 
a scene at lunch, refused to eat what had been ordered for 
him and insisted on eating someone else’s meal. And 
before we could get out of the place , I caught him kissing 
the waitress. 

He turned out to be a real conversation killer. While he 
slept, the rest of us spoke in hushed tones. While awake, he 
tended to monopolise the conversation, rattling on non- 
stop in a voice that demanded careful attention. 

You might think we’d say, “Who needs a guest like this? 
We'll be glad to see him go, and we’U never invite him 
back. ” You might think that, but you’d be wrong. 

He is just three years old . and he calls me Grandpa. And 
he can come and disassemble the whole house any time be 
wants. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Thursday, Aug. 8 


830 The Family Man 

Pat is the new member in 
the AreAgbting team. She 
goes through a lot before she 
is fully integrated. 


Something is definitely 
wrong. 

Saturday, Aug. TO 


holiday abroad, but Sheila is 
voting against this idea. 
“ Work and earn your own 
money,” she says. 


Citadel Museum. This time 
the tour takes place inside the 
museum’s building. 


9:10 Our House 


830 Kate And AUie 


9:10 Murder She Wrote 


Reruns 


Deadpan 


Neighbourhood Watch 


9:10 Outlaws 


930 Encounter 


Hymn 


930 Classical Music 


A preacher is in grave dan- 
ger, and the boys go to New 
York to save her and they 
succeed. 


1030 News MU Kn gEfih 
10-30 Hiroshima out of the 


A newspaper theatre critic 
is murdered. The obvious 
suspects would be his com- 
petitors critics. Jessica does 
not subscribe to this assump- 
tion. 


The neighbourhood be- 
comes the target of a series of 
thefts. So the neighbours 
form a group of vigilantes 
headed by Gus who suspects 
the wrong man. 


1030 News in English 


Sunday, Aug. TT 


10:20 Movie Of The Week 830 Yes Minister 


1030 News hi English 
1030 Over My Dead Body 

Tuesday, Aug. f 3 


1030 News m English 


1030 Colombo 


Publish or Perish 


Swordman Of Siena 


The Bed Of Nails 


Starring: Stewart Granger 
and Sytva Kosdna 

A long time ago in Europe, 
the Spanish occupied parts of 
Italy. This is the story of the 
oppressed revolt against their 
oppressors. 


The prime minister asks 
the minister to formulate an 
integrated transport policy , 
but who needs a bed of nails? 


9:10 French Doc umenta ry 


830 Perfect Strangers 
Larry buys a diamond ring 
for his beloved Gance, it turns 
out to be fake. There is no 
chance to remedy the situa- 
tion but to get another cheap- 
er but real and honest ring. 


Wednesday, Aug. 14 


8:30 A Kind Of Living 


9:10 SIB Route To The Sea 


Vietnam 


1030 News in ISn gffeft 


Friday, Aug. 9 


This time this interesting 
documentary sheds light on 
the CIA. It gives an account 
of its past activities. 


8:55 Museums in Jordan 

Zafer Toukan continues 
exploring the fabulous 


10:20 French Miniseries 


Le Roi Mystery 


830 Night Court 

Dans Parents 


1030 News m English 


PEW PA1LM 


Dan once told his col- 
leagues that his parents bad 
died some time ago, but all of 
a sudden, they appear in 
court anil Dan’s embar- 


10:20 Hunter 


To The Editor. 


9:10 Shakespeare 


Lullaby 

Hunter and his colleague 
apprehend the murderer, but 
fail to present incriminating 
evidences, and so a British 
investigator risks her Hfe to 
provide the evidence. 


I write you this letter on behalf of EEPP. It is a 
penfriends organisation in Bulgaria. Now we are recruiting 
new members in our dub from all over the world. We will 
be very grateful to you if you could publish our address in 
the Jordan Times. 


1030 News in Engikh 


Monday, Aag. 12 


1030 Equaliser 

End Game 


East European Pen Pals, 
P.O. Box 111, 
Varna-9003, 

Bulgaria 


Things are getting from' 
bad to worse between the two 
sisters, Linda and Suzie. 


830 Surgical Spirit 

The Holiday Job 

Daniel is asking his mother 
to allow him to spend the 


Thank you in advance! 


Yours sincerely. 
Emit Money, 
Chairman of EEPP. 


For the love of a country 


By B. 


Samih and Alice are an enchanting couple who live ir the 
lush capital city of Albany New York. Their hospitality is 
charming and ever typical of the gracious hospitality of the 
majority of the Arab people. Their red brick house is 
nestled in a quiet suburban neighbourhood with sprawling 
green lawns and shady trees guarded by a bent and 
drooping peach tree which is ladened with ripe orange and 
pink fruit. 

The Azzams arc Palestinian refugees who immigrated to 
America about 25 years ago. Samih was bom in Naze re th 
but was raised in Haifa. His wife , Alice, was bom in Sudan 
because her father was practicing medicine there , but then 
her family moved to Yaffa, where she grew up. 

After they were married, Samih and Alice lived in Haifa 
where they had one child. They were a happy young couple 
living in their own country. Then foreign Jews, armed and 
equipped by Britain , invaded the peaceful country. Many 
skirmishes and massacres occurred before the Arab-Israeli 
war of 1948. Alice remembers one of many terrifying nights 
when Jewish soldiers loaded with weapons attacked a 
residential neighbourhood. Samih ordered, “quick, take 
the boy and head for the back door. I’ll bold them off here 
as long as I can!” 

Alice ran for the back door as directed. Fortunately, 
Samih wasn’t involved in any shooting and was able to 
follow his wife and son. Some of their neighbours weren’t 
so lucky and were shot and killed. The terror went on, so 
Samih and his small family Aed to Syria and joined one 
million desolate refugees who lost everything they had. For 
a while they lived in Syria. In Haifa , Samih had been a 
shipping agent and transported goods on the Mediterra- 
nean by four big vessels. For a while, jMice taught English 
at a girls’ school and Samih worked. ! They later moved to 
Beirut where Alice taught the famous singer Fairouz. 
While in Lebanon the Azzams made the difficult decision 
to emigrate to America. By that time they bad three 
children. 

The Azzam family gradually adapted well to American 
life. Because their children were bilingual, they had no 
problem adjusting to die English language and managed to 
blend into a totally different way of life. But the Azzams 
could not forget their beloved country. Memories thrived 
in their hearts and minds and a garden of a garden of love 
and hope replaced the tragic loss of a country that had once 
been theirs where they were free to walk and laugh and 
plant dreams for their future. A tree of knowledge and 
curiosity grew in their minds and they were always 
interested in facts and information concerning the entire 
Middle East as well as their lost country. 

The Azzam children grew up as Arab Americans but 
never forgot the fact that they were and are Palestinians 
and that Palestine is their country. That flame of hope and 
loss was seeded in the hearts and minds of the young 
Azzam children and now as adults, some of them have 


Yaghi 

strived to also understand, learn and work for Ae ffyxdom 


Samih and Alice are as picturesque as their house. Their 
gray and white hair contours their pleasant countenances 
and they greet all guests with warm snulcswhichexpiess. 
the love that flourishes in their hearts. Therr lives have 
been a constant endeavour to create an underststnt&rg 
within the American public about the problems concerning 
Palestine. Often they worked tirelessly trying to promote a 
better understanding of not only the Palestinians, Ofrttiie 
Arab people as weU. With a sad patience Ahcc &rd: tt We 
worked with such diligence and committment. Whenever , 
there was an activity or event we participated. Wehosted 
committees and diners, we wrote letters and more.Ietteis to 
the president , vice president, and congressmen about, the 
Pale stinian s and the Gulf war. But aO our efforts w e-feel, 
were in vain. We did not change anyone’s thinking, we did 
not stop the war. We couldo ’t reach the American pe&pfe 
the way we wanted to. • 

“Now we are tired of hoping, of working , of paging.. We 
are just going to spend the rest of oar lives quietly, unless 
some opportunity arises and we feel there is t chance or 
hope to do something.” 

Both the Azzams are weU read and informed.. Samih, 
now retired, is an encyclopedia of information and.iscts.' 
He is well educated about many different subjects and it 
seems be spends a good deal of his spare time in bis bobby 
of reading and searching for knowledge. On the. cipher 
hand, Alice is quite well informed too with a store of 
information. Beth are avid news listeners. 

One of the Azzam children, Fateh, married an American 
woman and has now moved back to the occupied -Arab 
territories. He and his wife are devoted Palestinians who. 
work for the Palestinian cause and have sacrificed theit- 
whole way of life Jn order to Jive in their country once . 




Now, some of Samib’s and Alice’s grandchhdren Rye in 
Palestine. But what hope for the future do they hkve?ls 
■there a chance for peace and Justice in Palestine and the 
whole Middle East? Will the West continue to de-bumanise 
Arabs and Palestinians and use them only as a meansto 
■obtain their ulterior motives? Will Samih's and Alice’s 
grandchildren be free one day to walk again in the country 
of their forefathers and have the inalienable right to the 
pursuit of happiness? Will the days of Intifada disappear 
and all the tears, pain and blood be washed away by liberty , 
and virtue where there is no discrimination and where they 
will be guaranteed their rights not as second class citizens, 
but as equals in a. land that is morally, religiously and 

historically theirs? • - 

May these kind and gracious people , S amih and Alice 
find the peace , happiness and God’s blessings that they so 
richly deserve and may we all one day have peace in the 
Middle East based on fairness, equably and justice for all. 


No love lost between France's 


■ • ,7 . . 





By Michela Wrong 
Reuter 


PARIS — For refugees in 
squalid camps across the 
world, they are all simply 
“French doctors” — saintly 
strangers who fly in with food, 
drugs and the purest of mo- 
tives. 

But volunteers From 
France's two medical charities 
— Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(MSF) and Medecins Du 
Monde (MDM) — do not like 
being lumped under the same 
label. They wince when stran- 
gers carelessly identify them 
with the wrong group. 

“Medecins Sans Frontieres 
and Medecins Du Monde? It’s 
like chalk and cheese ,” said 
one volunteer. 

For both organisations, 
1991 has been a record year, 
with the latest Ethiopian dis- 
aster coming close on the 
heels of the Bangladesh cyc- 
lone, the Kurdish crisis and 
the Liberian civil war. 

MSF (Doctors Without 
Frontiers) launched an urgent 
appeal in June to replenish 
five million francs ($800,000) 
of medical stocks after repe- 
ated disasters stretched char- 
ity funding to the limits. 

So why don’t they join 
forces? 

The answer dates back to a 
12-year-old ideological split 
which still provokes bitter 
feelings in the two organisa- 
tions. 

The original group, MSF, 
was set up by doctors who had 
played a part in the 1968 
student and workers uprising. 
Full of ideals but disillusioned 
by politics, they wanted to do 
something practical for 


humanity. 

By 1 97 9 it had 
mushroomed, with long-term 
projects in Africa and Asia. 
But conflicting theories about 
humanitarian aid were pulling 
the organisation apart. 

Flamboyant Doctor Ber- 
nard Kouchner urged MSF to 
focus on in-and-out trips to 
troublespots , alerting the 
world but leaving internation- 
al aid organisations to tackle 
long term effects. 


($38 million) in private donar 
tions, and 4,500 doctors , tech- 
nicians and logistics experts 
on standby. The group car- 
ried out 220 missions in 66 
countries last year. . 

With a 1991 budget of 135 
million francs ($22 million), 
MDM launches fewer foreign 
missions but compensates' 
with major projects at home. 


have thrust Dr. Kpucbner’s 
post into the headlines, with 
-the, telegenic ; minister cham- 
pioning. the “right of interfer- 
ence”— the notion that states 
have a duty to intervene 
wherever, human disasters 
loom. 


“The trouble was, those 
kind of organisations just 
don’t exist,” MSF com- 
munications head Dr. 
Antoine Crouan said in an 
interview. 

Private groups can cut cor- 
ners to get to disaster zones 
but state organisations need 
official permission, he ex- 
plained. 

In Turkey earlier this year, 
while other organisations 
struggled with red tape in 
Ankara, MSF was already in- 
side the Kurdish refugee 
camps setting up glucose 
drips. 

A budding media personal- 
ity brimming with ambition. 
Dr. Kouchner also tended to 
favour high-profile projects 
which were not necessarily the 
most efficient. 

After losing a key vote at 
the 1979 MSF assembly, be 
walked out with a group of 
supporters who, two years la- 
ter, set up a rival spinoff, 
Medecins Du Monde (Doc- 
tors Of The World). 

MSF and MDM have since 
developed distinct personali- 
ties. 

MSF is big g er, with a yearly 
budget of 225 million francs 


As far Dr. Kouchner, be 
went on into politics, becom- 
ing France’s first state secret- 
ary for humanitarian action, a 
post not always treated 
seriously in the French media. 

Dr. Kouchner and MSF had 
also clashed over whether to 
pubh'cise what doctors saw at 
human disasters — often the 
result of political decisions — 
or bite their lips and treat the 
dying ” 

Some thought commenting 
would endanger a charity’s 
role as a neutral independent, 
while Dr. Kouchner's faction 
■felt they could not turn a blind 
eye to state abuses. 

MDM’s founding charter 
contains an oath promising to 
speak out for the victims it 
■ treats. 

“When we see horrors we 
will cry out, ” said MDM Pres- 
ident Jacques Lebas. 

MSF does not refuse on 
principle to testify, but says it 
adapts to circumstances. 
Sometimes . as with Kurdish 
refugees, nothing gets done 
unless aid groups kick up a 
fuss. 

“If the best way to help is to 
testify, we testify. If the best 
way is to work in . secret, we 
■work in secret” said MSFs 
Dr. Crouan. 

The catastrophes of 1991 


Both MSF and MDM orig 
nally played a key role d 
velopihg the idea. But, cpi 
vinced aid must remain i 
private bands,- they -are no 
uneasy at seeing it hijacked b 
Dr. Kouchner the politiciai 
“We condemn the wboi 
idea of a state secretary ft 
humanitarian action,” Di 
Crouan said. 


The charities often ' w 
political tightropes as they 
to save lives , and clumsy 
■tervention by a state offi 
such as Dr. Kouchner 
destroy that precarious 
lance, he added. - 
Dr. Crouan cited Lebai 
in 1989 ^ when MSF was wc 
ing with the Shiite, Dm 
Christian and Palestin 
communities. 

Paris blundered in witl 
plan , to put hospital ships 
the coast, and was immedii 
fy accused of co ming to 
rid of Christians only. 

MSF knows too well 
risks it runs venturing 
sensitive territory. In the , 
three years five MSF vot 
teers have been kitted; f 
when a missile hit their -p/i 
in Sudan in 1989 and knot 
Shot last year when AM 
guerrillas stormed a hospil 
“ These were not .sti 
shots, we were detiberai 
fi^tted^ srid J>fy Croa 
.. Why?. Because we-beti 
people.” 


B.C. 


gun powder 


A OMESE tNVEMTiOM 
USED QMBFLYOti THOSE 

WHO SFEA<OtlrA«&AjNsr 
the o-Mese e&f&aiMENr 
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once oi cmkc ' museum 
enriches Frankfurt 9 s 
architectural mix 


Book unveils Dickens’ mistress 


v at 


& 

{#" 

0' •>.* 


Njfeck Atnmerkian 
- Reuter 

FRANKFURT — a triangu- 
lar museum known to Frank- 
friers as the “slice of cake’' 
which houses modern art is 
the latest addition to the c. i- 
*y's mix of old and modem 
architecture. 

Located near the city's 
cathedral and the half-tim- 
bered houses of the mediaev- 
al Roemer Square, the 
Museum for Modem Art dis- 
plays works by artists — 
many- still living — in ta- 
pered, round, and rectangu- 
lar white rooms. 

Critics have been debating 
the role the new building 
plays in visitors' perceptions ot 
the objects on show. 

Some people say the build- 
ing « as striking as the art it 
houses and many visitors arc 
coming just to admire the 
building and its interior . de- 
signed by Hans Hollein, an 
Austrian opponent of the 
matter-of-fact functionalist 
style. 

“Hollein has successfully 
used the triangular plot." 
says Director Jean-Cbrist- 
ophe Ammann. a Swiss art 
historian. "We now have a 
very usable museum with ex- 
traordinary rooms and lots of 
light. But the exterior is dis- 
appointing if anything." 

On the ground floor of the 
museum 32 identical black 
and white figures sit at a 
16-metre long table set in a 
wedge-shaped room that ex- 
aggerates the perspective of 
the exhibit. 

", It's an exciting collection 
in a wonderful building , " sa id 
one visitor to the museum. 

Another sterile white room 
holds Gerard' Richter's picto- 
rial series " 18 October 1977” 
about the suicides of ultra 
left-wing Red Army Faction 


guerrillas ir. a German 
prison. 

Works by pop artists Andy 
Warhol and Roy Lichtenstein 
share part of the top floor. 
Charge Segal's uvant garde 
production^ and utopian 
work by Joseph Beuys are 
also represented. 

The museum's permanent 
collection is based on 84 ob- 
jects from European and 
American artists of the 1960s 
and 1970s and gathered by 
Darmstadt industrialist Karl 
Stretcher. The city of Frank- 
furt bought the collection for 
five million marks (S2.S6 mil- 
lion) in 1980. 

Ammann is worried that 
the cultural budget of Ger- 
many's financial centre might 
run out after the city spent 65 
million marks (S3 7 million) 
on the museum which took 
four years to build. The 4.150 
square metre building 
opened in June. 

"1 pray to God the city will 
give me enough money for 
future purchases.” Ammann 
told Reuters. 

“ It's a superb building that 
blends in well with its sur- 
roundings, " said a Frankfurt 
student of architecture. "The 
colour of the bricks matches 
those of the cathedral and its 
roof is level with those of 
neighbouring houses. " 

Its walls are 3 1 most win- 
dowless. Light comes in 
through an undulating glass 
roof that blends in with the 
city's already jumbled sky- 
line. 

Frankfurt's cathedral spire 
and those of three mediaeval 
churches are surrounded by a 
semi-circle of high-rise head 
offices of large banks. 

In the north looms a huge 
telecommunications tower, 
and in the south west one of 
Europe's largest office 
blocks. 


By Jessica Baldwin 

The Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — Author 
Claire Tomolin was an under- 
graduate at Cambridge Uni- 
versity when she first heard 
about Charles Dickens’ mis- 
tress. 

Two male professors 
talked about Ellen Tcman 
"very slightingly and very dis- 
missively. And I just thought 
then she must have had her 
own story, she must have at 
least hud a life and been a 
person." Tomalin stud. 

Spurred by her curiosity. 
Ms. Tomalin has unearthed 
Ternan ’s story in The Invisi- 
ble Woman. The Biography 
has been well reviewed in the 
United States and in Britain, 
where it won the country's 


most lucrative literary prize 
— the £25.000 (S40.UC0) 
NCR Book Award. 

The project was put off for 
years as Tomalin. 58. raised a 
family, wrote three other 
biographies and worked as 
literary editor ot the Sunday 
Times. 

Research on the Dickens- 
Tcrnan romance ujs often 
frustrating because love let- 
ters. most receipts and all but 
one of the diaries were care- 
fully destroyed by the partici- 
pants. 

Ms. Tomalin was forced to 
rely on theatrical playbills, 
account books. novels and 
lertcrs to others from the 
participants. 

"What I thought when l 
was feeling good. 'This is a 
story, there is a real story 


here. ’ and when I was feeling 
bad / thought. 7‘ie probably 
wasted three years of my life. 
There's nothing here al all/" 
Ms. Tomalin said on a recent 
afternoon in her light, book- 
strewn North London town- 
house. 

Tcman 's life would he of 
little interest if she hadn't 
been associated with Dick- 
ens. Ms. Tomalin said. But, 
the author argues, the in- 
sights into the period's social 
history and the different pers- 
pective it provides on the 
novelist make it a story worth 
telling 

*7 think it sort of confirms 
something we all know about 
Dickens' work, that Dickens 
has a problem with writing 
about women ... this (Ter- 
nan S life I wj>- a wonderful 


subject for Dickens but he 
never, never wrote about it, 
he never went anywhere near 
it. He went on producing 
these son of pink and white 
innocent heroines she said : 

Ter nan, known as "Nelly" 
was a moderately talented . 
pretty. 1 S-y ear-old actress in 
1857 when she and the 
staunchly Victorian novelist 
began a romance that con- 
tinued until Dickens' death in 
18711. 

"This man seems like ev- 
erything. He can offer you 
everything and he s charming 
and musical and he's at your 
feet, so 1 think it would have 
been very difficult for her to 
resist him." Ms. Tomalin 
said. 

Tcman was born into the 
Ribald world of a travelling 


troupe of actors, where 
money was frequently scarce, 
work gruelling and second 
class travel in England and 
Ireland highly unpleasant. 

Actresses, like her mother, 
thought nothing of getting 
back on stage after a break of 
a week or two to give birth. 
Ternan ‘s father died of syphi- 
lis in the insane asylum at 
Bethnal Green, a few months 
before his youngest daugh- 
ter's sixth birthday. 

Her two older sisters went 
on to respectability, leaving 
the stage and marrying Victo- 
rian gentlemen. Ellen Ter- 
nan. by contrast, was often 
our of sight, or invisible, as 
Dickens' lover for 13 years. 

After Dickens died. Ter- 
nan reinvented herself — lop- 
ping years off her age. eras- 


ing her past as an actress, 
making new friends and ulti- 
mately becoming the 
eminently respectable wife of 
George Wharton Robinson , 
a provincial school master. 

She died in 1914 at the age 
of 75, her past unknown to 
her son and daughter. 

Gossip during Dickens ’ life 
often linked the rwo. Shortly 
after meeting Ternan. Dick- 
ens publicly separated from 
Catherine, bis wife of 20 
years and mother of his 10 
children. 

It was not until the 1930s 
that biographers and histo- 
rians began to quarrel about 
their relationship. Sis. Toma- 
lin has written that biog- 
raphers for a long lime re- 
fused to acknowlege Ternan. 


Peruvian desert guardian protects drawings 


By Monte Hayes 

The Associated Press 

NAZCA. Peru — Maria 
Reiche is old now and ailing, 
but remains the invincible 
guardian spirit of the Nazca 
Lines, a mysterious network 
of enormous drawings on the 
desert outside this dusty 
town. 

"This precious thing 
should be treated like a very, 
fragile manuscript that is 
guarded in a special room in a 
library. " she said in an inter- 
view. 

The drawings, second only 
to Machu Picchu in attracting 
foreign tourists, cover a 56- 
kilometrc stretch of high de- 
sert plain 450 kilometres 
south of Lima. 

Some theories of their ori- 
gin are wildly imaginative. 
According to one. they were 
a landing strip for flying sauc- 
ers. 

To Miss Reiche, a 
German-born mathematician 
who turned 88 on May 15, 
such speculations are fantasy. 


She has tailed in the desert 
45 years to unravel the mys- 
tery of the lines. Her hair has 
gone white, her pale eyes 
nearly sightless. Lines criss- 
cross her face like the draw- 
ings she knows so well. 

The designs, she has con- 
cluded. represent a giant 
calendar keyed to the move- 
ments of the sun. moon and 
constellations, which told 
ancient desert dwellers when 
to plant and irrigate their 
crops. 

They were made well over 
1.000 years ago. hundreds of 
years before the Inca 
Empire, by clearing the stony 
surface to expose the whitish 
soil underneath. 

Thousands or shallow 
lines, some more than eight 
kilometres, long, cross the 
plain straight as arrows and 
climb distant hills. Others 
zigzag or spiral. The be- 
wildering maze contains hun- 
dreds of huge clearing in the 
shapes of rectangles, 
trapezoids and triangles. 

Scattered among the lines 


are dozens or" figures, includ- 
ing a hummingbird, mo nkey, , 
heron, whale, cat with fish's 
tail, spider Jr.d flower, rang- 
ing in length from four 
metres to 3u0 metres. 

Most cun be seen only from 
the air. They give the im- 
pression of having been 
traced by a gigantic hand on 
an immense drawing board. 

"They were made for the 
gods. " Miss Reiche said. 
"That would be the most 
reasonable explanation for 
the big size of the figures and 
the perfection ot their execu- 
tion. " 

Thousands of tourists come 
each year to fly over the 
desert in small planes and. 
with luck, meet the "lady of 
the lines. " as Miss Reiche has 
come to be known. 

After decades alone on the 
desert, enveloped by its vast- 
ness and solitude, she is 
amused by the idea that tour- 
ists are as eager to see her as 
they are the drawings. 

"It was never in my plans 
to become the world’s biggest 


tourist attraction. " she said, 
laughing. "Some of them say 
it's the highest point of their 
lives to have seen me. It's the 
strangest thing. " 

For a decade or so, she has 
lived at the Hotel De Turis- 
tas, in a room spilling over 
with astronomical charts and 
drawings of the Nazca Lines. 

Miss Reiche is revered by 
the townspeople, who realise 
she has put Nazca on the 
tourist map. bringing in badly 
needed money. 

Her birthday is an annual 
event celebrated with street 
dances and ceremonies of 
homage by the 10.000 resi- 
dents. In the last 10 years, 
she has received many 
awards and honours from the 
government and Peruvian 
universities for her efforts to 
protect the lines from des- 
truction. 

It was not always that way. 

She came to Nazca in 1946 
and would spend weeks at a 
time on the desert, a fragile 
figure in the searing sun, sub- 
sisting on a meager diet of 


fruits and nuts, sleeping 
under the stars. 

In those days, she said, the 
local people "had three ex- 
planations for my existence: 
One was that I was crazy. 
Another one that I was look- 
ing for a man. And some said 
I was looking for treasure. " 

. Threats to the lines have 
included vandalism, a gov- 
ernment project to " recon- 
struct ” the drawings, acid 
rain from mining in the 
mountains and even a plan to 
flood the plains for agricul- 
ture. 

The lady of the lines fought 
them all, fiercely and without 
help. 

Although she developed 
Parkinson's Disease several 
years ago and her legs too 
weak for the desen, she con- 
tinues to defend the lines. 

Her younger sister, Re- 
nata. a retired physician who 
moved from Germany to 
Nazca in. the early 1980s, has 
become Miss Reiche ’s eyes 
and legs. 


Townspeople and local 
pilots are quick to inform the 
guardian of any threats to the 
lines. Like a queen, she hears 
reports and dispatches 
orders. 

Miss Reiche knows time is 
running out for her. She be- 
gan looking for a successor 
several years ago and found 
Phyllis Pitluga. an astronom- 
er at the Adler Planetarium 
in Chicago. 

Ms. Pitluga has spent 
several months of each year 
in Nazca and has agreed to 
move here and carry on the 
work. 

"It was the happiest mo- 
ment in all my life." Miss 
Reiche said. 

Once more, her thoughts 
passed beyond the room to 
the mysterious lines that were 
her only companion for so 
many years. 

"1 have achieved what / 
wanted, " she said, "that this 
delicate thing, this great lega- 
cy of the ancient Peruvians, 
be preserved." 


Kremlin’s Peter the Great exhibition returns to Bremen 


1 


By Doris Schmidt 

BREMEN is hosting for a 
second tune the exhibition 
“ Treasures from the Kremlin 
— Peter the Great in West- 
ern Europe/' The Kremlin 
collection is one of the richest 
in the world. 

It . includes insignia belong- 
ing to the tsars, invaluable 
table-ware made of gold and 
silver, objects engraved, 
worked, decorated with niel- 
lo; it reflects the Iranian 
traditions of ornamentation 
as weU as dements of 17th 
century European art. 

T Tits magnificence is evi- 
dence of die power of the 
tsars > who had gained access 
to the. Black Sea , and after 
fighting the Swedes had 
gained a footing on the ice- 
free Baltic. 

That led to the establish- 
ment of St. Petersburg in 
1703. Peter the Great trans- 


ferred the Russian capital 
from Moscow to St. Peters- 
burg nine years later. 

Anyone who visits Lening- 
rad for the first time must get 
used to the breathtaking 
broad streets and the squares 
of the dry Peter the Great 
founded on the banks of the 
Neva according to western 
and central European stan- 
dards. 

For hours without end the 
visitor can pass in front of the 
facades of the city's palaces, 
losing a sense of perspective. 
In comparison Versailles has 
an intimate effect. 

In 1697 Peter, then 25, set 
off on his long journey to 
Western Europe. He went 
from Moscow to Novgorod. 
Riga, Magdeburg, Halber- 
stadt. Nijmegen to Amster- 
dam. and eventually to 
London. 

On the return journey he 
visited Halle, Leipzig, Dres- 







Medallion with a miniature portrait of the 
jmttkfal Peter, early 18th century. 


den, Prague, Veinna and 
Brno. He returned to Mos- 
cow via Tropau. Brest, Minsk 
and Smolensk. 

It was more than a di- 
plomatic journey. It lasted 
two years and the young tsar 
returned home with ideas of 
reform and order on his 
head, (extending to dress and 
the cut of the beard) and 
determined to modernise his 
country. 

In Amsterdam Peter I gave 
much of bis attention to ship- 
building. But it is uncertain 
just how much the young 
man, bounding with energy 
and intentions of domination, 
was practically involved in 
shipbuilding. 

There is a huge rowboat in 
his summer home in Moscow , 
which has been under glass 
since 1844 to protect it from 
the weather. In 1977 the 
female travel guide reverent- 
ly said that Peter the Great 
had built it, "and he was paid 
just like an ordinary state 
carpenter." 

This remark shows that 
even today Peter the Great is 
a man who is still much hon- 
oured by the ordinary people 
of Russia. When Mikhail 
Gorbachev seeks to bring the 
USSR and the West closer 
together be can appeal to the 
example set by Peter I. 

There is, then, a certain 
consistency in using the trea- 
sures of the Kremlin 
Museum , which includes ab- 
out 100,000 objects, as an 
instrument for modem cultu- 
ral diplomacy. 

The patrons of the exhibi- 
tion in Bremen’s Obersee- 
Museum are German Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher and bis Soviet col- 
league Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh. At the opening cere- 
mony the cultural attach 6 at 
the USSR embassy in Bonn 
said that “ the link between 
the am and diplomacy has 
proven itself/' 

There are 100 exhibits 
from the Kremlin Museum 
collection to be seen in Bre- 
men , but the design of the 
exhibition is very opulent 
which deflects attention from 
them rather than augmenting 


them. 

There are several paint- 
ings, portraits of Peter I as a 
child and as tsar, and exam- 
ples of icon painting, which at 
the end of the 17th century 
cast off the Athos rules as a 
result of new Church policies. 

One icon is made of 
painted pieces of cloth which 
are cut to correspond to the 
composition of the image. 
Others show the delations 
which become clearest in the 


tors of the Thirty Years’ War. 
They recognised the artistic 
worth of the baroque 
artworks from goldsmiths 
and silversmiths, works with 
power and elegance, with 
precise handiwork , a post- 
humanist content and a rep- 
resentational character. The 
Swedish monarchs gave new 
life to this an with such di- 
plomatic gifts. 

The original royal and 
court art. the art of self- 



Pertxsr the Great’s dRaoaondbstudded crown, 
made in Moscow, 1680-90. 


presentation of space. 

Costly evangeliaria with 
golden clasps and engaved 
medallions have been in- 
cluded in the Bremen exhibi- 
tion. 

There are also splendid ex- 
amples of the work of gold- 
smiths and silversmiths, 
mainly masters from Au- 
gsburg, splendid not only for 
their form and weight but for 
the artistry of their concep- 
tion and execution. Most 
were gifts from the Swedish 
kings Charles XI and Charles 
XB. 

The Swedes were the vie- 


confidenr portrayal from the 
guilds and societies, was 
given a challenge in this way, 
enabling goldsmiths and sil- 
versmiths from Augsburg, 
and several from Nuremberg 
and North Germany, to re- 
main "world class," to use 
modem terminology. The 
treasures from the Kremlin 
show they are on a scale 
which even surpasses the col- 
lection in Vienna: the exhibi- 
tion in the Ubersee-Museum 
in firemen makes this point 
forcefully. It displays clearly 
how strong the baroque in- 
ertia of the Augsburg masters 


was up to the end of the 1 7th 
century. This is demonstrated 
by the credences (the small 
table beside the altar on 
which the bread and the wine 
are placed before being con- 
secrated) with statues of 
Mars and Venus by Hans 
Jakob Baur, and the works of 
Matthias Hclb, Johannes 
Ramin ger and Heinrich Man- 
nlich. The huge display panel 
by Lorenz Biller, showing the 
victory of the Austro-Polisb 
armies over the Turks in 
1683, was presented to the 
tsar by the Emperor Leopold 
in 1684. 

In the same year Peter the 
Great received a plate from 
the workshops of the Ham- 
burg silversmith Jurgen 
Rlchel, on which was de- 
picted the occupation of 
Carthage by Scipio Africanus 
in 202 BC. 

The magnificent German 
works are contrasted by au- 
stere lidded cups, p/ares, pots 
and candlesticks by Amster- 
dam and Stockholm masters, 
which already give a bint of 
classicism. 

What will be new for most 
west European visitors to this 
exhibition will certainly be 
the gold, several of gilded 
silver, Russian vessels for ev- 
eryday use : flat drinking dis- 
hes, the "Kovtchshchs" and 
"Chaikas, ’’ with their typical 
Russian "unit" enamel, dis- 
playing a technique which has 
not been used anywhere else. 

The "units" are trimmed 
with twisted gold threat 
which limit the flower orna- 
mentation or the leaf-shaped 
spaces, on which blossoms 
and birds are painted against 
a dazzling white, blue or pink 
enamel background, or on 
which characters from speci- 
fic stories and from many 
periods viridly appear. 

The same technique can be 
seen once more in the young 
tsar’s scepter, included in the 
exhibition , and “ Tscharka ” 
with the Russian eagle, set 
with precious stones: when 
used for vodka or some other 
drink the eagle seems as if 
sunken in a small lake. 

What is interesting is the 
mixture of Western shapes 
for vessels and Oriental, Per- 
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Gold Chalice, enamel-plated, with precious 
stones. Kremlin-made, 1695 . 


■ sian or Turkish ornamenta- 
tion, engravings almost baro- 
que in nature, on plates, cups 
and vessels from the Kremlin 
workshop, in which demon- 
strably masters from various 
lands had worked. 

The garlands, decorated 
with blossoms and birds, 
which stand out from their 
background in gold or gilded 
silver , show just how far Pe- 
ter looked to invite appropri- 
ate masters to Moscow . 

Evidence of the general 
openness and trust now pre- 
velant is the fact that the 
"diamond crest," the crown 
of the tsars, is exhibited in 
Bremen , and that this price- 
less object, as well as several 
Turkish pieces of jewellery, 
set with precious stones , 
[dates and buckles of Turkish 
origin, have been spread out 
to the astonishment of visi- 
tors in Bremen. 

Parallel to the exhibition of 
valuable artefacts, an histor- 
ical exhibition has been 
mounted on the ground Boor 
of the Bremen museum to 
give an idea of Peter the 


Great's times, of his perso- 
nality and the culture of the 
rime, particularly in Russia. 
It conveys some impression 
of the culture of the countries 
Peter the Great visited. By 
means of accounts and regis- 
ters the exhibition shows how 
many members of various 
professions were recruited by 
the tsar on his European 
journey. The tsar’s visits to 
marine workshops are de- 
scribed in detail, and where 
he stayed to work and learn. 

A firework display, put on 
by the tsar as a "complete 
work of art/' seems like a 
richly equipped stage. But it 
cannot be ignored that Peter 
the Great was himself in- 
volved in the hangings on the 
walls of the Kremlin after the 
strclitz revolt . the soldiers of 
■the Muscovite guards. 

Peter the Great was a rul- 
er, who reached out far, who 
got down to things in a tough 
manner, who tamed exces- 
siveness by being active and 
so held firm his enormous 
empire. — Sudeutsche 
Zeitung. 
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Cot death experts say: Don’t let 
them sleep on their stomachs 


By Reg Gratton 
Reuter 

SYDNEY — Medical experts 
meeting in Australia offer 
simple advice to prevent 
thousands of babies dying 
suddenly and inexplicably in 
their beds every year — don't 
let infants sleep on the sto- 
machs. 

Leading researchers inves- 
tigating cot death or Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome 
(SIDS) concluded recently 
that infants who. sleep on 
their stomachs had a signifi- 
cantly increased risk of dying 
from the mysterious syn- 
drome. 

The two-day meeting in 
Canberra of experts and poli- 
cy makers from Europe, Au- 
stralia and New Zealand cal- 
led for an urgent public 
health programme to educate 
parents about the risk to in- 
fants from sleeping on their 
stomachs. 

“ Such a programme could 


save thousands of lives worl- 
dwide,” Professor Terry 
Dwyer, of Australia's Men- 
zies Centre for population , 
told Reuters. 

Prof. Dwyer’s team of re- 
searchers carried out a three- 
year study, of 3^00 babies in 
die Australian island state of 
Tasmania, the first prospec- 
tive study of SIDS from birth 
to death. 

Of these babies, 19 died of 
SIDS and Prof. Dwyer con- 
cluded from the sleep data 
that the prone position might 
account for 40 per cent of 
SIDS deaths in Tasmania. 

With an estimated 500 
babies dying from SIDS in 
Australia every year. Prof. 
Dwyer concluded that 200 
lives could be saved annually 
by simply educating parents 
about sleeping positions. 

While the sleeping position 
was not the only cause of 
SIDS, research showed it was 
a significant factor. Prof. 
Dwyer said. 


“ The risk in infants who 
are placed prone , that is on 
their stomachs, is of the order 
of three times or more grea- 
ter than for infants who are 
placed on their side or on 
their back,” he said. 

SIDS is a major cause of 
death of infants between one 
month and one year with an 
incidence of about two per 
1,000 live births in Australia 
and about 1.5 in the United 
States, Prof. Dwyer said. 

“We feel that this can be 
changed dramatically and 
very quickly Prof. Dwyer 
said. 

Health workers in New 
Zealand’s South Island, who 
have for the past year been 
advising parents to lay their 
babies on their sides or 
backs, have reported a drop 
in SIDS. 

In New Zealand, which has 
the highest SIDS rate in the 
world, it is the major cause of 
death in the one to 12-month 
age group and the main 


reason why the country's in- 
fant mortality rate is about 
double that of countries like 
Sweden, at eight deaths per 
1,000 births. 

Dr. Barry Taylor ; from 
New Zealand’s Dunedin Ota- 
go Medical School, reported 
that early assessment of an 
education programme on 
sleep position indicated that 
the death rate from SIDS in 
the South Island had dropped 
from 6.3 deaths per 1,000 five 
births in 1979-1984 to 1.3 in 
1990. 

Studies in the Netherlands 
had also shown the death rate 
dropped when sleeping posi- 
tion was charged. 

Although the major con- 
ference conclusion appeared 
simple it was conceded that 
specific causes of SIDS were 
many and still not fully 
understood. 

More research was needed 
to determine why SIDS and 
sleeping positions were link- 
ed. 
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Scientists report renewed hopes 
for A IDS vaccine compound 


LONDON (R) — Scientists 
Thursday reported renewed 
hopes for an AIDS vaccine 
after an experimental com- 
pound successfully blocked 
infection in chimpanzees. 

A report in the latest Na- 
ture magazine rerives in- 
terest in the experimental 
drug CD4 despite earlier tests 
in humans that seemed to 
indicate it was not effective 
against acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome (AIDS). 

Researchers at Genentech, 
a U.S. -based subsidiary of 
Roche of Switzerland, re- 
ported that two chimpanzees 
which were treated with CD4 


remained free of AIDS infec- 
tion 60 weeks after injection 
with the HIV virus that, 
causes the disease. A third 
chimpanzee which was not 
given the drug did become 
infected. 

Tests on chimpanzees are 
an important step in deter- 
mining whether a drug will be 
able to work as a vaccine 
against the disease in hu- 
mans. 

There is currently no vac- 
cine for AIDS and only one 
approved treatment, Well- 
come ’s AZT, which only 
slows the progress of the dis- 
ease but does not cure it. 


CD4 is an artificially pro- 
duced molecule that imitates . 
a natural protein found on 
the surface of key disease- 
fighting white blood cells 
known as T-4 Cells. 

These cells are the target of 
the HTV virus, which des- 
troys the body’s immune 
system. 

The CD4 drug: acts as a 
decoy , causing the virus to 
bind to it rather the T-4 Cell 
surface. 

When the drug was first 
discovered a few years ago, 
researchers bad said it was 
among the most promising 
AIDS therapies on the hori- 


zon based on laboratory 
tests. 

But a clinical trial of 90 
adults started in August 1989 
found that , although the 
drug was safe, it did not 
have any impact on the dis- 
ease. In January Genentech 
announced that it was sharply 
curtailing research into its 
version of CD4. 

The scientists who con- 
ducted the Nature study 
warned that more tests must 
be undertaken against diffe- 
rent strains of the HIV virus 
to determine if the drug' is 
effective. 


Crossword Weekend 
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COMPLEMENTARY 
By Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
1 WaBop 

40 Smal units of 

62 Certain road 

65 Piano 

5 Tarpaifln 

length: abbr. 

660 

66 Fakna 

10 Family member 

43 Bewilder 

70 Studs 

88 Performing 
animal 

15 Raised bruu 

44 Rental sign 

71 Shorten a son 

19 Lmed up 

45 Bound 

72 DecSvtty 

89 Rnekxtaan 

20 House ol ctey 

46 Heavy-eei dog 

73 Colander abbr. 

92 Govt agta. 

21 Mountamtop nasi 

47 Theater section 

74 idolize 

S3 Places for 

22 — da capo 

46 Intricate 

75 Patchy in color 

vocations 

23 "The — Love 

patterns 

76 Butcher's offering 

97 Officer 

24 Eng. cheese 

49 Suds 

77 Attenuated 

101 Actor Richard 

27 High raters 

50 — Boothe Luce 

78 Torme and 

102 One of the 

29 — Knlovet 

51 Had a meal 

TUBS 

Channel Is 

30 Most mature 

52 Founded 

79 Arrest 

103 Relaxes 

3i Poses toi a 

53 D-snay tllm 

80 Embroidery 

104 Wash cycle 

portrait 

54 Humbled 

thread 

105 Greeting 

32 Poker hand 

55 DWwt couses 

61 Marshy (pound 

106 Nautical term 

35 Finches 

57 OW TV show 

82 PGA member 

107 Loafer 

38 Records 

59 Commedla dell'— 

83 Legal document 

IDS Race 

39 Korean president 

50 Toast order 

84 Boxers Max and 

109 Unfit for 

ones 

B1 Cross 

Buddy 

consumption 


□OWN 

1 Spade and Snead 

2 Mate a package 

3 Topnoicti 

4 Desorbing a bad 

5 MJButy students 

6 Fragrances 

7 You. Fr. 

8 Recede 

9 Lets go 

10 Jordan end 
Johnson 
It Doty- 

12 Displaced 
persons' agey. 

13 NY school letters 

14 Ortamed 

15 Stinging 
insects 

19 An deco name 
i: rarratMdies 
IB Ban ary Rem 

25 Force out 

26 One In Bonn 


2B Feast 

32 Heaped 

33 Quaker 

34 Muscle 

35 Dinner course 

36 Overact 

37 Is turwus 

38 Catnaps 

40 Number one In 
one's sport 

41 Mushroom 

42 Certain European 

44 TnsH the flavor ol 

45 March 

48 Actor Akins 

48 Fefdinan and 
Ingels 

49 Fr. ary 

50 Opt 

52 Chide 

53 "It Takes a — " 

54 Ice cream 
portions 


5G Lumberjacks el 
tinea 

57 Cornered 

58 Kangs 

60 5mal stream 

62 Kte 

63 More expansive 

64 Convex 


BS Electron tube 

66 Sheen 

67 AIM] or 
Frame 

68 Duplicity 

69 Civet's couset 
72 Having 

maoequate tints 

75 Verse 

76 Take to the — 
(wipeout) 

77 Dusk 

79 Wearing a goatee 

80 Gem surface 


81 Resorts 

63 — and the 
B almont s 

64 Stupefy 

86 Resting 

86 Tend a Rre 

87 Dutch painter 

88 Common or horse 
end 

89 Mountain m 
Thessaly 

90 Genuine 

91 Farm 
dim sun 

S3 Rational 

94 Expensive 

95 Ashtabula's 
waterfront 

96 Ego 

96 Roman household 
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Diagramless is x is. By James Bamck 


ACROSS 
1 Scnaol dance 

5 Son d Jacob 

6 Jokes 

tO Signs ol things to 
come 

12 Act Ihe a ham 
14 FMsh 
16 Attention 
IB Rds. 

19 Not at afl bpsy 
21 Applaud 
23 Of wings 


DOWN 

1 Does a farm job 

2 Send payment 

3 Kilns 

4 Intellect 

6 Dynamo 

7 Love god 
B Obtained 

9 — -fn-the-mud 
11 Sontag or 5 l 
J ames 

13 Conspicuous 
success 
15 Kind of bear 


' 24 Valentine or 
Carpenter 
26 Twangy 

28 Fr. noggki 

29 Luau food 
32 Caranonles 
34 Leaves 

36 Crystal-ban gazer 
40 Laughable 

42 Playing marble 

43 City on the Seine 
45 Countrified 


17 Kind of seat 
20 Fundamental 
22 For — '5 sake 1 
25 Part of Asia 
27 Arboreal 
animal 

29 Babble 

30 Aquatic 
mammal 

31 Fr. river 
33 Begets 

35 Ottoman Empire 
officials 


Delayer's 
i Stop* at s 


word 


47 I 

48! 

49 Offer opposing 
evidence 

51 Lika the Sahara 

52 Closes again 

55 lea cream parlor 
treats 

57 Compass pt 

58 Latvian 
B0 Eraa 

62 Where Seoul is 


36 Extra 

37 Protecting 
overhangs of a 
roof 

38 Clear a tape 

39 Ascend 

41 Henry — Lodga 
44 Plant part 
48 Absurcfly 
funny 

50 Made tractable 
53 DeBbes and 

Dur ocher 


64 Penny 

65 r - 


66 Zeal 

67 A snake 

70 On the double 
72 Tousle 

74 Wort of parting 

75 Fable's lesson 

76 Former spouses 

77 — yourself 

78 River In Austria 


54 Kind ol sick 
throat 

56 Mon of La 
Mancha 
59 — cotta 
81 Ptav a guitar 
63 Dwelling 

68 To — (exactly) 
67 Item tor a cook 
88 Killed 

69 HRs tepeatadly 
71 Veto 

73 Fashion 


Lest Week's Cryptograms 

1. Ridicule of a very worthy man or nrom&n ia thr stupid province of foals. 
2- What was it called when tiny parasite prayed for mercy to animal boat? 
Flea plea. 

3. Prior to signing on the dotted line, mod of ub are first required to squint 
at the small print. Egad! 

4. Adored sports superstar gels winded blowing op a baHooiL. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. CEXBI REGION, ELBOW HA SO MELLOW 

USO DEN. NOMRBOW DNHOAR1. "TCC HA 
U 9 O MREXO GEL CMO Y." —By Lois HL Jones 

2. JHTL WRBHDFRJL BFCLBELDB1S BLCCB F 

YS1 AWCCW1R XICCFD KICWJE YI TLD MIE 
UDWLRX ST1 RFALB TWB KLY KIIXCL FB 
MLRLliWJWFDE. — By Earl Ireland 

3. ERNE ANTU TUB BPL BPE YPOU NT PTO 

ULSBCKUO ACHT SHIPTO: “SHINER 

SHINER.” —By Ed Hoddleson 

4. ROKBESB KRECHEOB I S S Z UOQS BWI 'O' 
BUZZED DCWQSZ. 



—By Norton Rhoades 


SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 



Suicide manual turns bestseller, 
highlights euthanasia debate 


By Bend Debusmann 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — A step- 
by-step- guide „on bow to 
commit 0 suicide has turned 
into a bestseller in the United 
States. 

The book Final Exit, is 
meant for people with ter- 
minal diseases and draws 
fresh attention to a long- 
standing debate that pits 
“ right to die” groups against 
the principle that me must be 
preserved at all costs. 

Final Exit was written by 
Derek Humphry, founder of 
the Hemlock Society, named 
after the poison the Greek 
philosopher Socrates took to 
kill himself more than 2,000 
years ago. 

Founded in 1980, the Hem- 
lock Society now has 38,000 
members. The group cam- 
paigns for the right of a ter- 
minally ill patient to die. and 
it favours the help of a physi- 
cian, if possible, to carry out 
the practice, known as eutha- 
nasia. 

An article in the Wall 
Street Journal in July drew 
attention to the existence of 
Final Exit — ignored by re- 
viewers — and triggered an 
unusual rush that saw 20,000 
copies sold ki two weeks. 


Humphry said. 

“ The journal Piece 
appeared on Friday. The 
booksellers were sold out by 
Saturday lunch time. They 
were re-ordering madly on 
Monday morning, ” he said a 
recent interview. 

“We printed 41,000 copies 
and they have all gone. We 
just ordered another 20,000 
... I knew it would sell but T 
am surprised at the sudden 
success of the book. I thought 
the 41,000 would .last until 
next year. ” 

Books that sell more than . 

15.000 copies in hardcover 
are considered bestsellers by 
the publishing trade. 

Detailed information pro- 
vided in Final Exit — subti- 
tled “ the practicalities of self- 
deliverance and assisted 
suicide for the dying, ” ranges 
from securing lethal prescrip- 
tion drugs to Ending a physi- 
cian prepared to assist in 
suicide. 

Euthanasia is illegal in the 
United States and most other 
Western countries but a re- 
cent survey suggests that the 
practice is widespread. 

According to the survey , 
published in the July issue of 
the magazine Physician 's 
Management, nearly half the 

2.000 doctors who responded 
to the poll had deliberately 


taken clinical actions that 
would indirectly cause a pa- 
tient’s death. 

Almost one in 10 had taken 
actions that would directly 
cause a patient's death and 
3. 7 per cent provided patients 
or their families with in- 
formation to be used for 
suicide. 

Such information, Hum- 
phry said, is scarce. Physi- 
cians are taught the therapeu- 
tic value of drugs bat not how 
they may be used to end life. 

In five chapters addressed 
to doctors and nurses. Final 
Exit discusses the pros and 
cons of. various prescription 
chugs, ways of administering 
them and the most effective 
dosage. 

“The lethal oral dose of 
pentobarbital sodium or 
secobarbital sodium is esti- 
mated at 3G (grams). For 
safety’s sake, a triple dose 
may be considered the eotba- 
nasic dosage.” 

According to Humphry, 
polls conducted for. the Hem- 
lock Society, show that 70 per 
cent of Americans approve of 
the idea that physicians 
should be allowed to help a 
patient die if prolonging Ins 
life would oiriy inffict suf- 
fering. 

For those who fail to End a 
willing doctor. Fuwl Exit 


offers detailed guidelines to 
sure and painless death* 

No matter what drug is 
taken, the book says, usedfa 
plastic bag is “highly advis- 
able’’ for those who do not 
have the help of ajphyskaan 
to end their Eves. 

The plastic bag, the Book 
advises, should be used -in 
conjunction with sleeping _ - 
pills. . . “ 

“With the plastic bag sc- 
• cured around the. neck.v the 
dying person uses up oxygen , 
in the air. replacing if with 
carbon dioxide, and leaving: 
behind nitrogen that permits 
breathing. A human cannot 
Eve on carbon dioxide afid.. 
nitrogen- alonc2’ . . 

Die book comes out firmly 
against death by cyanide . 
(“can be painful in the 'ex--' 
treme”) and lists a number of 
“ bizarre ways to die” dee m e d 
unacceptable either because 
they are unreliable or messy. 

One l bizarre suicide-in-^ 
votved a man in California 
who made his pet rattiesnake 
bite him oh the band . He . 
suffered a fatal heart attack^ 
Shooting , the most vtidely 
practised- form of suicide ut- 
the United States. . “is de-_ 

. finitely qottheexit ofchoice 
for believers in. euthanasia ' 
the: book says. :V, 
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Private initiative works towards setting 
up a German hone-marrow 
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By Rainer Flohl 

AN INITIATIVE of indi- 
vidual people is making the 
idea of a national register for 
bone marrow donors more 
realisable in spite of 
bureaucratic obstacles. Physi- 
cians such as the internist Dr.. 
Ehninger from Tubingen 
have been calling for such a 
facility for years, but the ap- 
plications for its funding were 
passed to and from between 
the Federal Soda! Affairs, 
Health and Research and 
Technology' Ministries. 

Persons who have con- 
tracted leukaemia and other 
blood-generation disorders 
whose lives can only be saved 
by a transplantation of bone 
marrow are the ones to suf- 
fer. If a matching donor can- 
not be found in the patient’s 
own family the person con- 
cerned has to rely on the help 
of non-relatives. This entails 
a desperate search; but rela- 
tives — mothers, fathers, 
children and brothers or sis- 
ters — never give up the 
Eght. 

Their letters to ministries 
and to members of parlia- 
ment have ensured that plans 
were discussed and passed 
on, but the situation of the 
sick people themselves has 
not noticeably improved. In 
response to an appeal by the 
Stefan Morscb Foundation 
for donors for a nine-year-old 
boy and by two young people 
for donors for their mother 
almost 20,000 people in 
several German cities gave a 
blood sample to enable the 
identiEcation of their tissue 
factors. A further large-scale 
campaign has started in Ham- 
burg. 

The population’s willing- 
ness to help prompted the 
German cancer aid associa- 
tion, Deutsche Krebshilfe, to 
step up efforts to extend the 
register for bone marrow 
donors. Its chairman. Savings 
Bank Association president 
Helmut Geiger, announced 
that the organisation intends 
investing DM10 million — 
more than has single project 
has ever received from the 
citizen's initiative founded by 
Mildred Scheel. 

DM5 milEon is to be spent 
on the typologisation of 
20,000 donors, and the re- 
maining DM5 million on 
identifying the tissue factors 
of additional blood donors. 
Mr. Geiger hopes that 50,000 
bone marrow donors will be 
registered in Germany by the 
end of this year. This, howev- 
er, can only be the beginning, 
since at least 150,000 volun- 


tary donors are required. The 
government, therefore, will 
also have to pull its weight 
and contribute towards ex- 
tending the register. A cor- 
responding appEcation has 
been submitted to the Ger- 
man Health Ministry. 

y . Every, year, roughly 2,000 
children and adults contract 
leukaemia in Germany. 
Although a number of pa- 
tients can be cured by che- 
motherapy and radiation 
treatment, about 1,300 need 
a bone marrow transplantation 
because their illness rejects 
aggressive therapy or because 
relapses occur. Only 30 per 
cent of the patients, however, 
have brothers or sisters with 
tissue factors with which a 
transplantation would stand a 
good chance of being success- 
ful. For a further 10 per cent 
a donor can be found in the 
extended family circle. The 
remaining 60 per cent — 
roughly 800 patients a year — 
rely on the bone marrow of 
non-relatcd donors. Suitable 
donors, however, are rare. 

A life-saving feature of the 
white blood cells is to blame. 
As part of the body's im- 
munological system it attacks 
alien tissue, such as bacteria, 
tumours and transplants. 
This is why the white blood 
cells of the leukaemia suffer- 
ers have to be destroyed by 
drugs or radiation before 
bone marrow is transplanted. 
At the same time all degener- 
ated blood cells are des- 
troyed. Otherwise, an im- 
munological war would rage 
between the two blood . 
strains. 

The transplanted marrow 
is generally accepted by the 
organism, and blood forma- 
tion recommences. The im- 
muoocells, however , now 
attack the “aEen” host. This 
transplant-versus-host reac- 
tion can lead to serious com- 
plications and can even be 
fatal. The better the “match” 
between the tissue factors of 
the recipient and donor, the 
less intense this reaction. 

In the case of genetically 
identical twins, for example, 
there is no reaction at all. 
Because of the serious risks, 
which cannor be ruled out 
even when using the best 
drugs available to suppress 
immunological resistance, 
non-related donors were not 
initially considered. It was 
not until 1979 that aEen bone 
marrow transplantation was 
ventured in the United 
States. 

The French medical resear- 
cher Jean Dausset l deserves a 
great deal of the credit for 


making such transplantations: 
possible. In 1980 be received 
the Nobel Prize for Medicine 
for his achievements in this 
Eeld. During - the 1970s be 
discovered that the structure 
of the tissue factors responsi- 
ble for the repulsion is geneti- 
cally anchored. As in th e case 
of bloqd jproups, ’there were 
hopes at that timb tbaV 
matching donors could be' 
found through serological 
tests. Expectations , however, 
were only partially fulfilled. 

Every person has three, 
main groups and numerous 
“ weaker ” sub-groups. Furth- 
ermore, the variability within 
these groups is substantial 
An estimated 25 million 
different possible combina- 
tions exist for the three main 
groups alone. The chances of 
Ending an identical donor 
among non-related persons, 
therefore, are very sEm. 

Certain constellations , 
however, predominate within 
a population. Yer even the 
most frequent genetic com- 
binations only account for a 
percentage share of 0.5 per 
cent of the European popula- 
tion. The chances of Ending a 
more or less matching donor 
among relatives is thus much 
greater, but the fact that 
families are becoming smaller 
reduces the chances. This is 
why the ' tissue factors of 
voluntary donors are systems-' 
ticaBy determined in all in- 
dustrial nations. 

A reservoir of at least 

100.000 voluntary donors is 
i needed to End a donor for 50 
1 per cent of the patients wait- 
ing for a bone marrow trans- 
plantation. Between one and ' 
two million would be needed 
to End suitable donors few all 
patients — nor including 
those patients with extremely 
rare combinations. It is ob- 
vious that such an extensive 
register can only be compiled 
through international coop- 
eration. Germany, however , 
lags so far behind other coun- 
tries in this respect that 
American registers recently 
refused to find matching - 
donors for German patients. - 

320,000 donors are * reg- 
istered in the United States, 

170.000 in Britian and 60,000 
in France. The larger the data 
files, the sooner a donor can - 
be found. In the past, the 
procedure took such a long- 
time that the disease has' 
progressed and. the chances 
of being cured worsened. Oh 
average, the international - 
search for suitable donors 
takes i0 months.. - Certain 
waiting periods', _ however, 
will always be necessaiyr - • J . 


. . - After . a dohorz ba^ybeen ' - 
- found further, wmpatibflily _ 
tests with the blood cells have 
to be _ carried but. 'Elegaht ;; 
generic^ - 


. about - improvem ents [ soon. . 

. The p^^gnermnied^yd^ 
genetic analyses, v* 
v may also mean tha t donors " 

w/oidd-have^beea pfe- . 
vkmsly accepted wEI then be • 
turned down . . Only experi- 
ence wiB show whidi incom- 
patibilities, arc' tolerable. 

XMy lOrto 20 nuOikires of 
blood arc? required for the 
analysis of tissue factors. 

. During the special campaign 
week blood sample centres 
wffl beset up.at easy-to-reach 
locations — in Hamburg, for 
■ example; at the Alster Pavil- 
ion .(which is in the dty 
: centre). _ . 

Donors should not be older 
than 55 arid should not suffer 
from serious diseases. The 
data are stored anonymously. 

The potential donor is in- 
formed if the tissue factors 
match those of a patient. 

■For statistical reasons only 
at most one in a hundred 
donors can actually donate 
bone marrow. Its extraction ‘ 
requires a local or general 
anaesthetic. Just under a litre 
of marrow mixed with Wood 
is siphoned off the hip-bone. ■ 
Some cEnics discharge the 
donor on the same day, 
wbaeas other insist on several ■ 
days as an in-patient. To rule 
out possible complications hF 
volving the anaesthetic die ' 
donors have to- be examined; 
carefully beforehand. ' r , v 

The results of bone mar- 
row transplantation justify ■ - 
the time and effort Invested - 
in the register: Since 1 1974, 
over 35,000 bone marrow . 
transplantations have 'been '' ' 
carried: out worldwide. ; 

In som e cases , survival 
rates of 70 per cent have been "■ 
recorded, in other cases 40 . 
per cent. Lastyear, about 550 • 
transplantations were carried 
out in 13 centres io'Gemiany. ~ 

In. the" former. GDR dime ■* ■ - 
' were nhree . centres' which , 
transplanted bone- marrow.: 

The cumber'of operations 
could increase rapidly in fy- - 
tore. If progress ismade with r 

r^d to. the sefcxfon of- . 
donor# it cannot tie rxihd om 
thatmore andmore sk& peo- 7 

bould- 

aggressively^ The tiohe 
marrow destroyed * com be ^ : - 


tho. occurrence of relApses “ ■ ~* J 

PrBnkhir&er vi® 65 - . 
-Zeitung. . 
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(C cofiaew! from page I) 


-"•■■■ re 8*®*V r . [ 4o not. think that the 
V. ngiofl it approaching peace; 

(JuilC the- -Opposite-, the region is 
. . . nearing an era of tension. Even il 
■*' • U-S: was able to attain the 
'.. .pc^ce they are Talking about, the 
. only peace that area will witness* 
if any. will the peace of hege- 
mony, or what can be called 
Roman peace. The peace of 
■ hegemony is never a lasting 
peace, it is temporary. It will 
eveatnany. crack up. Hie seeds of 
tension have been already 

... planted in the region. The tension 

has already started. ■ 

I will like to tell you something 
about myself, which might be 
. - indicative .of the mood in the 
region. I have always tried to be 
rational and objective — I mighr 
not have always succeeded but I 
have always tried to. Now I do 
not deny that it has become diffi- 
cult everyday for me to maintain 
my objectivity. My difficulty in 
maintaining an objective 
approach is due to the tyranny 
and arrogance of the U S. and the 
Western politicians. What I am 
trying to say is that the West is 
wrong if it believes that by revert- 
ing to colonialist and cyranical 
practice^ it will . reinforce mod- 
eration and objectivity in any part 
of the world. 

The reaction to the current 
Western policies will be exactly 
• be the opposite. These practices, 
(by tbe West) will only reinforce 
bitterness and consequently ex- 
tremism. 

Therefore it is true that tbe 
U.S.‘ influence has grown stron- 
ger but it wifl be met with peo- 
ple's resistance, especially if the 
U.S. continues its interference in 
other countries' affairs m die 
name of protection. This does not 
only apply to the U.S. policy' in 
the region but also in Europe and 
particularly Eastern Europe. 
Who is creating tensions in 
Yugoslavia and in other pans of 
Eastern Europe? They are trying 
to change Eastern Europe to a 
market for western goods ... no 
more. Thus American policies 
win conflict and have to confront 
peopleV resistance everywhere. 

Q: Yet the pro-American gov- 
ernment* in the region have also 
become stronger. How do you 
see die future balance of power in 
this region? 

As They will regret their poli- 
cies. These policies are conceited. 

These governments, have not 
learned any lessons from the past. 

- They have hoc teamed a lesson 
fpom the examples of the fate of 
Kang Farpuk in. Egypt and the 
monarchy in' Iraq, or any regime 
that remained subordinate to the 
colonialists . in lhe. post- World 
War II era. 

What they do not understand is 
..that- people have not changed. If 
anything, people have become 
more politically aware than in 

- that period. Those who do hot 
learn from history cannot under- 
stand the present or the future. 

If they really cared about.their 
people and were far-sighted they 
would have realised that tbe U.S. 
cannot be dm. guardian or dm 
protector of this region, its peo- 
' -pie, its resources or its oil. Tbe 
only policy that we in Iraq accept 
is that which will enhance Arab 
independence. We are not calling 
for a confrontation with the U.S. 
but' there is a dear difference 
between capitulation and pur- 
- . suing an mdependent policy. We 
would like to ask them what is die 
aim of supporting the weakening 
of Iraq. How can tbe undermin- 
ing pf Iraq serve Arab independ- 
ence- and interests? 

. How can the embargo against 
Iraq serve Arab interests? If the 
.aim, is to undermine the regime 
this i$ 'sheer nonsense. As an 
offtctal, the embargo is hurting 
me less than it is affecting the 
ordinary Iraqi. Why' are they 
trying' to hurt the Iraqi people? 
How can. that serve Arab in- 
terests? 

Q: . Do you think that the 
Baath&t party in Iraq has been 
seriously weakened? What is the 
future erf the parry , and how can 
it fevivc its role on the grassrooi 

feyel?.' .... 

r. AzTbe way to do that (streng- 
thening dm party) is to allow 
competition by other parties. We 

- are talking about competition 
tharcaiT stimulate the party's 


: ■’ Qi. What do you mean by 
competition? Do. you mean that 
political parties mil be confined 
to- competing with the Baathist 
party* but cannot be allowed to 
form a government? - 
- "Ac Wo, we may be ready to 
'4tare power with another party if 
fhe shuation allows and if there 
w*$;sBcb.a party, 

" Q: What about the future of 
. dw lraqi Communist Party. Is it 
trite that it will be banned? 

■/ A:T think that the Iraqi Com- 
munist Party can find a formula 
. which wiH a!Iow ft to work (in the 
new rer-op). But it has toiofre its 
probtems ; asit has suffered ^>fiJs. 


Iraqi leadership confident, feels vindicated 


(Cntbend from page !) 

Work) with that which prevailed im- 
mediately following World War II. 

*The Wes, particularly tbe U.S., 
has reverted to caJorJalfex practices 
(in the region)." Or. Hamadi argued. 

In lax view this situation will result 
ta a revival of tbe independent 
ration ff%t movetneat in Ok; Arab 
World and the demise of tbe regimes 
which are associated with foreign 

control. 

“If these (pro- American) govern- 
ments cannot learn from history and 
peniat in tbeb Jiortsghtedness, their 
(ate will be bo different than that of 
the re gim es which were associated 
with tbe ok! colonialists." he warned. 

Dr. Ha m adi ‘i warning is not neces- 
sarily a threat, since post-war Iraq has 
lost the mob for bringing about mefa 
an eventuality, analysts F Mi Tiin ffl 
Bus to a great extent, it explains the 
renewed confidence that the Iraqi 
leadership is displaying about its fu- 
ture. 

An ag ree n i em with Kurdish parties 
over the future of Iraqi Kurdistan and 
political reforms involving some form 
Of political pluralism arc also viewed 
Dr. Ham a d i as key elements for 
i continuity of the Iraqi state as it is 
today. 

Dr. Hamadi implied that despite 
the disastrous consequences of the 
war and the Kurdish and Shiite rebel- 
lions in the north and couth, the 
en s u i ng political atn a t ioo is paving 
tbe way tor pluralism, political free- 
doms, a historical rccoocfliatioa with 
the Kinds and preventing a sectarian 
sedition between the Shiites and Son- 
ata In lhe country. 

The prime nunater conceded that 
the post-war de vel o pm ents, particu- 
larly the negotiations withthe Kurdish 
parties, hove prompted the leadership 
to accept important and liberal mod- 
ifications to ns pre-war draft of a new 
co n stit u tion and political parties' law. 
He refused to elaborate but disclosed 
for tbe first time that the Baathut 
Party will co ns id e r sharing power 
with another party — if need be. 
The last experience in Iraq's recent 
story of a coalition gov ernm e nt had 
Dded tragically at the end of the 
seventies when the Baathists cracked 
down on their Communist partners in 
I the National Front after aemcmg 
diem of recr ui t ing army officers in 
their organisation. 


Rejecting suggestions that the lead- 
ership was not taking concrete steps 
towards democracy in Iraq, Dr. 
Hamadi said repeatedly that political 
pluralism and lhe various law allow- 
ing political and press freedoms will 
not be put into effect until the signing 
of an agreement with the Kurdish 
groups. He indicated that the lead- 
ership saw a real chance* in winning 
over the Kurdish minority, away from 
foreign influence , and putting an end 
to perceived Iranian attempts to man- 
ipulate Iraqi Shiites, especially in (be 
south. 

"We arc confident that they (the 
Kurdish parlies) arc seeking a 
nationalist solution which will pre- 
serve our national unity. We cannot 
but welcome such a position, " be said 
in on allusion to the Iraqi leadership's 
hopes that (he negotiations with the 
Kurdish groups will end the Kurds' 
historical reliance on foreign govern- 
ments. 

Dr. Hamadi, a Shiite himself, 
admitted that even though the gov- 
ernment was convinced that Iranian 
instigation was the main moving force 
behind last March's bloody rebellion 
in lhe south, there were also protests 
that expressed grievances of the 
Shiite population. 

But he asserted that (be Iranian 
and pro- Iranian movement's practices 
had compelled many of the Shiites 
who bad joined the rebellion to regret 
their participation in it and reconsider 
their altitudes towards the centra] 
government. 

In Dr. Hamadi 's view, the violent 
way that the pro-Iranian groups hand- 
led the people in the south during the 
rebellion had undermined the future 
chances of setting up an Iranian-stylc 
Islamic regime in Baghdad. 

"People had had a first- hand ex- 


perience with what 1 call a Bum- 
model of the Iranian regime, " Dr. 
Hamadi maintained, referring to the 
two- week long control by pro- Iranian 
Shiites of the southern cities. 

Throughout the interview Dr. 
Hamadi was careful to show rh.r Iraq 
was keen on reintegrating into Arab 
Mid international community but in- 
sisted on maintaining "its indepen- 
dent position." 

"There is a big difference between 
capitulation and pursuing an indepen- 
dent policy," he said. 

In the Iraqi official's view, both the 
repeated controversies about (he Un- 
ited Nations’ inspection team's find- 
ings regarding Iraqi nuclear and che- 
mical weapons and the U.S.-led 
peace process to solve the Arab- 
lsracb conflict are two indications of 
Washington's attempt to control the 
region and to strip Iraq and the Arab 
World of their independence. 

"Our decision to abide by U.N. 
Security Council rcsohitioos is irrev- 
ersible ... wc arc doing so, oo more 
and no less,'* he said. 

In the first official reaction to 'hr 
U.S.-led peace process. Dr. Hamadi 
accused the U.S. of trying to impose 
what he called "a peace of hege- 
mony" on the Palestinians ilw 
Arabs. 

"Such peace cannot be pennanem 
... it is temporary peace," be aid. 
"The West is wrong by thinking that 
by pursuing their gunboat diplomacy 
and tyrannical practices they can 
bring about moderation ... the result 
will be the opposite as they will only 
provoke extremism.* 1 he warned. 

lands Anduwf Is the Jordan and Iraq 
corrapond em of the Christian Scien- 
ce Monitor, in which part of thh 
interview has also been pnhfishcd. 


Bush ‘more optimistic 9 on peace 


(Coot mend from page I) 
Palestinian news agency WAFA re- 
ported Wednesday. 

Mr. Arafat and Ambassador Chi- 
borine Boris Akxevich met Tuesday, 
WAFA reported. 

The pair examined "the evolution 
of the situation in the Arab region 
and the efforts deployed to reestab- 
lish a lasting peace on the bask of 
recognition of the rights of the 
Palestinian people and an indepen- 


dent state,'' WAFA said. 

Other details were not disclosed. 

Libya's official news agency 
Wednesday denounced U.S. efforts 
to seek the help of Arab states of 
North Africa in the Middle East 
peace process. 

It called the latest bid a new “U.S.- 
Zionist plot against the Arab Nation" 
and said Libya was "honoured* that 
Mr. Baker did not stop there during 
his recent trip to the region. 


King: Last chance for peace 


(Coatfnevd from page 1) 

a danger if people really believe that 
at the venue... Wc are not talking 
about power or lhe Itdc of it at a 
moment in history, but that may 
change inevitably. I hope (hat people 
will tMX look at dial as determining 
factor. Wc hope that it wQ] not be an 
issue and that could be solved peace- 
fully if real efforts were put into it. 

"But wc ask is this a new world: 
What does a new world order mean? 
If peace h established now on the 
kind of basis that generations after us 
will accept and live with that is a 
greatest achievement. " 

American and Israeli efforts to 
involve the Jordanians in all matters 


related to the Palestinians "won’t 
work and of course it won't happen," 
the King said. "We believe firmly and 
wc are committed to the fad that the 
Palestinians have indicated that they 
wish to speak for themselves to repre- 
sent themselves, regarding their prob- 
lem so they have ro be there. Wc 
cannot speak for them nor we wish to. 
We have offered an umbrella of a 
joint delegation to deal with the 
problem of the Israeli-Palestinian 
dimension. We have to work 
together. But oo the Palcstinc-Israeli 
dimension only the Palestinians and 
the Israelis cui deal with that. Bufwc 
have always said that our future is 
linked together." 

Tbe King said many misconcep- 


tions of Jordaiiian-Palestinian have 
been removed. "We know that our 
faith is interwined and interlinked. 
Wc know that we have to work 
together to help them reestablish 
their rights. We realise that we have 
to rely on each other aad support one 
another as a people more than ever 
before." 

On future relations between Pales- 
tine and Jordan, he said: 

“I think that it is too eariy to look 
at this issue, but if we look to the past 
there was constant reference to a 
special relationship. I always believed 
that the Palestinians wanted their 
own identity and the Jordanians 
wanted their identity. There was talk 
about return to the former union 


which 1 never ever believed in. I live* 
it all these yean but I found it was al 
wrong because each side is attache* 
to its own identity. Bui we an 
brothers and one family. So then 
must be a balance in any conferdera 
lion or whatever. Wc will work i 

OUL" 

On tiie American attitude, he said 
“I believe that the Americans an 
more serious. They realise that the; 
cannot afford failure. 

"1 am sure that they have their owi 
positions in terras of the major issues 

"But they should be there alon 
with the Soviets and hopefully al 
concerned parties, one way o 
another, to try to overcome difficu! 
ties." 


(Cootkaeud from page J) 

team wrapped up its work in Iraq 
Wednesday and planned to leave with 
material used in a biological weapons 
research programme, the team’s chief 
inspector said. 

The leader ol another icacn, in Iraq 
to inspect audear weapons projects. 


Iraq assails Islamic countries 


said the Iraqis still had not produced 
answers to some of his questions, and 
that the country's "history of decep- 
tion" made it difficult to determine 
the full scope of its nuclear program- 
me. 

“It's still a piecemeal process," said 
David Kay. the nuclear inspector 


whose group plans to leave Saturday 
after a two-week stay. 

"Mr. Kay's counterpart for germ 
warfare, David Kelly, said his team 
would depan Thursday after spend- 
ing five davs at Salman Pak. a re- 
search centre south of Baghdad 
where Iraq has acknowledged resear- 


ching biological warfare. 

"The United Nations considers ou 
mission to be successful,” Mr. Kdl; 
said. 

Mr. Kelly said his team would b 
taking with it cultures of anthrax 
Clostridium botulin and other mate 
rial that had been used in the Iraq 
weapons research. 
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Continuous Success 

To Crown the Event 

we're now giving you 

Special offers 
& Reduced prices 

Starring today rill Aug. 16 th 


Moke o purchase and enrer our grand I orrery: 

Airline ticket ■. 

Amman — Vienna - Amman. 
& many more prizes 
. Draw dote : Aug. 1 6 th 

SAFEWAY ... 

the vne an$ only . 


S) 


SAFEWAY INTERNATIONAL 

PETRA CO. FOR SUPPLV & INTL TRACE 






Quality, Speed, Reliability with a two year warranty. 



The Citizen Printers standard range unchains 
your creativity... heips you produce the results 
you always wanted, quickly, reliably, simply, 
and at real value-for-money, supported 
of course with the famous 2 year warranty. 

Select the printer that compliments your 
computer needs giving you the perfect solution. 

Citizen Printers are efficient, economical and 
designed for you. 




C^Pmcetit Trading and Contracting Co. 


3rd. circle. Prince Mohammad St. Phone 644J4&7 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, MR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS.. 


AMIN KAWAR&SON5 

PEL. 6 CW 676 SC’ 469 fa 




i* Many vHlas and apartment® 
are available for rent endl 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

j* Also many lots of land arel 
available for sale. 

jFor further details, pi»asa| 

bdoun Real 


W. 810605, 810800, 
Fax: 810520. 


The Srstft best 
- Chinese Restaurant 
hi Jordan 

1st Circle. Jebai Amman, near 
' AhliyyahGiris School 


Open daily 22:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 - Midnight 

Trttzms 


p EK INC' £?££Triuv.Ar 



r Amman’s ^ 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumesjighters, 
watches, pens. 
Silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg 
Tal. 669 457 


' CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 -Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

‘ . \ 

Profeadona] Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gci:- 

• JUMBO photo 
30% torpor 

From oniorpo- 
20 x 30 


Shmeisam - Opp. Grmdlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh Id: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


0Dj2|QD 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. | 

Packing, shipping, M 
forwarding, storage, * 
clearing, door-io-door 1 
service g 

Air, Sea and Land 




a? 


'c*x2XS>c£>1 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Spedai Chinese Foods 
Skffled Chinese Chefs 

|ppra JL16-J..W & bty-ti jn A. u h | 


|8 


wot* Saqra Road 
near flhfeatapxj Hotel 

IT1 mm, A mman, 

8nce lasted 
AfcMjjsLeitd 



HAVEL SERVICES 
OFFICE 

Daily fours arranged on request to 
the following places: 

PETRA, JERASH 
DEAD SEA 

For further Information 
please call us: 
614272 


The First Class Hotel ih ! 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAKOTEL 

iLugllla 


Amman -Tel. 668 193 
PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


\Jr 





8PIANO 

trilNMENT 




jf 
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1. looks for answers on 
;mal Pan Am games showing 


HAVANA (R) — American 
athletics officials, on the defen- 
sive about their team's poor 
showing so far in the Pan Amer- 
ican Games, had to practise di- 
plomacy as well as explain why 
they were in danger of not 
finishing on top of the medals 
table. 

By the end of Tuesday's fourth 
day of the games, the U.5. had 
managed only 10 gold medals, 
well behind the 30 won by host 
Cuba which looked likely to de- 
throne (he U.S. as top medals 
winner for the first time since the 
inaugural games in 1951. 

At a press conference where 
there were as many questions 
about controversies involving the 
U.S. as sports issues, American 
officials praised the Cuban per- 
formance but said the U.S. could 
still finish on top. 

Joe Vigil, coach of the men's 
track team, said that 40 years ago 


when the first Pan Am Games 
were held the United Stares 
dominated the event. 

“But now the rest of the world 
is slowly catching up,” he said. 

On Monday Vigil bad to watch 
as favourite Andre Cason was 
beaten into second place by Bra- 
zil's Robson Caetano da Silva in 
the prized 100 metres, saw 
another Brazilian win the 3,000 
metres beating out an American 
for the first time in 12 years, and 
then watched another Brazilian 
win the glamour 1500 metres. 

Women's team coach Karen 
Dennis had an equally bad day 
Monday, as Cuba won all three 
gold medals disputed including 
the high jump the United States 
had not lost since the first games 
40 years ago in Buenos Aires. 

“Any time you're behind you 
are disappointed but we're still in 
the running,” she said. 

Both Vigil and Dennis refused 


to blame the dismal showing so 
far on the absence of stars like 
Carl Lewis who have elected not 
to come to the games and instead 
attend the World Championships 
in Tokyo later this month. 

Off die field, the Americans 
were involved in the first major 
judging row of the games and a 
controversy about whether 
Cuban President Fidel Castro 
snubbed an American athlete 
during a medals ceremony. 

On both issues, American offi- 
cials acted like practised diplo- 
mats describing them as an “hon- 
est mistake” and a “miscom- 
m uni cation." 

Referring to long jumper 
Llewellyn Stark's loss of a gold 
medal because his leap was raked 
over too soon, U.S. men's athle- 
tics' team leader Jose Rodriguez 
said: “We have to accept this was 
an honest mistake by an official 


too eager to do his job." 

Rodriguez also exonerated 
President Castro who presented 
the gold and bronze medals to 
competitors in the women’s 100 
metres but missed out silver 
me dallis t Chryste Gaines. 

“There was confusion and Cas- 
tro deferred to a Pan American 
Sports Organisation official to 
place the silver medal,” Rodri- 
guez said. 

“It was a misco mm unication 
and not deliberate,” Rodriguez 
said. 

Vigil said Cuba was doing so 
well because the host nation was 
always lifted by the support of the 
home crowd. 

“Their coaching is technically 
sound, their athletes are well 
prepared and it's the borne 
crowd, I'm not surprised at how 
well they are doing,” he said. 
“But we’re not out of it yet." 


African stars distance themselves from Tokyo bid 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
‘ South African athletes linked to a 
. rebel bid to take part in the 
iWcrld Athletics Championships 
.■in Tokyo this month said 
. Wednesday they had nothing to 
.do with the application. 

They were responding to a 
. letter sent by former Springbok 
>.miler Fanie Van Zyl to Interna- 
.tional Amateur Athletic Federa- 
-.tion (IAAF) President Prime 
Nebiolo asking that a team of 25 
•athletes and three reserves be 
; accepted in the championships. 

Van Zyl said in the letter 
■athletes were being “used and 
.abused” by the South African 
officials who last month vetoed 
.the country's invitation to Tokyo 
from the IAAF. 

“I was not aware of the letter,” 


said U.S.-born former world 
javelin record holder Tom Petra- 
noff, who now has South African 
citizenship and whose name was 
mentioned in the letter. 

Other names in the bid include 
Zola Pieterse, who under her 
maiden name Budd ran the 3,000 
metres for Britain at the Los 
Angeles Olympics, and Elana 
Meyer, who has run the world's 
fastest women's 3,000 metres this 
year. 

Pieterse has also distanced her- 
self from the letter. 

The IAAF Tuesday turned 
down Van Zyl's request, saying 
the body could not accept indi- 
vidual applications and that a 
decision to attend must be taken 
by the South African Amateur 
Athletics Association (SAAAA). 


But Nebiolo, who is keen to 
see the Springboks end their 
apartheid isolation in Tokyo, had 
already written to African 
National Congress (ANC) leader 
Nelson Mandela asking him to 
intervene in the dispute, an 
IAAF spokeswoman in London 
said. 

Reports that he had also writ- 
ten to President F.W. de Klerk 
could not be confirmed. 

An ANC spokesman, who bad 
not heard of Nebiolo's last-gasp 
appeal, said: “The one thing we 
want to emphasise is that the 
issue of international competition 
should not overshadow our prim- 
ary aim — that of fully inte- 
grated, non-radal sport in this 
country,’’ the ANC spokesman 
said. 


The SAAAA, mirroring ANC 
concern that Tokyo may be jump- 
ing the gun, decided that it was 
still too early for South Africa to 
break its apartheid isolation, pre- 
ferring to wait for the starter's 
pistol at next year’s Barcelona 
Olympics. 

But the IAAF has hinted that if 
the Springboks do not turn up in 
Tokyo, it may use its powers to 
block South Africa's entry to 
Barcelona. 

Some SAAAA officials who 
voted against Tokyo indicate they 
could be persuaded to change 
their minds, but with only a week, 
before the Aug. 14 deadline for 
accepting a place in the cham- 
pionships, it seems unlikely the 
Springboks will be there. 


lew squash champ eases Becker takes Ohio ATP 


■sdk ante real world 


MELBOURNE (R) — New 
work! squash champion Rodney 
Martin eased back into real life 
Wednesday by beating one of his 
best friends in the firet round of 
the Australian Open. 

The Queenslander enjoyed a 
straigb^'orward 15-12, 15-11, 15:7 
ever training partner Adam 
Schreiber.- 

Martin, who beat Pakistan’s 


Jahangir Khan to win his first 
world title in Adelaide Sunday, is 
seeded third here but said he was 
having trouble reviving up for the 
tournament after his world title 
win. 

“It’s just a matter of forgetting 
about it,” he said. “I need to get 
some sleep and get revitalised, I 
feel pretty tired at the moment,” 


Championship seriously 


t TF gets Seles documents 


LONDON (AP) — The Interna- 
tional Tennis Federation (TTF) is 
examining medical documents 
that could explain Monica Seles' 
tats withdrawal from the Federa- 
tion Cup and could save her 
eligibility for the 1992 Olympics, 
an l i t* spokesman said Tuesday. 

Spokesman lan Barnes said the 
doct or’s report was received by 
ITF President Brian Tobin on 
July 26, during the Federation 
Cap tournament in Nottingham, 
England. 

Earlier Tuesday, Barnes mis- 
takenly had said Seles failed to 
tcseCa Monday deadline for sub- 
mitting such medical documents. 

“They went to Brian. I didn't 
know of their existence until this 


afternoon,’' Barnes said. “The 
documents were sent to Tobin, 
but because of bis travel schedule 
he hadn’t communicated their ex- 
istence to the rest of us.” 

Seles pulled out of the Yugos- 
lav team for the Federation Cup 
two days before the event started, 
saying she did not want to risk 
reaggravating shin splints. 

Barnes said the documents 
should have been sent to the 
Yugoslav Tennis Federation, 
which then shonld have for- 
warded them to the ITF. Instead, 
he said, they were faxed directly 
to Tobin by International Man- 
agement Group (IMG), the 
Cleveland, Ohio-based agent for 
Seles. 


MASON, Ohio (AP) — The 
world's No. 1-ranked player, 
Boris Becker, said he's taking the 
Thriftway ATP Championship 
seriously and is using it as more 
than a warmup to the U.S. Open. 

* Becker defeated Jean-Philippe 
Fleurian of France 6-3, 6-3 at the 
Jack Nicklaus Sports Centre 
Tuesday evening. 

It was Becker's first match 
since be lost the Wimbledon final 
to fellow German Michael Stich 
last month. Becker, a three-time 
Wimbledon champion, has taken 
some tune off since, citing mental 
exhaustion after playing six 
Wimbledon matches in seven 
days. 

He'll play in the U.S. Open, 
the last of the year's four Grand 
Slam events, in three weeks. 

“To be honest, the open is the 
goal,” he said. “But this is more 
than just a tuneup. The best 
players in the work! are here, so 
there are no easy matches. 

“It is an important tournament 
for all who are playing it.” 

This is Becker's first appear- 
ance here since 1989. He won the 
championship in 1985, was a 
finalist in 1987 and a semifinalist 
two years later. 


Becker served four aces and hit 
57 per cent of his first serves. But 
be won 70 per cent of his service 
points, and at one point backed 
Fleurian into a self-defence 
crouch with one booming serve. 

Becker's was- the day's only 
second-round match. A six-hour 
rain delay forced postponement 
of a number of first-round match- 
es to Wednesday. 

Four other seeded players were 
in action, with No. 12 Brad Gil- 
bert defeating Brad Pearce 7-5, 
6-3; No. 13 Michael Chang down- 
ing Rodolphe Gilbert 4-6, 6-2, 6-1 
and No. 14 Derrick Rostagno 
victorious over Gilad Bloom 6-2, 
6-3. 

Emilio Sanchez, the No. 9 
seed, lost to Jason Stoltenberg 
6-3, 6-4. 

Other winners included Petr 
Korda of Czechoslovakia over 
Grant Connell of Canada 6-3, 
6-1; Wayne Ferreira of South 
Africa, who defeated Ramesh 
Kris bn an of India 6-1, 6-3; 
Andres Gomez of Ecuador, a 5-7, 
6-4, 7-6 (7-0) victor over Stefano 
Pescosolido of Italy; and Patrick 
McEnroe, who advanced with a 
6-3, 7-5 victory over Kevin Cur- 
ran. 
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Gabriels Sabatini 


Sabatini crushing opponents 


TORONTO (AP) — If Argenti- 
na's Gabriela Sabatini breezes 
through the player's Canadian 
Open Women’s Tennis Tourna- 
ment as easily as she is threaten- 
ing to do, it will be because her 
mind is elsewhere. 

Sabatini, the tournament's top 
seed and a fen favourite, feels the 
improvement in her game over 
the last year can be attributed to 
her decision to not let tennis 
dominate her thinking. 

The world’s third-ranked 
women’s player has learned to 
relax and spend more time with 
other activities, like photogra- 
phy. 

On the court, however, the 
picture is dear. 

A laid-back Sabatini needed 
only 52 minutes to dispose of 
Italian Silvia Farina 6-0, 6-0 Tues- 
day, a bad sign for Canada’s 
Helen Kelesi, who has die tough 
task of meeting Sabatini in third- 
round action. 

“In the past I was thinking too 
much about tennis and was put- 
ting myself under too much press- 
ure,” Sabatini said. “These d 2 ys, 
when I'm not playing tennis, I try 
to do other tilings — sightseeing, 
taking photos. 

“I now realise there are other 
things to enjoy besides tennis.” 

Sabatini has also made physical 
changes to her game, most not- 
ably improving her volleying, 
which helped her capture the 
U.S. Open singles tide last year. 
But Sabatini said coach Carlos 
Kinnayer of Brazil deserves 


much of the credit for her suc- 
cess. 

“Carlos has taught me to come 
to the net moire and to think more 
while Fm playing,” she said. “I 
had the strokes feat I didn’t have 
the confidence to come to net.” 

Sabatini felt she played “per- 
fect” tennis against Farina, which 
makes Kelea’s task a huge one. 

Kelesi, ranked no. 1 in Canada 
and the tournament’s 11th seed, 
was happy with her unproved 
play defeating Japan’s Kiimko 
■Date 6-4, 6-4 Tuesday after strug- 
gling M gaimcf aiMtatf Melanie 
Bernard Monday. 

“But I still don’t feel like I'm 
playing as well as I can,” she said. 

One player who definitely be- 
lieves she can stop Sabatini here 
is second-seed Manuela Maieeva- 
Fragniere of Switzerland, who 
beat Japan's Rika Hiraki 7-5, 6-0. 

Maleev a-Fragmere fought back 
from 4-5 in the find set to run 
away with the match, and had a 
wanting for Sabatini, who she 
would only meet in the final. 

“If I play my best tennis, I feel 
I can beat anyone.'* said 
Maleeva-Fragniere, who feces 
16th-seed Regina Rajchrtova of 
Czechoslovakia, who defeated 
Canada’s Renee Alter Simpson 
6-3. 6-3. It might sound a Strife 
stuck up, but on a good day I can' 
beat Graf, Seles and Gaby. 

Apart from Kelesi, the only 
surviving Canadian is Patricia Hy, 
who beat Austria’s Sandra Dop- 
fer 1-6, 6-0, 6-1. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN MAH HIRSCH 

tflfl T-'Sufw *■«* Inc 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*83 7QJ9S VAKQ876 *7 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 .• Pass 1 T Pass 
7 

What do you bid now? 

QJ2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*QJ ''.9832 '-AKQ876 +7 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 Pass 1 ? Pass 


What do you bid now? 

Q.3— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*Q84 TJ !KQ 4AKQJ1073 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 ♦ Pass 1 * Dbl 


What action da you take? 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

♦AK63 TK72 v«32 *964 

Toe bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 * Pass 1 * DU 
Pass 2 9 ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

#AK63 TK72 632 *964 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 
1 * Pass 1 * DU 
Pass 2 <7 Pass Pass 
3 * Pass 7 
What action do you take? 

Q.6—Ajs South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AKB3 TQ93 CAK762 *A 
Partner opens the bidding with a 
weak two-bid in hearts, showing at 
least a six-card suit and a hand 
weaker than opening bid strength. 
What do you bid now? 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY AUGUST 9, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
new Moon in Leo provides you 
with an opportunity to mend ail of 
your fences that may have become 
in need of repair and to get every- 
thing around you spic and move 
ahem) unhampered. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
day to refuse to be emotional 
about anything and to suppress 
that desire to fed you are being 
imposed upon and to focus attention to 
practical matters. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You now feel it is necessary that 
you do come to a better under- 
standing with usual allies bow to 
handle all of those daily routine 
matters. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
feel you need more money in order 
to gain the good will of those 
whose respect and confidence you 
quietly desire but must pay to get. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can best utilise this 
day to enjoy simple pleasures that 
are not a drag on your finances and 
don't commit youreelf to any soda] 
group. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
now have the ability to see just 
what others have in mind that is of 
a confidential nature and investi- 
gate with your family your best 
means for handling such. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is your time to find out 
what friends and interesting ac- 
quaintances win do to make your 
' like easier for yon so early this day 
so seek their viewpoints. 

LIBR A; (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever you would tike to do 
that does require that you show by 


common sense actions that you go 
along with an official in some 
material interests. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Some new interest downs 
on your horizons today and expect- 
ing for this you could some serious 
mistake that could bring you frus- 
trations. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Now you are able to 
think out quietly and in confidence 
some plan of a very secretive na- 
ture that you can put in effect early 
today. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A day to find out what 
friends and partners expect of you 
and to refuse to go off on any 
tangent for it coukl bring you loss 
of benefits. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your work day and the 
manner in which you do perform 
your tasks now determines 
whether one who is highly placed 
approves or not. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have die inspiration this, 
day to gain the results you wish 
that are highly personal and 
pleasant in their nature so take the 
day off and enjoy yourself. 

Today’s cfafld: If your child were 
bom today she or be possesses a 
sharp, dear and perceptive perso- 
nality and mental mindset that 
allows them to form alliances with 
unusual allies who will always go 
along with them when they see a ' 
more efficient plan that your prog- 
eny is usually able to produce from 
the current dnmitwo>' 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compef.” What you mpke of your 
life is largely up to you. 


jramAM TIMES. THUKSPAY-FMPAY, 


horoscope 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY AUGUST 8, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Take T 

time now to make certain you you be more wilting » 
don’t wrongly criticise a friend for bigwig. ' - ' 

if yon. don’t you will have to eat a LIBRA: (September 23 to Opooc r 
large portion of humble pie as the 22) You now have the nispiratioa 
Moot) opposes Saturn this evening. to gain your aspirations and yon eo 

ARIES: (March 21 to Apri!19) ^L^ 1 tf^teepanop«nun4 
This is certainly your moment to ^cstions. 

get in touch with usual associates foDow soinc suss***™*-, 

as well as dose partners to gain scORFKk (October 23 to Novetn- 

tfaeir good will by showing them ^ 21 ) Now you have a wry. 
yon wffl go along with their desires- instinct just what is best 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Whatever you want to do that 
ooocerns money and property ami 
the work required to make it effec- 
tive for sometime to come is alright 
now. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is your day . to actually meet with 
whomever you like to show them 
you are able to assist them as well 
as recreate with them at the right 
moment. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to’ 
July 21) You'can have many happy 
and delightful behind the scenes 
moments with your family or what- 
ever other dose companions you 
tike. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
friends are the centre of your 
activities now or they should be 
and unless you do let them see bow 
devoted you are can miss some big 
favour from them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Now you axe able to find the 
worldly outlet that can bring yon 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Opftfe* 
22) You now have die inspiration, 
to gain your aspirations and 

even farther than you had 

expected d you krep an open muKi 

and follow some suggestions. 

SCOTPKH (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Now you have a y“Y 
accurate instinct just what is best 
for you u do in order to gain the 
good will of those who can answer 
specific questions Tor you. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Yon how find that , 
partners are very much interested 
in what your friends have to say- 

about some pet project so ask them 

for their opinion. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your day to ger rfl- 
arignmea ts in bade of yo u so that 
yon soon are 'able to get to gether 
with allies to reach a new agree- 
ment with them. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever you hav e in maid 
that will bring you real happiness 

phis a sense of effectiveness at yout*' 
preferred project is fine for you 
n ow. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your family is in the midst of 
some interesting plan now that an 
expert is bringing them th* 
methods fend means by which' » 
increase everyone’s success. 


1 don’t need miracles, I wear my birth stone. 


Went* Rasoorsas- Dajam * Co, Inc. 
Jewelers- Gems 


- Amman- Rio Do Janeiro ' 
Airman- Anna Howl- Cth. aide. 


THE BETTER HALF By Barnes 



''For heaven's sake,- letV not-g^-itrib^dit - 

now! It's too hot tcxlose aB the.WthfoWsv*. . 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to ea ch sq uare, toform 
four ordinary words; • 



SCAMK 


CELEX 


SAHVNI 


ARQUEV 


Answer here: HE 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: DICED HAIRY UPHELD GAIETY 
Answer They nsvsr have lunerals in that town because 


nobody wants to be 

CAUGHT DEAD THERE 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading-world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
Qne U.S- dollar 


Oaeogpce of gold 


1.7090/7100 

1.147075 

1.7140/50 

1.9320/30 

1.4978/85 

35.29/33 

5.8250/8300 

1281/1282 

136.1070 

6.2175/25 

6.6900/50 

6.6385-/35 

355.90r356.40 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
US. dollars 


CB J move to raise ceiling 
on foreign currency accounts 

draws positive reaction 


By P.V. Virekanand 

Jordan Times Stuff Reporter 

AMMAN — A decision by the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) to 
raise the ceiling for foreign ex- 
change accounts of residents of 
Jordan was widely welcomed 
Wednesday by hankers and 
analysts who said (he move would 
boost confidence in the Jordanian 
economy and attract increased 
local deposits in foreign currency. 

Under the CBJ decision, 
announced late Tuesday, the ceil- 
ing on foreign currency accounts 
was raised to the equivalent of JD 
500,000 from JD 150.000. 

A CBJ statement said the deci- 
sion was adopted “in line with the 
positive changes that Jordan's 
foreign currency market witnes- 
sed during the past two years** 
and aimed at ‘’encouraging resi- 
dents to transfer their accounts 
(held abroad) to Jordanian 
banks." 

Banking officials and econom- 
ists noted that the CBJ decision 
will also help influence undecided 
expatriates who have returned 
home from Kuwait and other 
Gulf states with their life saving?. 

Economist analyst and former 
minister Jawad A! Anani said the 
CBJ was responding "to the de- 
mands of the market, where there 
has been pressure for raising the 
ceiling on foreign currency 
accounts." 

*i am confident (hat the raising 
of (he amount will lead to in- 
creased deposits in foreign ex- 
change with local banks,” Dr. 
Anani said. 

The ceiling was imposed in the 
first place, according to Dr. Ana- 
ni, since the CBJ apparently felt 
that the presence of high deposits 
in foreign currency with the pri- 
vate sector might give rise to a 
"false sense of security” of fore- 
ign exchange reserves regardless 
of die fact that the Kingdom’s 


monetray authorities had very 
little effective control over the 
funds, particularly that part of 
such deposits belonged to non- 
residents. 

"After all, these funds are 
volatile since the depositors could 
withdraw from their accounts 
any time they choose, leading to 
instability in the market if there 
was any dependence on them as 
foreign exchange reserves,” 
noted Dr. Anani. 

Fahed Fanek, another analyst, 
pointed out that "dollarisation" 
of private sector deposits would 
have deprived the Jordanian 
monetary authorities "certain fle- 
xibilities" while making adjust- 
ments in the economy. 

"1 believe that the raising of 
the ceiling is only .transitional, 
leading to a total lifting of any 
limit on foreign exchange 
accounts," Dr. Fanek said. 

Abdullah Maiki, bead of the 
Association of Banks in Jordan, 
also welcomed the CBJ move as 
"highly positive*' and said he give 
confidence to depositors to main- 
tain their money within the King- 
dom. 

"There are expatriates who 
have come back with their life- 
saving and the CBJ move should 
give them confidence to deposit 
their money in local banks.” Dr. 
Maiki said. 

Maher Waked, executive direc- 
tor of the Bank of Jordan, said 
the CBJ has responsed positively 
to the demand in the local bank- 
ing system for a higher ceding for 
foreign exchange. 

"The new ceiling JD 500,000 is 
quite adequate; in fact it is rather 
high," he said. "I hope that the 
CBJ move serves the purpose of 
attracting increased local deposits 
in foreign currency, away from 
the tendency of many to bank 
abroad." 

For the time befeg, the CBJ 
decision plug? in a gap in the 


banking system, "and further 
steps in this direction have de- 
finitely to await the impact of the 
move and depends on whether it 
brings in additional funds as 
hoped for,” Dr. Waked said. 

Another banker said that the 
CBJ move helps alleviate 
apprehension on the part of de- 
positors that their funds could be 
appropriated by the central bank 
any time it chooses. 

"There was little ground for 
such fear, but the fact remained 
that die fear would not just go 
away,” said the banker, who pre- 
ferred anonymity, “Now that the 
ceiling has been raised by more 
than double, there should be a 
positive impact on diminishing 
such fears and increasing confi- 
dence in the Jordanian eco- 
nomy," be added. 

The banker also noted that 
many depositors used to easily 
skin the JD 150,000 ceiling by 
opening accounts under the 
names of different members of 
the family. 

The central bank holds 33 per 
cent of all foreign currency de- 
posits with commercial banks 
under a mandatory regulation. 
They total of such mandatory as 
well as voluntary deposits with 
the CBJ by commercial banks 
stood at the equivalent of JD 730 
million at the end of July. 

The total of foreign currency 
accounts with Jordanian banks 
stood at the equivalent of JD 900 
million at the end of July. 

Dr. Fanek said the lifting of the 
ceiling warrants action by banks 
“to find ways to invest part of the 
idle foreign exchange deposits 
through lending it to foreign ex- 
change earners within Jordan." 

“The only option right now for 
the banks is to keep the foreign 
exchange idle in London,” he 
said. “But there are exporters in 
Jordan who can afford to borrow 
in dollars and return in dollars,” 
he noted. 


Wait and see . . . meanwhile , speculate 

Investors take cautious 
approach in trading at 


Amman Financial Market 


AVE RAC E VOLU M E: MILLION JD 



U.S. cuts interest rates 


NEW YORK (R) — The U.S. 
Federal Reserve (Fed) cut in- 
terest rales by a quarter point 
Tuesday in a bid jo ensure an 
economic recovery after more 
than a year of recession. 

Economists said tbe Fed — the 
U.S. central bank — achieved the 
cut by pumping money into the 
banking system, causing the key 
federal funds rate to fall to 5.50 
per cent from 5.75 per cent. 

The Fed funds rate is the 


amount banks charge one 
another for ovemighi loans and 
influences rates on everything 
from home mortgages to personal 
loans. 

"It's justified on almost any 
grounds — weak economy, weak 
money growth and slower infla- 
tion," said Stephan Slifer of Leh- 
man Govemmnct Securities Inc. 

The Fed has cut the federal 
fends rates 10 times since the 
recession began in July 1990, 


shaving a total of 2.75 percentage 
points off the key lending rate. 

Economists said the rate W 2 S 
now at its lowest since mid-1977, 
when it averaged 5.40 per cent. 

The Fed has also cm the dis- 
count rate — the amount it 
charges banks for short-term 
loans — from 7.0 per cent to 5.5 
per cent between last December 
and this May. But it left the 
discount rate unchanged Tues- 
day. 


Ibrahim 

By Robin Agarwai 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Until political and 
economic certainty returns to Jor- 
dan. investors are likely to take a 
wait-and-see attitude towards fu- 
ture investment, according to 
Ibrahim Bilbeisi, acting general 
manager for the Amman Finan- 
cial Market. 

“Investors have the money, 
there's no question about that. 
But everyone's afraid to invest in 
the market because they don’t 
know what's going on political- 
ly," he said. "Because of the 
political situation in the near fu- 
ture. that money is going to just 
sit there in the banks." 

Although the closing price in- 
dex has remained fairly constant 
at about 134 points since April, 
average volume has dropped in 
recent months. Monthly average 
volume for July was just JD 23 
million, down from JD 26 million 
in June and JD 45 million in May. 

Investors initially responded 
| enthusiastically to the cessation 
j of hostilities in the Gulf in Febru- 
| ary. The industrial sector was 
, especially strong as investors ex- 
I pected increased trade with Iraq. 

* This combined for a run on the 
market that brought average 
volume as high as JD 45 million in 
May. 

Speculation was the main driv- 
er behind the May peak, accord- 
ing to Mr. Bilbeisi. "Investors 
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Morocco raises tobacco, soft drink prices 


RABAT (R) — Prices of tobacco 
and cigarettes have been raised 
by between seven and 14 per cent 
by the Moroccan tobacco mono- 
ploy Regie des Tabacs, retailers 
said Wednesday. 

Popular American brands have 
been raised to 20.50 dirhams 
(S2.27) for a packet of 20 from 


17.50 dirhams (SI. 94). 

Government-controlled prices 
of soft drinks have also been 
raised by 10 per cent, the local 
press reported. 

In another area France and 
Morocco have signed agreements 
for the transit of Algerian natural 
gas by pipeline across Morocco 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Futures-linked buying raised the Nikkei average 
226.06 points to 23,691.02. Volume remained low. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended a moderately active session 
firmer. A higher close for the U.S. Dow Jones index, a firmer 
finish in Tokyo and higher German federal bonds triggered 
small-scale buying orders from abroad. The DAX index dosed up 
39.53 at 1,631.43. 

ZURICH — Shares ended a moderately active session slightly 
firmer as longer U.S. interest rates helped sentiment. Tbe 
All-Share SPI index rose 3.7 to 1,120.7. 

PARIS — Easier U.S. credit shook the market out of its 
month-long torpor and spurred it to its highest dose in almost 
seven weeks. Tbe CAC-40 index ended at 1.782.44, up 22.91. 
LONDON — Prices finished near their day’s highs, supported by 
strength on Wal l Str eet, but dealers said the rise lacked real 
conviction. The FTSE 100 index closed up 24.1 at 2^97.4. 
NEW YORK — Blue Chips slipped in early afternoon trading as 
the market continued to consolidate Tuesday’s strong gains. Tbe 
Dow was down three at 3,024. 
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and Spain to France, officials 
said. 

The French state company Gaz 
de France (GDF) signed the 
agreements, described as formal 
framework accords, with the 
Moroccan engery and mines 
ministry and the state petroleum 
distribution company Societe 
Nationale des Produits Petroliers 
(SNPP). 

Similar accords were signed in 
Madrid at tbe end of April with 
the Spanish energy ministry and 
gas enterprise Enagas. 

The Algerian petroleum com- 
pany Sonatrach, Enagas, SNPP, 
GDF, the Portuguese company 
GDP and Rhurgas of Germany 
are partners in Omegaz. a com- 
pany set up last December to 
make preliminary engineering 
studies and decide tbe route of 
the pipeline. 


here act according to their emo- 
tions, and they don’t use analysis. 
They tend to overreact to the 
market. But in February, the 
Gulf crisis ended and some stocks 
had lost as much as 35 per cent of 
their value. People saw that there 
were bargains to be had.” 

Of the 110 companies listed on 
the Amman Financial Market, 52 
distributed at least some di- 
vidends in late April and early 
May. Some companies, such as 
Arab Chemical Industries, 
offered dividends as high as 100 
per cent. 

Mr. Bilbeisi also credited an 
increase in confidence in the in- 
dustrial sector for some of the 
Februaiy-May buying. 

During the crisis, officially 
mandated limitations curbed 
price falls to two per cent of a 
share’s starting price per day. 
“Investors were screaming about 
flaoting the prices, but we said 
no,” Mr. Bilbeisi said. “Instead, 
we had nice smooth change. Be- 
cause of this two per cent price 
limitation, people weren't jump- 
ing out windows.” 

Nonetheless, the market went 
into its restrained equivalent of a 
nose dive during the war. Be- 


tween August 1990 and February 
1991, the average volume of trad- 
ing plummeted to just JD 5.2 5 
million per month, falling from 2 
peak of JD 6-t million per month 
ir. January 1990. 

“If the Gulf war hadn’t hap- 
pened. we’d nave had an annual 
trading volume of half a billion 
dinars for 1990,“ Mr. Bilbeisi 
said. 

Listings of new companies have 
not picked up eirher. Although 
about 45 new companies were 
listed on the exchange in the first 
eight months of 1990, not a single 
one has joined this year. 

However, Mr. Bilbeisi added 
chat five already-listed companies 
have increased their capital by 
floating shares, both publically 
and privately. Whether this move 
is an indication of confidence and 
expansions or an indication of 
financial difficultries remains to 
be seen. 

One sector that continues to be 
undervalued in the post-crisis cli- 
mate is services, according to Mr. 
Bilbeisi. “Hotels are full and pro- 
fits are up. Insurance and trans- 
port will follow. Sooner or later 
the service sector in Jordan is 
'going to boom.’* 


Study finds unemployment highest 
among Australia’s immigrants 


SYDNEY (R) — Unemployment 
rates among recent immigrants to 
Australia are more than double 
that for other Australians, 
according to a government study. 

Lebanese and Vietnamese who 
have arrived in Australia in the 
past decade face unemployment 
rates of 23 per cent and 19 per 
cent respectively. The jobless 
rate in the Australian population 
generally was 9.8 per cent in 


WE ARE HIRING NOW!! 


For the pas! two decades, we have 
been hiring and training people 
tram ail over the world We are 
ottering a unique opportunity of 
ON-THE-JOB Training program 
Don*! waste your time, send your 
resume today. 

Director o? Manpower and Training 
Worldwide Canadian Ma wgemeni 
Consultants Inc P. 0 Bex 639. 
Pickering Canada UV 373 


DELUXE FURNISHED SEMI VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms each overlooking a balcony, 
dining room, salon, spacious kitchen, 3 bathrooms. With 
modem furniture. 

Location: Shmeisani 

For more Information call tel.: 697544 


m 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
THE BRITISH CURRICULUM SCHOOL IN 
AMMAN 

We take children between the ages of 4-1 1 years and are 
the only school in Amman to offer the full British 
curriculum, adapting It to the needs of the International 
Community. Our language of instruction is English, with 
specialist support for non-English speakers. French and 
Arabic languages also offered 

All our staff are U.K. qualified. The school provides a 
pleasant, stimulating environment and care is taken to 
meet the needs of each individual child. 

Registrations are now being taken for the Autumn term 
every Monday morning between 9 a m. and 12 noon 
throughout July and August. 

Address: P.O. Box 2002, 

Khiida, Amman 
Telephone: 841070 


June. 

“Among the recently arrived 
groups, there are systematic 
biases operating against them 
that are not observed among the 
immigrant workforce as a 
whole," Professor Ian McAllister 
of the University of New South 
Wales said in a report commis- 
sioned by die Bureau of Immigra- 
tion Research. 

Being in an older age group 
and lack of proficiency in English 
were the major factors counting 


against the Lebanese. 

Among Vietnamese the major 
obstacles were age and lack of 
qualifications. In both groups, 
jobless rates were higher for 
women than for men. tire study 
said. 

The study found that the longer 
immigrants stayed in Australia, 
the lower their unemployment 
rates were. “As immigrants inte- 
grate into Australian society... 
their birthplace becomes less im- 
portant.” said the study. 


HOUSEKEEPERS NEEDED 

First class hotel looking for experienced housekeep- 
ers to start immediately. 

ftiterested parties should call 611965 or 
630778 to inquire. 


[UNBEATABLE OFFER 

Stay at The 

Al Cazar Hotel 

for 3 nights but only pay for 2 nights 
Scuba experience free of charge 
Contact us for more details 

Tel: 03 314131/2, Fax: 03 314133, Tlx: 62242 


AQABA RAILWAY CORPORATION: INVITATION FOR BIDS 
TENDER NO. 5/91 

1. The Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has 
received a loan from the World Bank in various currencies 
towards the cost of multi mode transport project and it is 
intended that part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to 
eligible payments under the contract for supply of permanent 
way materials for track renewals. 

2. Aqaba Railway Corporation now invites sealed bids from 
eligible bidders for the supply of rails, sleepers, fastenings and 
other permanent way materials. The materials are required for 
carrying .out complete track renewal for 10.4 kilometres of track 
between 0-Hasa and Ma‘an in Jordan. 

3. interested eligible bidders from member countries of the 
World Bank Switzerland and Taiwan. China, may obtain further 
information from the office of Aqaba Railway Corporation P O 
Box 50. Ma'an. Jordan (Telex No. 64003ARC JO). 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by 
any interested eligible bidder on the submission of a written 
application to the above address and upon payment of a 
non-re fundable tee of JD 160. 

5. All bids must be accompanied by a bid security of 5 per cent 
in accordance with clause 15. page 10 of the instructions to 
bidders and must be delivered to the Aqaba Railway Corpora- 
tion on or before 1200 hours (local time) an 15 October 1991 . 

Aqaba Railway Corporation 
Director General 

■ H.M. Kristian 


■ . • • . -Vr* - ■ ■ _y. 

























































World News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-TOP AY, AUGUST 8-9^ 1991 



Attacks breach Croatian truce 


BELGRADE (R) — A ceasefire 
intended to stop Yugoslavia’s 
worst ethnic violence since World 
War n began in the breakaway 
Republic of Croatia Wednesday 
but was quickly breached by mor- 
tar and sniper fire. 

Croatian police, who blamed 
Serbian guerrillas, said there 
were no casualties in half a dozen 
incidents after the 6 a.m. (0400 
GMT) deadline and that fire was 
not returned. 

Bat Deputy Interior Minister 
Milan Brezak warned at a news 
conference: “I cannot guarantee 
that we will not return fire ... We 
cannot let terrorists continue kill- 
ing innocent people in contraven- 
tion of the (ceasefire) decision.” 

Yugoslavia's collective pres- 
idency, which declared the cease- 
fire Tuesday evening, also 
ordered Croatian security forces 
and Serbian guerrillas to poll out 
of range of each other by 6 p.m. 
(1600 GMT) Wednesday. 

The presidency is trying to halt 
a conflict which has churned an 
estimated 300 lives since Croatia 
and Slovenia declared their inde- 
pendence from Yugoslavia on 
June 25, threatening the Balkan 
federation with disintegration. 

Scores of people have died 
over the last two weeks in steadily 
worsening dashes between Croa- 
tian forces and Serbian guerrillas 
opposed to the rebel republic’s 
independence. 

Croatia’s 4.5 million popula- 
tion includes a strongly national- 
ist minority of 600,000 Serbs. 

Croatian police said the worst 
incidents after the ceasefire was 
supposed to have taken hold 


occurred near Kariovac south of 
the Croatian capital Zagreb. 

Kariovac is close to the Krajina 
enclave which Serbian guerrillas 
seized last August and have used 
as a springboard for attacks to 
expand their control over Serbian 
territory. 

Mr. Brezak said more than 100 
mortars were lobbed into the 
village of Soborska, damaging the 
local church and destroying 
several houses. 

The bombardment coincided 
with the start of the ceasefire and 
lasted for four hours. 

“This number of mortars was 
not intended to hit just the police 
station but also civilian and other 
buildings," Mr. Brezak said. 

Police did not know if units of 
the Serbian-led federal army, ac- 
cused by Croatia of helping the 
guerrillas, joined in the attack, he 
added. 

Incidents were also reported in 
eastern Croatia on the border 
with Serbia and in villages south- 
east of Zagreb which Croatia 
warned were under threat of a 
major guerrilla assault before the 
cease foe was negotiated. 

The army accused Croatian 
police of launching attacks on it 
in eastern Croatia during the 
night but said its forces suffered 
no casualties. 

Diplomats said the durability 
of the ceasefire depended on the 
discipline of the highly-motivated 
guerrilla forces who have inflicted 
heavy losses on the Croatian 
police and National Guard. 

Federal presidency members 
travelled to Krajina and to east- 
ern Croatia to talk directly with 


guerrilla commanders and gain 
their consent to a halt in the 
fighting. 

Mr. Brezak indicated that 
Croatia was angered by the 
breaches of the agreement and 
added: “We intended to do ev- 
erything required of us under the 
ceasefire but we are not going to 
negotiate with representatives of 
terrorist groups or fictional poli- 
tical formations.” 

He was speaking about the 
autonomous government Serbs 
have set up in Krajina, a moun- 
tainous region between the 
Adriatic Sea and Zagreb where 
Croatian security forces do not 
venture. 

Croatia expected the presiden- 
cy to ensure that its police were 
allowed to resume control of 
areas such as Krajina where they 
have been ousted, he added. 

U.K. calls for maximum press- 
ure on Belgrade 

Meanwhile Britain urged the 
world community Wednesday to 
exert maximum pressure on 
Yugoslavia to achieve a ceasefire 
and get peace talks started but 
reiterated its dislike of the idea of 
a European peacekeeping force. 

Foreign Office Minister Doug- 
las Hogg also said in answer to a 
question on British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) radio that he 
did not think a Soviet warning 
against sending troops to Yugos- 
lavia threatened a return of his- 
tory. 

Big power involvement in Ser- 
bia began World War II in the 
summer of 1914. The Soviet Un- 
ion Tuesday warned that military 


involvement in Yugoslavia would 
lead to a conflict embracing all of 
Europe. 

Soviet leaders “dearly do have 
very serious inhibitions about the 
deployment of military forces, 
Mr. Hogg said. “And so do we.' 

“I don't think we win have a 
rerun of history but we could 
have a tragedy," Mr. Hogg said. 

“Our purpose is to get the 
republics within Yugoslavia to 
agree to a ceasefire. Unless they 
do that we can’t cany the matter 
further forward. We are in the 
bus ness of maximising the press- 
ure on the republics." 

Mr. Hogg said there might be 
scope for some kind of force to 
police an agreed peace, but not to 
impose one. 

And even in that case “we have 
a preference for civilian monitor- 
ing teams,” he said. 

In London, British-based di- 
plomats of countries in the West- 
ern European Union (WEU), a 
defence organisation consisting of 
nine of the 12 European Com- 
munity (EC) countries, met to 
discuss the crisis in Yugoslavia. 

British officials said the talks, 
set up by an EC meeting in the 
Hague Tuesday, would discuss 
ways to safeguard any ceasefire 
that may be implemented in 
Yugoslavia. 

Britain was represented by 
Senior Foreign Office defence 
expert John Goulden, while other 
countries sent ambassadors, or 
their deputies, based in LondoA. 

WEU members are France, 
Germany. Italy, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Spain, 
Portugal and Britain. 


Russian Communists 
choose new party boss 


MOSCOW (AP) — As fractures 
deepened in the Communist Par- 
ty, a political unknown was 
chosen to lead the huge, hardline 
Russian Communist Party, and 
the national party outlawed an 
upstart pro-democracy faction. 

“Call this information sensa- 
tional,” the reformist newspaper 
Moskovsky Komsomolets said 
Wednesday, referring to Tues- 
day’s resignation of Russian 
Communist Party leader Ivan 
Polozkov. 

Replacing Russian Communist 
Party leader Ivan Polozkov, who 
resigned Tuesday, was Valentin 
Kuptsov, a longtime party appar- 
atchik who was placed in charge 
of relations with other political 
parties after they were legalised 
last year. 

Mr. Kuptsov. 53, is virtually 
unknown outside the party, but 
the Soviet News Agency TASS 
said his rise to the party's top 
echelons was promoted by Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev. He 
holds one of the 100 seats in the 
National Supreme Soviet legisla- 
ture reserved for party appoin- 
tees. 

Also Tuesday, the faltering 
national party expelled the leader 
of the pro-democracy group, 
Russian Republic Vice President 
Alexander Rutskoi. 

National party membership has 
fallen to 15 million, a drop of 4.2 
million members in the last 18 
months. The Russian Republic's 
membership is roughly half the 
national membership. 

The Democratic Party of Rus- 
sian Communists, expelled Tues- 
day, claims to represent another 5 
million potential defectors from 
the party. 

The pro-democracy group de- 
cided Iasi weekend to found a 
“party within the party" and try 
to gain recognition as the sole 
Russian branch of the national 
Communist Party. 

But the national party’s secre- 
tariat said in a statement Tuesday 
the formation of the Democrats' 
faction was “unlawful’’ and that 
its real aim was to split the 
Communist Party. 

TASS commentator Lyudmila 
Alexandrova said the decision to 
replace Polozkov with a political 
unknown gives the Russian party 
an opportunity to discard its im- 
age as a bastion of hardline, 
orthodox Communists. 

“It is perfectly obvious that the 


change of the Russian Commun- 
ist Party leader signified an 
attempt to bolster its weakening 
position and remove the label of a 
conservative organisation that 
has firmly clung to it." she wrote. 

Mr. Polozkov was widely 
blamed for the party's humiliat- 
ing defeat in the first popular 
election for Russian president. 
Reformer Boris Yeltsin, who tore 
up his party membership card last 
summer, captured 57 per cent of 
the votes to easily defeat five 
other candidates. 

Meanwhile three more repub- 
lics have agreed to sign the new 
union treaty, bringing the total of 
five of the 15 republics currently 
constituting the Soviet Union. 

Uzbekistan anil join Russia and 
Kazakhstan in signing the treaty 
on Aug. 20 in the ornate St. 
George’s Hal! m the Kremlin, 
presidential spokesman Vitaly 
Ignatenko said Tuesday. 

Byelorussian and Tadzhikistan 
will sign on Sept. 5, Mr. 
Ignatenko said. 

The five include about 200 mil- 
lion of the Soviet Union’s 289 
million people. 

The union treaty is the found- 
ing document of foe Soviet Un- 
ion. The new one. which transfers 
much power from the central 
government to the republics, has 
been hammered out in difficult 
negotiations with nine of the 15 
republics. Six are seeking inde- 
pendence and refuse to sign the 
new treaty. 

Acceptance of the treaty is 
critical to President Gorbachev’s 
attempts to keep the Soviet Un- 
ion together. Government has 
been paralysed by disagreements 
between Mr. Gorbachev and the 
republics. 

The Ukraine, with 52 million 
people, is foe key holdout. Its 
president accepted the draft un- 
ion treaty but its parliament re- 
jected it, saying it continued foe 
Soviet Union as a single country 
instead of transforming it into a 
European Community-style con- 
federation of separate, sovereign 
states. 

Kirgizia, Turkmenia and Azer- 
baijan have not yet said when 
they will sign the treaty. 

Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, 
Georgia, Moldavia and Armenia 
have refused to sign foe union 
treaty. However, Armenia's pres- 
ident sat in at the final negotia- 
tions as an observer. 


Germans toast Brandenburg 
Gate with beer and Mozart 


BERLIN (R) — Germany lashed 
out with beer, fireworks and a 
Mozan symphony concert to 
celebrate the 200th birthday of 
the Brandenburg Gate, symbol of 
national unity and reminder of a 
arid war that once divided the 
country. 

Tens of thousands gathered in 
good humoured mood Tuesday 
for a gala evening which gave no 
hint of the gate's role in the 
nation’s violent history. 

The Brandenburg Gate was foe 
staging ground for huge military 
parades and nationalist pageantry 
during the imperial and Nazi 
eras. World War Q brought de- 
feat and division. 

“Today it’s a symbol of the 
newly-won freedom of the Ger- 
mans,” said Berlin Mayor 
Eberhard Diepgen. 

A neo-classical arch built in 
1791, the gate was symbolised at 


different tiems Prussian might, 
onited German empire, Nazi 
aggression, Germany’s cold war* 
division along the Berlin Wall 
and finally its peaceful reunifica- 
tion. 

It was the scene of wild jubila- 
tion in 1989 when Berliners were 
reunited after foe wall came* 
down but the gate's second 
centenary ceiebe ration was a 
more sober affair. 

Germany may be united but- 
foe divisions between east and 
west have grown in some cases as 
unemployment soars with the col- 
lapse of foe old Communist eco- 
nomy. 

The evening’s easygoing 
atmosphere bid the latest con- 
troversy over efforts to rerive 
national traditions which some 
fear coold evoke foreign 
stereotypes and scepticism about 
Germany. 


Mugabe warns Africa 
against war, disintegration 


HARARE (R) — Zimbabwe’s 
President Robert Mngabe 
warned African countries 
Wednesday that if they did not 
solve their economic and political 
problems, they risked more 'aril 
wars, bloodshed and disintegra- 
tion. 

“If we do not act decisively and 
urgently, surely, foe present eco- 
nomic problems, ethnic strife and 
divisive nationalisms will even- 
tually lead our countries to anar- 
chy, bloodshed, civil wars and 
bickering over territories,” said 
Mr. Mugabe, opening a two-day 
conference in Harare of 20 Afri- 
can Socialist and Democratic par- 
ties. 

He said African leaders should 


quickly address the increasing de- 
mand for greater democracy by 
their peoples, saying that inaction 
and slow performance would 
undermine peace and stability. 

“Onr people want genuine 
democracy — a system in which 
they can freely and regularly 
make and unmake leaders, 
empower or remove them from 
office. They want a leadership 
responsive and committed to 
their needs,” be said. 

Senegalese President Abdou 
Diouf, who chairs the Organisa- 
tion of the Inter-African Socialist 
and Democratic Parties, told the 
meeting: “Democracy is a world 
phenomenon which we will 
ignore at our own peril.” 


Bangladesh switches to 
parliamentary system 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh has 
returned formally to parliamen- 
tary democracy, ending nearly 16 
years of presidential rule and 
military dictatorship. 

Cheers and applause swept the 
330-member parliament when 
Deputy Speaker Sheikh Razzak 
Ali announced that the constitu- 
tion (12th amendment) act had 
been adopted. 

It was passed by 307 votes to 
□one. Thirteen members were 
absent and 10 by-elections are 
pending. 

The bill was introduced in par- 
liament by Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia on July 2 in response 
to demands by most members of 
the bouse. 

“A new chapter has begun. We 
have now banished autocracy for 
ever. The journey to democracy 
now starts,” Sheikh Hasina, chief 
of the opposition A warn i League 
and Khaleda’s arch-rival, said 
amid constant table-thumping by 


MPs after Ali announced foe 
result of foe vote. 

The ruling Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP), the 
Awami League and the 28 mem- 
bers of the Jatiya Party of the 
deposed President Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad all backed 
the bill. 

“We are voting for it because 
we don’t want to be away from 
foe mainstream on this great 
occasion.” said former Vice- 
President Moudood Ahmad, 
acting leader of the Jatiya par- 
liamentary party. 

The bill amends foe constitu- 
tion so that the prime minister is 
foe country's executive head 
rather than foe president. 

It stipulates that the president 
as head of state shall act on foe 
advice of the prime minister who 
will be elected by members of 
parliament and will run the gov- 
ernment with the help of a 
cabinet. 


U.S. will quit Philippines if 
bases pact rejected --Cheney 


WASHINGTON (R) — Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney said Tues- 
day the U.S. military “would 
pack up and go elsewhere" if foe 
Philippine Senate rejects a new 
agreement on military bases. 

Mr. Cheney, in an interview 
with Reuters, said he would pre- 
fer am to leave foe Subic Bay 
Naval Station but added the Un- 
ited States would not reopen 
negotiations completed last 
month. 

“I think if the Philippine Sen- 
ate corns it down, I think that’s 
it,” Mr. Cheney said. “It’s a good 
package... it clearly is in the 
interest of both governments to 
conclude the agreement, and it 
ought to be concluded. 

“But we don't have any in- 
terest in going back and reopen- 
ing negotiations,” be said. 

Hh remarks, which seemed 
meant as a signal to Philippine 
officials, followed closely similar 
remarks issued by the U.S. 
embassy in Manila. The lease on 
Clark Air Base and Subic, the 
largest U.S. military bases in 
Asia, expires on Sept 16. 

The new agreement allows the 
United States to keep Subic for at 
least 10 years and give up Clark 
Air Base, extensively damaged in 
the volcanic eruption of Mount 
Pinatobo. 

The package includes yearly 
security assistance of S200 mil- 
lion in cash, plus other benefits 
such as surplus military equip- 
ment and food aid which Manila 


says would bring foe total *omore 
than $800 million annually. 

The 23-member Philippine 
Senate must approve the agree- 
ment but a majority of members 
have already said they null reject 
it because Washington has not 
offered enough. The Senate is 
waiting for the final draft before a 
formal vote. 

“We hope it would be 
approved, if for some reason it’s 
not, then, of course, we would 
pack up and go elsewhere,” Mr. 
Cheney said. “We’d have to 
make other arrangements.” 

Mr. Cheney said the United 
States and Soviet Union were far 
from being ready to fight side-by- 
side although military ties be- 
tween them were as good as they 
have been since World War CL 

Mr. Cheney also said he be- 
lieved foe two countries would 
focus in the near future on im- 
plementing recent treaties on 
c onve ntional forces in Europe 
(CFE) and long-range nudear 
weapons rather than negotiate 
new arms agreements. 

“The military-to-mflitary rela- 
tionship is probably as good now 
as it's been since foe end of 
World War n, in the sense that 
there are a lot of exchanges, 
return visits," Mr. Cheney said. 

“I think we have a better 
understanding of their military 
problems and requirements. I 
think they have a better under- 
standing of ours. I think that it’s 
part of the overall improvement 



Dick Cheney 

in relations,” he said. 

Mr. Cheney acknowledged 
Soviet cooperation with the U.S.- 
led coalition in the Gulf war, but 
said foe two countries have “got a 
long way to go" before they are 
ready to fight along side each 
other in a mutual conflict. 

“It might be more likely that 
you'd get U.S. and Soviet person- 
nel participating under some in- 
ternational auspice. . . that kind of 
thing would seem to be more 
likely than actual cooperation in 
terms of the forces fighting side 
by side,” he said. 

Mr . Cheney bailed foe new 
CFE and strategic arms reduction 
treaties, which still must be 
approved by the Senate, as 
“probably foe two most signifi- 
cant arms-control agreements in 
modern times.” 


Explosion 
reported on 
North Sea 
platform 

LONDON (R) — An explosion 
rocked a North Sea Oil platform 
Wednesday and the operators 
prepared to evacnate some 
workers as rescue services stood 
by, industry sources said. 

The operators of the Fulmar 
Platform, Shell Expro, said only 
that there had been “an ind 
dent." 

Production was shut down. 
Personnel were being mustered 
and all had been accounted for, 
foe company said. 

“Production was shut down at 
the time, a muster is underway on 
foe platform and all personnel 
have been accounted for. Prepa- 
rations are underway to down- 
man non-essential personnel as a 
routine precautionary measure,” 
Shell Expro said. 

Police said first reports sug- 
gested three people bad been 
injured in the incident which 
occurred about 200 nautical miles 
off the east coast of Scotland. 

A spokesman for the coast- 
guards said nine helicopters and a 
Royal Air Force maritime recon- 
naissance aircraft were being 
used in the operation to evacuate 
the men. 

“It's all going very smoothly at 
foe moment,” said foe spokes- 
man. “The weather is nor 
hampering things and the forecast 
is for improved conditions,'' be 
said. 

Scottish police confirmed that 
all 120 men aboard foe rig bad 
been accounted for. 

The three injured had been 
flown to hospital bn the mainland 
and were being treated in hospital 
for injuries which were not 
thought to be serious. 

Shell Expro is a 50-50 joint 
venture • 


Philippine army rebels 
threaten another coup bid 


MANILA (Agencies) — Rebel 
soldiers who have foiled several 
times to overthrow Philippine 
President Corazon Aquino 
threatened Wednesday to launch 
another coup attempt. 

“For the last time, we urge 
Mrs. Aquino to immediately 
show a direction ... to save our 
beloved country and people.” a 
statement issued by the Reform 
the Armed Forces Movement 
(RAM) said. 

It said that since its last foiled 
coup attempt in December 1989, 
In which 113 people were killed, 
it has honoured its “unilateral 
declaration not to move against 
foe Aquino government.” 

“Unfortunately, foe political, 
social, and economic situation 
has turned from bad to worse and 
reaching a point of irreversibility 
because of insensitivity, greed, 
graft and corruption, foe break- 
down of law and order, discipline 
and morality, and the lack of 
professionalism in the military, 
police and the civilian bureaucra- 
cy," it said. 

The statement was sent to news 
organisations. 

Mrs. Aquino has survived six 
coup attempts in her five and a 
half years in office. 

Rebel soldiers have vowed to 
oust her before her term expires 
in June 1992 but she has dismis- 
sed foe threat, saying they were a 
spent force. 

“The rightwing forces have 
grown weak and they have no 
more capability to renew their 
previous strength,” Defence 
Secretary Renato de Villa said m 
a radio interview Tuesday. 

The country’s most wanted re- 
bel officer, cashiered Colonel 
Gregorio “Gringo" Honasan, is 
still at large. 

Col. Honasan, with a five mil- 
lion peso ($178,570) reward on 
his bead, is believed to have led 
three of foe six coup -attempts 


against Mrs. Aquino. 

Meanwhile Amnesty Interna- 
tional urged Philippines senators 
to vote against a bill that would 
reintroduce foe death penalty for 
some drug-related offences. 

In an open letter to legislators 
.foe London-based human rights 
group said: “Amnesty Interna- 
tional appeals to all senators to 
vote against the proposed amend- 
ment to foe dangerous drugs bill 
reintroducing foe death penalty.” 

Amnesty said it shared the 
government's distaste for drug- 
related crime and recognised the 
need for effective solutions to 
such law-breaking. 

But it added: “We would hke 
to emphasise that existing evi- 
dence indicates the death penalty 
is not an effective deterrent to 
drug trafficking and related off- 
ences." 

In another development. Presi- 
dent Aquino refused to accept 
the resignations of two members 
of a commission trying to recover 
the late President Ferdinand 
Marcos’ wealth, her executive 
secretary said Wednesday. 

Executive Secretary Franklin 
Drikm said Mrs. Aquino had 
“expressed her confidence” in 
commissioners An Defensor and 
Mario Jalandoni, who submitted 
their resignations Tuesday from 
foe Presidential Commission On 
Good Government. 

The two had tried to resign 
amid continuing difficulties in 
gening the allegedly stolen bil- 
lions, some of it stashed in Swiss 
bank accounts. 

The commission has been ac- 
cused of incompetence and mis- 
management almost since it was 
created in 1986 to track down and 
recover Mrs. Marcos' hidden 
wealth. It is now headed by its 
fourth chairman, and at least 
seven commission investigators 
have been jailed for allegedly 
pocketing money since 1987. 


Sri Lanka camp commander recalls surgery by radio 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas, some of them 14-year- 
old girls, once almost overran a 
Sri Lankan army camp during a 
lengthy siege, the camp comman- 
der said, recalling bow a medic 
performed amputations by radio 
and food and ammunition ran 
low. 

Major Sanath Karunaratne, 
speaking in an interview Wednes- 
day, praised his 800 troops for 
withstanding the 24-day siege that 
ended when a relief column final- 
ly fought its way through to 
Elephant Pass camp Saturday, * 
“If anything is to be written 
about the soldiers... it was cour- 
age and heroism that stood out. If 
not for this... we could not have 
survived.” 

It took the 8,000 reinforce- 
ments 21 days to reach the camp 
along a nine-kilometre route pep- 
pered with mines. 

Military estimates put the 
death toll at 2,200 rebels and 
about 155 soldiers with more than 
600 soldiers wounded. It was not 
possible to obtain rebel estimates 
or accounts of the fighting. 

The battle for Elephant Pass, a 
causeway linking the northern 
Jaffna rebel heartland with the 
rest of foe Indian Ocean island, 
was the biggest in the eight-year- 
old Tamil guerrilla war for an 
independent homeland. 

Maj. Karunarante said one 
officer and 26 soldiers died in the 


camp and were cremated inside 
until foil military honours. 

Looking tired — “I once fell 
asleep while talking in the radio” 
— Maj. Karunaratne said the 
Liberatio n Tig ers of the Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) started attacking 
foe camp early on July 10. 

“The first signal came from a 
forward bunker position,” he 
said. “Valmala... Valmala,” 
shouted an officer through the 
radio, giving the codeword — the 
name of a flower — for the 
expected rebel attack. 

“Believe me, it was like the 
Gulf war. The Tigers kept firing a 
barrage of SO-kilogramme mortar 
bombs at 30-second intervals. 
The skies were filled with smoke 
and rumbling.” 

Troops replied with rocket- 
propelled grenades and mortars. 
“Both sides were probably off 
target because it was pitch dark 
and the camp Hghts were off,” 
said Maj. Karunaratne. 

"My second-in-command. Ma- 
jor Lalifo Buddhadasa, talking on 
a radio set from a forward bunk- 
er. was hit by a mortar and was 
seriously wounded. Another 
radio officer there was killed." 

Maj. Karunaratne called a 
nearby military base for behcop-. 
ter support. But as a helicopter 
□eared the camp, the Tigers 
opened up with five hidden heavy 

madhmeguns. 

• “It was incredible that the heli- 


copter was not hit,” the major 
said. It tried three times to land 
but failed. 

Maj. Buddhadasa died a few 
hours later. 

For three days, foe Tigers 
pounded the camp with home- 
made bombs and rockets fired 
from about 400 metres away. 

“I have never seen as many 
mortars before. They may have 
fired about 800 to 1,000 mortar 
bombs in the whole battle." 

On day two of the battle, a 
rebel armour-plated bulldozer 
smashed through the camp's first 
defence tine. Soldiers were with- 
drawn because bunkers had been 
destroyed. 

“The next day, a second bull- 
dozer broke through the second 
defence tine but one brave soldier 
climbed up from behind and lob- 
bed a grenade killing foe driver 
Distantly. The vehicle careered 
out of control into the ditch." 

The soldier died under rebel 
fire. An earlier report had said 
the soldier. Corporal Gamini 
Kula sckera, jumped with the live 
ptmade and died in foe explo- 
sion. 

Once the camp almost fell to 

foe rebels. 

The commander said they had 
lost about 60 to 70 percent of the 
camp, measuring four-kilometre 
by three (2.5 miles by two). 

He ordered a partial withdraw- 
al because casualties were high. 


At times be had to recall wound- 
ed men to the front. 

“Even though they were un- 
able to fight... we needed an 
extra eye or a ear to keep a watch 
out for the rebels trying to crawl 
through our defences." 

The government troops re- 
gained control foe next day, forc- 
ing the Tigers to withdraw under 
a barrage of mortar bombs and 
rocket-propelled grenades. 

Maj. Karunaratne said the re- 
bels’ hidden machineguns pre- 
vented helicopters from landing 
to take away the injured. 

“Each time a helicopter 
appeared, the guns pounded 
away. Food and other rations had 
to be airdropped from 6,000 feet 
(1.800 metres) and out of range 
of the guns." 

He praised the camp’s medical 
assistant. 

“At one time, he had to ampu- 
tate the limbs of two soldiers — 
through directions received by 
radio from a surgeon from the 
nearby air base.” 

Soldiers tried to save the life of 
a child, a 14-year-old girl Tiger, 
the commander said. She was 
wounded near the camp and 
screamed for help — “Anna, 
Anna (brother).” 

Soldiers crawled into tire open 
field and dragged her to foe 
camp, gave her water and ban- 
daged her wounds. But it was too 
late and she died after losing a lot 


of blood. 

Maj. Karunaratne said he saw 
the dead bodies of several women 
rebels on the field. 

■’ Maj. Karunaratne, who re- 
turned to Colombo for a brief 
spell, immediately drove to a 
nearby hospital where his wife, 
Enoka, had given birth to a baby 
boy on July 30. 

“My son brought me luck. I 
was able to get the best out of my 
men because they knew I was akn 
working under stress — worried 
about my wife's condition.” 

8 soldiers die in ambush 

Eight soldiers were lulled in a 
Tamil rebel ambush in northern 
Sri Lanka, a military spokesman 
said Wednesday. 

The troops were on routine 
patrol in MUllaitiva district Tues- 
day when a landmine exploded 
and rebels hiding nearby opened 
fire, be. said. 

The mine was planted by the 
LTTE who are fighting for a 
Tamil homeland in- the north and 
east, the spokesman said. 

Tro ops at the Elephant Pass 
anny camp were consolidating 
their positions after defeating foe 
rebels in a three-week battle for 
the base, military sources said. 

Troops were continuing, to 
dear foe area around foe camp of 
landmines and other explosives; 
they said. 



Puff the magic 
pain-killer 

PEKING <R) — A single puff 
from a special cigarette de- 
veloped by a Peking research 
institute can stop toothache in 10 
seconds, the official China Daily 
reported Wednesday. The neve- 
paper quoted Sun Guofu, presi- 
dent of the Peking Design and 
Resarcfa Institute of Physiol and 
Chemical Engineering, as listing 
the cigarette among 32 projects 
tested and awaiting full produc- 
tion and marketing. Mr. Sun said 
that in addition to the immediate 
relief from the first puff, use of 
the so-called “toothache killer 
cigarette” could keep dental pain 
at bay for a year. 

Americans to give 
crime a going 
away party 

WYNNEWOOD. U.S. (AP) — 
New Orleans planned a jazz-style 
mocl: funeral and Phoenix resi- 
dents signed a giant card for 
criminals as communities around 
the nation got ready to give crime 
and drugs a going away party. 
More than 23 million people 
throughout North America, all 
U.S. territories and military bases 
worldwide were expected to take 
part in the eighth annual National 
Night Out, sponsored by the 
National Association of Town 
Watch. President Bush took part 
in the kickoff ceremony for the 
night out in Arlington, Virginia, 
saying that “law-abiding citizens 
want criminals to know that there 
are more of us than them." He 
was introduced by Attorney 
General Dick Thornburgh as 
the no. 1 champion of the effort. 
“We want to turn back the dock 
to foe old days, when all the kids 
knew foe cop on foe beat, when 
people looked ont for their neigh- 
bours, when we felt safe in our 
communities,” Mr. Bush said. 
Town Watdi Director Matt A. 
Peskin said National Night Ou(, 
once a few thousand people sif- 
ting on porches with lights turned 
on, this year w01 be characterised 
by crime prevention parties in 
8300 communities nationwide. 
This year's theme — “give neigh- 
bourhood crime and drugs a 
going away party” — will be 
highlighted by thousands of block 
parties, cookouts, ice cream so- 
cials and parades, Peskin said. 

Cheney backs ban 
against gays 

WASHINGTON (R) — Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney sajd Tues- 
day be bad no plans to change a 
controversial ban against 
homosexuals in foe U.S. military 
services. “The services over the 
years at the direction of the de- 
partment have maintained a poli- 
cy that basically says that gay 
lifestyle is not compatible with 
military service. That is foe policy 
today and I don't have any plans 
to change it,” he told Reuters in 
an interview. Cheney was asked 
about recent growing demands 
from gay groups that military 
service be opened to homosex- 
uals. Since 1982, as many as 
10,000 people have been dis- 
charged from the military under 
the ban on gays. “It is not under 
review at present,” be said. “I 
can’t say no — absolutely never, 
that it wouldn't happen. But I 
don’t at this point have any plans 
to change the policy.” 

Poland cracks 
down on illicit 
liquor vendors 

WARSAW (R) — Poland is 
cracking down on illegal street 
sales of liquor and has detained 
388 people, most of them fore- 
igners, police said Tuesday. The 
Polish News Agency (PAP) 
quoted a spokesman as saying 
more than 10,000 people had 
been fined. Police wnfigraffH . 
more than 11,000 bottles of vod- 
ka and other spirits from illicit 
vendors, mainly Russians, Bulga- 
rians and Romanians. Despite 
foe crackdown, illegal spirits re- 
main readily available from out- 
of-suitcase vendors at open-air 
markets throughout Poland. Rus- 
sians sell name-brand Scotch 
whisky at one-durd of foe retail - 
price and Balkan visitors offer 
similar deals on their native bran- 
dies. _ . . 

Tennis shoe mania 
brings out 
Soviettroops 

MOSCOW (R) — Twelve 
thousand pans of imported Ita- 
lian tennis shoes created such a 
spin a remote Soviet town that 
ente troops were -called in to fight 
nff waves of workers demanding 
latest in Western footwear, 
arrival of the shoes in Nizhny 
1,000 kflometres east (4 
sparked off three days 
ot d&oitier at a metallurgy plant,’ 
Soviet daily Trod sttid Toes- • 
<fy- A fonederk efistributiug foe " 
Joes .had to c^c^tteOmoP 
beret” ' troops bf :the ln- . 

tenor Ministry - fe ,‘cdntaitt ' foe- - 
crowds.- -- 



